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When Joseph was taken down to Egypt, Potiphar, an
Egyptian, an offlcer of Pharaoh, his head steward, bought him
from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. The
Lord was with Joseph, so that he become a prosperous man.
He lived in the house of his master, the Egyptian; and his
master noticed that the Lord was with him and that the Lord
made everything prosper with him that he undertook; so
Joseph found favor with him, and- was made his personal
attendant; then he made him superintendent of his household,
and put him in charge of all his property. From the time that
he made him superintendent of his household and all his pro-
perty, the Lord blessed the house of the Egyptian for Joseph’s
sake, the Lord’s blessing resting on everything that belonged to
him, both indoors and outdoors. So he left everything that
he had to Joseph’s charge, and having him, gave no concern to
anything except the food that he ate.

Now Joseph was so handsome and good-looking that
some time later the wife of his master took a fancy to Joseph,
and said, “Lie with me.”

But he refused, saying to his master’s wife, “Having me,
my master is giving no concern to anything in the house,
but has comitted all his property to my charge; there is no one
in this house greater than I; he has kept nothing ‘from me
except yourself, and that because you are his wife. How then
- can I commit this great crime, and sin against God ?”

Though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not °
listen to her solicitations to lie with her, or be with her.
One day, however, when he went into the house to do his work,
none of the household servants being anywhere in the house,
she caught hold of his coat, saying, “Lie with me.”

But he fled, leaving the coat in her hands, and went out-
doors. When she saw that he had fled outdoors, leaving his
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coat in her hands, she called her household servants, and said
to them, “See how he has brought this Hebrew fellow into our
house to violate us! He came into my room to lie with me,
but I screamed; and as soon as he heard me scream and call,
he fled, leaving his coat beside me, and went outdoors.”

So she left the coat beside her until his master came home,
and then told him this same story, “The Hebrew slave whom
you brought into our house came into my room to violate me,
but as soon as I screamed and called, he fled outdoors, leaving
his coat beside me.”

Then Joseph’s master heard the statements of his wife
who said to him. “This is the way your slave treated me,” his
anger blazed, and Joseph’s master took him and threw him
into the prison where state prisoners were confined. So he
lay there in prison.

— Genesis 39:1-20
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