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Trapped!

Plants can’t walk, but they can set traps.

Imagine being invited to dinner and ending up as the food. This is what
happens to insects that try to feed on plants that eat meat!
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Notes

trap: a plan or apparatus for
deceiving and tricking
somebody. F&HF, B4



Insect Takeaway

An insect looking for food lands on a Venus flytrap. As the insect moves, it brushes
against small trigger hairs. If it touches three hairs, it's trapped! The trap closes tighter
and tighter on the insect. Then the plant eats it.

Venus flytraps live in swamps and bogs where the soil is poor. To get enough food,
they must feed on the meat of animals. Plants like the Venus flytrap that feed on meat
are called carnivorous plants.
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Venus flytrap: an insectivorous plant. 4 &£ ¥

swamp: land which is always full of water. 3%

bog: soft wet ground with decaying matter. 3%, 3%
carnivorous: flesh-eating. £ K] )




Hello breakfast!
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What do you call nervous
insects?

A: lJitterbugs!

B: RUHL, F2HNE3? .
5. FFA(Jitterbug. B E%
FaHAN)!
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Drop in for a Meal

Many plants and insects help each other. When an insect takes a drop of nectar
from a plant, the insect gets pollen on its body. Some of this pollen brushes off on
to the next pIant.the insect visits. This helps the plant grow new seeds.

Insects that explore the pitcher plant are not so lucky. An insect comes over to
taste the nectar. One slip and it falls down the pitcher plant’s slippery slope and is
trapped. The insect drowns in a pool of juices. It is now a meal for the plant.
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Notes
nectar: a sweet liquid secreted by flowers. &%
pollen: the powderlike material produced by the

anthers. fohy
pitcher plant: an insectivorous plant. #&-F 3



Help!
I can’t swim!
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Three types of pithr plants
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The sundew is a beautiful-looking plant. Its leaves
shine in the sun. Each leaf has hundreds of
tentacles. Each tentacle has a drop of sticky
liquid on the end. What looks like sweet nectar

is really very sticky glue that won't let go!

Insects are attracted to drink the nectar and
then they stick around and die. As an insect
struggles to get free, the sticky tentacles wrap
around its body. Now the plant begins to eat the
insect’s juicy flesh.
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sundew: an insectivorous plant. 7 & ¥
tentacle: one of the sensitive hairs-on the leaves of
insectivorous plants. (& % A540)f £
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sticky situation!
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Notes

giraffe: an African ruminant mammal having
a very long neck a.nd legs. K3 R
_;3 EET




Here’s the Story

Giraffes love to eat the leaves of the acacia (a-kay-sha) tree. First, the acacia tree
tries to protect itself with long, sharp thorns. If you were to push one of those branches
out of the way, you would get badly scratched!
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Glad my tongue
is tough!
005 kb8!

acacia tree: an leguminous plant. #| 484

thorn: a branch in the form of a sharp,
woody sting. K #|

scratch: make a mark or wound by
rubbing. X|(4%)




