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Founded by the French in 1642, Montreal is one of the oldest cities in
North America. Its name comes from the old French form of the name of the
mountain, Mount Royal, that dominates the city.

Montreal is the second-largest metropolitan area in Canada, after Toronto, and
is a cultural, tourist, commercial, financial, and industrial center. It is now known as
the fourth largest French-speaking city in the world (behind Paris, Kinshasa and
Abidjan) , though most of its inhabitants also speak English. In 2007, Montreal
was ranked as the 10th cleanest in the World. Montreal lies at the foot of Mount
Royal—the source of its name—and has an excellent harbor on the St. Lawrence
Seaway, which connects the city to the great industrial centers of the Great Lakes.

The present city proper occupies about one-third of Montreal Island (fle de
Montréal) near the confleence of. . the Ottawa and St. Lawrence Rivers. The
city is built around and up Moust Koyal, which rises 763 feet (233 metres)
above sea level (some 660 feet [ 200 metres | above the island shores). The
several independent cities and towns that constitute Montreal’s metropolitan
area cover Montreal and ether islands, as, -well as both shores of the St.
Lawrence River. Montreaf is'the major sea@ol‘t on the St. Lawrence River and
Seaway, lying between the navigable waters of the open Atlantic Ocean to the
east and of the Great Lakes to the west. The Area of city of Montreal is 68
square miles (177 square km) and the metropolitan area is 1,554 square miles
(4,024 square km). Population of the city of Montreal is (2006 Canadian
Census) 1,620,693 and the metropolitan area is 3,635,571.

English and French are Canada’s two official languages, but in accordance
with a law passed for Quebec province in 1977, the use of English in schools and
in government and commercial activity is restricted. Yet, in several areas of
Montreal, one must still express oneself in English to be understood fully. This
phenomenon reflects decades of dominance by the English-speaking minority over
Montreal’s economic life. In rough terms, about two-thirds of the people on
Montreal island (the City of Montreal and a couple of dozen suburbs) are French-
speaking, though many speak English as well. Of the remainder, under half—14 per
cent—use English as their first language (Only half of these are of British stock).
The rest are allophones, native speakers of third language, which in Quebec is
usually, but not always, a stopping-point on the way to becoming francophone .
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The story of Montreal, more so than the story of Quebec or Canada as a
whole, is one of peoples dominating the territory and city in succession, or
living in uneasy coexistence—Amerindians, French colonists, native-born
Canadians , British and later arrivals. Unquestioned French control lasted: for
little more than 100 years. After what French Canadians call “the Conquest” in
1763, Montreal came to be dominated by immigrants from the British Isles.
Irishmen provided the backs on which much of the expanding city was built,
though, as Roman Catholics, many of them integrated with French-speaking
society.

As in other Canadian cities, there is still a strong immigrant presence—
about 20 per cent of the population is foreign-born, including, notably, Chinese
and other Asians, and Latin Americans. Vibrant ethnic populations are the
heritage of previous waves of immigration. The Jewish, Greek and Italian
communities, now mostly native-born, are s1gmf1cant Blacks came with the
Underground Railroad, before the American Civil War, and later to serve on
more solid railroads reaching across the country; today they make up about 5
per cent of the metropolitan population. Later arrivals, both English and
French-speaking, have come from the Caribbean.

With the advent to power in 1976 of the Parti Québécois,which advocates
political independence from the rest of Canada, “normal” tensions between
French-and English-speaking communities have fluctuated. In spite of politics
and unrest, Montreal remains a city of great charm, of vivacity, and of gaiety,
one of the most appealing in North America, as well as one of unquestioned
modernity in its physical appearance and way of life. -

Montreal was host of the most successful World’s Fairs in history, the Expo ’67
Based upon the success of the World’s Fair, Montreal was awarded the 1976
Summer Olympics. The Olympic Stadium has the world’s tallest inclined tower
and, until the end of the 2004 season, was the home of the Montreal Expos
baseball team. Montreal is also home to the Montreal Canadians, the local
hockey team. The Olympic complex also includes a modern ecology museum, an
insectarium, and the Montreal Botanical Garden, one of the largest botanical
gardens in the world, second only to Kew Gardens in England.
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Montreal is a centre of' Quebec and Canadian culture. It ‘has many
specialised museums such as the Redpath:Museum, the McCord Museum,of
Canadian History, and the Canadian Centre for Architecture.. The Place des
Arts cultural complex houses the Museum of Coptemporary Art and several
theatres, and is the seat of the Montreal Opera and for the moment -the
Montreal Symphony Orchestra. ‘ :

Nicknamed “the city of saints”, Montreal is renowned for its .,churches,
causing Mark Twain to comment; “This is the first time I was ever in a city
where you couldn’t throw a brick without breaking a church window. ” The city
has four Roman. Catholic basilicas: Marie-Reine-du-Monde Cathedral, Notre-
Dame Basilica, St. Patrick’s Basilica, and St. Joseph’s Oratory. This last is the
largest church in‘Canada, with the largest dome of its kind in the world after
that of Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Other well-known churches include the
pilgrimage church of Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Secours which is sometimes called the
Sailors’ Church, and the Anglican Christ ‘Church Cathedral, which was
completely excavated and suspended in mid-dir. during the construction of part
of the Underground City. All of the dbove are major tourist destinations,
particularly Notre-Dame and the Oratory. . :

As Canada’s most important port, Montreal is a transshipment point for
oil, grain, sugar, machinery, and manufactured goods. It is also an important
railroad hub, and it has 2 international airports, Dorval and K Mirabel.
Montreal’s underground railroad system, :the Metro, was inaugurated in 1966.

Once Canada’s pre-eminent city, Montreal has been eclipsed by Toronto as
the country’s economic center. Tensions over Quebec’s insistence on enforcing
its francophone culture have caused an outmlgrauon of English-speaking people
to Ontario and to the growmg Westem Wmces Despxte these changes,
Montreal remains one of North Aﬂwnimn’s grea% cosmopohtan ‘cities, and had a
burst of prosperity in the 1980%: ,dya to. 1ts growm asa fmanclal service center.
International organizations now move to Montreal to take - advantage of
multilingual workers, a reasonable cost of . hviﬂg, recredtion facilities, and a
cosmopolitan amblence Montreal remams a8 dYna,mm as has ever been, while
preserving its sense of hxstory aﬂﬂ cowtmuatwn w;th 1ts past Its charm will
satisfy every person vmtmg it. B
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