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Preface

China is a multi—national country. The minority nationalities in China, together
with the Hans, have created splendid civilization since time immemorial, and will make
greater contribution in the constuction of socialist cause with chinese characteristics.
Yunnan is located in the border areas in southwest of China, and the nationalities with
a population of more than 5, 000 amount to 25. These offer good conditions to the study
of history and culture of the minorities in China, Yunnan has rich biotic resources, de-
lightful weather, beautiful landscape and vast territory, All nationalities inhabited in this
land generation after generation have created rich and varide technology with national
traditicons depending on the natural enviornments and their ways of labour; thus provid-
ing favorable conditions for the study of scientific and technological history of Chinese
minority nationalities, '

At present time wiht scientific and techonological competition, China as a unitary
multi —national country, and Yunnan as a border province with various national minori-
ties living in harmony and pu.lling together in times of trouble, are esseatial to face up to
the history and culture of all nationalities. Based on fully unearthing and using splendid
traditional science, technology and culture of different nationalities, we should combine
rational and traditional science and technology with modorn science and technology, so
that they can help increase the development of Chinese science and technology in the
current of reform #d opening up, assist the minorities inhabiting in border areas to
shake off poverty and build up a forture, and add lustre to the cultural cause of all
mankind. The value it possesses can not be underestimated.

From 7th to 11th, Auguest 1996, The Third International Conference on the History
of science and Technology of Chinese Minority Nationalities was held in Yunnaa Agri-
cultural University and Dal.i city. Nearly 100 celebrated experts and scholars {rom dif-
ferent ladns were. gathered happily together , talked of and exchanged their achievements
in acadmnic research, The substantial content is encouraging. Undoubtedly, the success
of the gathering gives great impetus to the academic research of Yunnan Agricaltural U-
niversity who has 60—year history. It is a grand gathering worthy of congratulation, I
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believe that the meeting mutually sponsored by Yunnan Agricultural University, the So-
ciety of Chinese Scientific and Technological History, the Society of Scientific and Tech-
nological History of Chinese Minority Nationalities, the Institute of Chinese Scientific
and Techological History, Inner Mongolia Normal University, held jointly by Yunnan
Scientific Assaciation, DaLi Scientific Association, and undertaken by Yunnan Agricul-
tural University, will be beneficial to the promeotion .of unity of all nationalities and the
development of the study of Chinese scientific and technological history.

The publication of the symposium of the Third International Conference on the His-
tory of Science and Technology of Chinese Minority Nationalitics is a precious present to
the peace and undertakings of science, technology and culture offered by experts and
scholars of differeat countrics, who care about Chinese minorities and their science, tech-
nology and culture. It is the result of the experts’ and scholars® wisdom and painstaking
labour. To the publication of the symposium, I wish to extend my cordial greetings. Be-
sides, I hope that through its publication, YAU can extend its exchange and cooperation
in this field with experts and scholars at home and abroad.

At the present time approaching the 21th century, I hope all people who love peace
can join hands and create a glorious future together.

I hope this symposium can increase mutual understanding of different countries and
make due contributions to the study of scientific and technological history of Chinese mi-

nority nationalities in the course of human society.

Prolessor
President Chen Hairu

Yunnan Agriadeural University
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