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Chapter 1 Gymnospermae introduction

L1 #RTHEYE X

BFHY) (Gymnospermae) ZEFF TR TRIKEM—3, WM IEBRSME A 7 5 BEEH,
FTANER B, MTRRER, SRR TEY. MEA. K2, K. . TS,

BT A AR, 138, Y758, 850 Fh, JTEAM TR, JLLIRW SERWHRE,
B R % e ZR AR TR P REA 108, 34 B, £ 250 A (Farjon, 1998; {57 [& ML,
2000,

1.1 Definition of gymnosperms

The gymnosperms(Gymnospermae) are a group of spermatophyte seed-bearing plants with ovules
on the edge or blade of an open sporophyll, and are distinguished from the angiosperms by having naked
ovules and seeds. For example, Ginkgo, Metasequoia, Glyptostrobus, Platycladus and Araucaria are
gymnosperms.

The gymnosperms are arborescent, and have 13 families with about 75 genera and 850 species which
are widely distributed in five continents, especially in the Temperate Zone and the Cold Temperate
Zone. Totally, 10 families with 34 genera and about 250 species of gymnosperms are found in China(Far-
jon, 1998 ; Fu and Hong, 2000).
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1.2 Morphology and structure features of gymnosperms

The gymnosperms are perennial, evergreen, arborescent, mostly monopodial branching arbor, few
shrub, rarely vine. The secondary xylem of most plants only consists of tracheids, few plants with ves-
sels. Phloem only consists of sieve cells without companion and sieve tube. Foliage line-like, needle-like,
scale-like; few pinnatisect, fan-shaped, broad, band-shaped, or membranous sheath. Flowers unisexual,
monoecious or dioecious; male inflorescences composed of several microsporophylls of various shapes
bearing two or more microsporangia; mostly anemophilous, germinated pollen tube with two movable or
unmovable germ cells; megasporophylls bearing one or more naked ovule do not form close ovary, and
mostly grow thickly at the top of trunk or form megastrobile at the axes;ovule erect or anatropous, in-
cluding megaspore, nucellus and integuments, there is micropyle in the top of ovule. Seeds grow at naked
fertile scales, or are covered by aril deriving metamorphotic megasporophylls, and embryo arises from
fertilized egg of female gametophyte; embryo endosperm derived from the cther parts of megagameto-
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phyte; seed capsule arised {rom ovule, embryo with two or more cotyledons(Fu and Hong, 2000).

1.3 HFHEYTRMNE
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AA TR QMM TEY FTRARLEE ZH,

1.3 Systematic position of gymnosperms

The gymnosperms(Gymnospermae) are a part of spermatophyte seed-bearing plants, and situated
in between sporiparous pteridophyta and angiosperms having integuments and pericarps.

YR Plant kingdom

BIAEY) Phycophyta
BeEY) Bryophyta
HRZAEY) Pteridophyta
BFEY Gymnosperm
T Y Anglosperm
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1.4 Gymnosperms classification system

According to morphological or paleobotanical evidences, the several gymnosperms classification sys-
tems have been established by Sahni(1920), Pilger (1926), Chmberlain (1934), Florin (1954), Sporne
(1971), Meyen(1984), etc. In China, Zheng et al. (1975,1978) and Fu et al. (2004) also founded their
own classification systems.

Zheng et al. (1978) divided living gymnosperms into 4 classes and 8 orders, in which Cycadopsida
(Cycadales), Ginkgopsida(Ginkgoales) and Chlamydospermopsida are generally close to other classifica-
tion systems. The differences of individual classification systems are presented as following: whether or-
der should be presented in Coniferopsida; how many orders could be proposed in Coniferopsida; whether
Taxaceae places into its order;and evolutionary trends of Coniferopsida. '

Following characteristics of Zheng’s system are different from Pilgers’system(in Engler and Prantl,
1926) : (D Araucariaceae, Pinaceae, Taxodiaceae and Cupressaceae with strobile and naked seeds form a
natural group. Their evolutionary trends are as follows: the numbers of ovuliferous scale and bract scale
of ovulate strobilus evolved {from more to less, the shape of them varied from separation to integration.
@ Podocarpales, Cephalotaxales and Taxales without typical cone, seeds not naked or semi-naked and
enclosed by aril developed from integument. Their evolutionary trends: strobilus long spiciform to
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short, bract scale more to less. Currently, Zheng’s system is widely accepted in China. The treatment of

this system is as follows.

TR Cycadopsida
piRsE Cycadales
B Cycadaceae
RN Ginkgopsida
HBEH Ginkgoales
RER Ginkgoaceae
N Coniferopsida
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B AE Podocarpacea
=2 H Cephalotaxales
=REERL Cephalotaxaceae
ANERAS Taxales
AN 7 Taxaceae
= YN Chlamydospermopsida
W H Ephedrales
ER Ephedraceae
SCIRREE H Gnetales
SCRRBER} Gnetaceae
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1.5 Gymnosperms during the geological times

Gymnosperms are a group of primitive spermatophyte with a long developmental history. In the
large-scale geological period, big fluctuations of earth environment and climate occurred several times.
Some of gymnosperms were extinct with each fluctuation, and others were arisen, developed and re-

newed continuously along different evolution way to the current day.
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The first appearance of the gymnosperms was in the middle to the late Devonian of Paleozoic about
350 Ma BP. At the end of Paleozoic, the gymnosperms became the predominant land plants. In Mesozoic
and Cenozoic, gymnosperms spread to each continent. Among the living gymnosperms, many taxa oc-
curred in Paleogene and Neogene, and then passed through the glacial period to the present day.

A series of morphological and structural changes of gymnosperm occurred during phylogenetic evo-
Jution, including secondary growth evolved from weak to strong, stem from non-branch to branch, spo-
rophyll from scatter to gather forming in different kinds of strobile, gradual specialization of megasporo-
phylls, male gametophyte from haustellum to pollen tube, male gamete from multiciliate zoosperm to
aciliferous sperm nucleus, archegonium from retrogression and predigestion to absence, etc. The evolu-
tion of reproductive organs promoted gymnosperms to develop in a high phylogenetic evolution level and

adapt well to land environment.

1.6 A R T- A 20 A R DL
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1.6 Gymnosperms distribution in the world

The general distribution regions of gymnosperms, except for Cycadaceae, Gnetaceae and Ephedrace-
ae and Welwitschiaceae, are as follow: Cupressaceae is distributed both in the Northern and Southern
Hemisphere. Cycadaceae, Podocarpaceae and Araucariaceae are mainly distributed in the Southern Hemi-
sphere, except for a few species of them in the tropics and subtropics of the Northern Hemisphere.
Ginkgoaceae, a native conifer family in China, is widely planted in the tropical and temperate zones of the
Northern Hemisphere. Most Pinaceae are distributed in the Northern Hemisphere, except for a few spe-
cies of Pinus in the Southern Hemisphere. While most Taxodiaceae are distributed in the subtropics of
the Northern Hemisphere, except that Athrotaxis, a monotypic genus, is distributed in Australia. Cepha-
lotaxaceae is distributed in the south of East-Asia and north of Indo-China Peninsula. Moreover, most
Cephalotaxaceae are distributed in the temperate zone and subtropical high mountains in the Northern
Hemisphere, except that Austrotaxus, a monotypic genus, is distributed in New Caledonia (Fu and
Hong, 2000).
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1.7 Gymnosperms distribution in China

The types of climate and physiognomy in China are very complicated for their vast territory. The
climate was always warm from Mesozoic to tertiary of Cenozoic and not destroyed directly by the fol-
lowing icecap of northern continent during glacial period in Quaternary. Therelore, the stable climate
has been kept basically since tertiary, for which the gymnosperms distributed in Chinese territory has
the characteristics of rich species, old origin, many ancient epibiotic and relic species as well as various
specific forms and multiform types of coniferous forest.

China is the richest country in possession of gymnosperms. Statistically, 10 families with 34 genera
and about 250 species of gymnosperms are found in China, which are respectively 76. 9%,45. 3% and
29. 4% of total family, genera and specie of the living gymnosperms in the world(Fu and Hong, 2000).

There are many specific monotypic genera or oligotypic genera among the gymnosperms distribute
in China and some species are ancient epibiotic species or relic species that are extinct in other zones of
the Northern Hemisphere. For example, Ginkgoaceae is a specific monotypic family while Mezasequoia,
Glyptostrobus, Cathaya, Pseudolarix and Pseudotaxus are specific monotypic genera. Taiwania, Cun-
ninghamia, Fokienia, Platycladus, Amentotaxus and Keteleeria are semi-specific monotypic genera or
oligotypic genera while Cycas spp. and Abies spp. are epibiotic species.

The area with large quantity and high diversity of gymnosperms distribution are Sichuan, Yunnan,
Guizhou, Guangxi, Hu'nan, Guangdong, Fujian, Hubei, Jiangxi, Zhejiang, Taiwan and Shaanxi(Zuo and
Fu, 2001).

Although the species of gymnosperms are only 0. 8% of that of angiosperms in China, however the
stock volume of coniferous forest is slightly greater than that of the broad-leaved forest. The gymno-
sperm trees often form pure coniferous forest in large-scale area or mixed coniferous forest, or mixed
coniferous-broadleaf forest as well. The gymnosperm species of the coniferous forest grown in north-
east, north and northwest part of China are simplified, whereas, species of the coniferous forest in south-
west part of China are much abundant. In south, central and east part of China, growth area of Cun-
ninghamia lanceolata and Pinus massoniana plantation is larger than that of natural coniferous forest.
The most recent national forestry survey indicates that currently the distribution area of coniferous for-
est in dominance of China is 71. 113, 1 million ha® while timber stocks are 6, 568. 741, 2 million m® and
they are 49. 80% and 54. 30% of the total forest area and stock volume, respectively (Lei, 2005). The
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