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“When people mention Du Fu,

they can ignore where he was born and died,

but can never forget the Du Fu Thatched Cottage in Chengdu.”

Feng Zhi, author of the “Biography of Du Fu"
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HEEREL ® | The Du Fu Thatched Cottage Museum

Entering the Du Fu Thatched Cottage Museum by the Flower Bathing Brook in the western

suburbs of Chengdu, capital of Southwest China's Sichuan Province, visitors are on the “sacred

land” in the history of Chinese literature.
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K LTIANE (1811)
Stone-carved map of the Du Fu
Thatched Cottage in 1811
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HiEss (YW )
Du Fu's statue made by Zhang Jun in Qing Dynasty 1644
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| The Du Fu Thatched Cottage Museum

Du Fu, styled Zimei and called
Shaoling alias, was a native of Gongxian
County in Central China's Henan Province.
He was born in 712 AD during the reign of
Emperor Ruizong of the Tang Dynasty (618-
907 AD) and died in 770 AD during the
reign of Emperor Daizong of the Tang
Dynasty. Du, a great poet of realism, lived in
the transitional period when the Tang
Dynasty turned from its climax to decline.
During his lifetime, Du led a vagrant life and
experienced much hardship, using poems to
record social evils, national conflicts, and
chaos caused by war and people's sufferings.
His 1,400-plus poems we read today are
hailed as the “history of poetry”™ . Du Fu
made great achievements in poetic creation
and is called “Poetic Saint” by later
generations.

In 759 AD during the reign of Emperor
Suzong of the Tang Dynasty, Du and his
family came to Sichuan from today's
Chengxian County in Northwest China's
Gansu Province. Reaching Chengdu that
winter, he first lived in an ancient temple and
then built the Du Fu Thatched Cottage by the

picturesque Flower Bathing Brook the next

spring with financial assistance from friends.
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From the spring of 760 AD to the early
summer of 765 AD, Du lived twice in the Du
Fu Thatched Cottage in Chengdu with a
length of 3 years and 9 months (Du lived in
today's Santai County and Langzhong City,
Sichuan, for more than 1 year because of
turmoil caused by war in Chengdu). During
his stay in the Thatched Cottage, Du led a
relatively peaceful life because Chengdu was
separated from the war-ridden Central Plains
and the Thatched Cottage was located in the
suburbs and boasted beautiful natural

scenery. The poems he wrote in this period,

such as “Choosing the Residence” , “The
Thatched Cottage is Finished " , “Live like
a Farmer” , "Village by the Brook” and

“Nice Rain in a Spring Night” , have a
pastoral style.

However, Du never forgot the reality
and always cared for the fate of his war-torn
motherland and its poor people. He wrote
many masterpieces still cited today,
including the “Shu Premier” , “Regret
Parting” , “Countless Worries” , “Poem
written after the Thatched Cottage was
destroyed in the Autumn Wind " , “Sick
“Dead Palms” and “Mount

Oranges " ,

the Building” . In May 765 AD during the
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Scene of Thatched Cottage

1







HEERE
=54 (765) BB . AL FEME
ZR T R ITIE T LAV T AEEE .
=K FHE (770) FxZE T4
[Ea - PARES s T

IE BE oAt B TESC 52 £ IRS
TS Hh L, fhTEARERE EAY
FHROMER ML FEE SR, £

HMBTT B+ EERERA
D4R . XEEIHEF K
SR A T AN IEFA
1R, B AR FESIS IEK
hAFE N B, TEMEFET .
M TR AmEELAT 2/ 5B
BE . JEIEMR. BEAHSE
o B p SN EESLIA LR
= . H o ABALE T =5
(1500) FO3B\EFER 755
AR, BABEETSAEEE
HOERAE RN B . XFEXfEE . T
IR fe T 3R, MM B Y FE T B
E T EHEE, BI TAISGABES

2R Th-

(1811)

HOMRUESE R IR, & — T =
FEkpyieFnEzR . FHIEFTF
E A eI mEA . A AR

HREL 2 B £ E A pR— A EE L2 T
2% B RNIF A BB R IR — 1.

|
|
L | The Du Fu Thatched Cottage Museum

reign of Emperor Daizong of the Tang
Dynasty, Du took a boat eastwards, leading a
vagrant life again. Five years later, he died in
a boat in the Xiangjiang River in Central
China 's Hunan Province.

Because of Du's important position in
the Chinese history of literature and over 240
outstanding poems he wrote during his stay
in the Thatched Cottage in Chengdu, the
Thatched Cottage has been considered the
“sacred land” by later generations. Since
poet Wei Zhuang found the ruins of the
Thatched Cottage and restored it in the Five
Dynasties (907-960 AD), more than 10
renovations have taken place there,
according to historical records. The two
largest-scale renovations were in 1500 in the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) and 1811 in the
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), laying the
foundation for the layout of today's Thatched
Cottage. The two renovations repaired
buildings in the Thatched Cottage, enlarged
its garden, improved its environment and
recreated the tranquil forests and transparent
ponds as described in Du's poems. The
Thatched Cottage has witnessed more than
1,000 years of repair and reconstruction
throughout

history , especially all-round
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Scene of Thatched Cottage
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Du Shaoling read poems by the Flower Bathing Brook




