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This book is dedicated to you.
Before you were born, God planned this moment in
your life. It is no accident that you are holding this
book. God longs for you to discover the life he created

you to live—here on earth, and forever in eternity

It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and
what we are living for. Long before we first heard
of Christ, . .. he had his eye on us, had designs on us
for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is
working out in everything and everyone.
Ephesians 1:11 (Msg)

I am grateful to the hundreds of writers and teachers,
both classical and contemporary, who have shaped my
life and helped me learn these truths. I thank God and

you for the privilege of sharing them with you.
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had Settled on us as the focus o f his love
Ephesians 1:4a

Like many people, you may have been told over the years that there is no
real purpose in life. You may have even come to accept that you have no
purpose; there is no reason for your existence.

Yet the Bible teaches God created everything with a purpose: “ For
everything — absolutely everything — above and below, visible and invisible,
everything got started in God and finds its purpose in God. ” (Colossians 1:16)

The truth is you were created by God on purpose and for a very specific
purpose. Long before you were born, God thought of you, and like a great
artist creating a masterpiece, God took great care in creating you. God knows
you from the inside out, knows every bone of your body; he sculpted you
bit by bit, creating you from nothing into someone of eternal significance.
(Psalm 139:15)

This means your life is not an accident. God deliberately chose the shade
of your skin, the texture of your hair, and the color of your eyes, and he
gave you special talents and a personality unique to you. You can believe
with confidence that nothing in your life is arbitrary; even your race and
nationality were selected by God. He left no detail to chance, creating you
on purpose and for a purpose.
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Nothing matters more than knowing God’s purpose for your life, and
nothing can compensate for not knowing it—not success, wealth, fame, or
pleasure. My home is just an hour’s drive from Hollywood, where so many
movies are made, and if success, wealth, fame, or pleasure could give your
life meaning, the people in Hollywood would be the happiest people in the
world. But they’re not.

If money and materialism brought meaning to your life, then the people
in Hollywood would live the most meaningful lives in the world. Yet
they’re lives are broken and empty—because they’ve ignored God’s purpose
for them.

My prayers are for you, that you would come to understand God’s
purpose for your life. You are significant to God, and he has placed you
dearly on my heart and that is why I am so excited about this translation of
The Purpose Driven Life.

As T'll explain in the book, God created you because he wants you to be
part of his family—for eternity! Once you understand this amazing truth,
you’ll never again have reason to feel insignificant. You matter so much to
God that he designed this universe just so he could create you to be a part of
his family. You were made to last forever.

The Bible says, “God has given us the privilege of being born again so
that now we are members of God’s own family.” On Earth, God’s family is
called the Church. It is a family that includes everyone who has believed on
Jesus Christ for salvation.

The Church is the most magnificent concept ever created. It has survived
persistent abuse, horrifying persecution, and widespread neglect. Yet despite
its faults (due to our sinfulness), it is still God’s chosen instrument of
blessing and has been for 2,000 years.

The Bible calls the Church an unshakable kingdom. In Matthew 16, Jesus
says, “I will build My church and all the powers of hell will not conquer
it. 7 All the powers of hell—in other words, no hurricane;no earthquake; no
tsunami;no famine;no pandemic will ever conquer the Church established
by Jesus Christ. f

This is why we come to you with this translation of The Purpose Driven
Life, to tell you of God’s great love for you and of your significance in his
family—the Church. We do it out of love for our God and our love for
you. God’s love never gives up; it is a love that keeps moving forward
despite impossible odds;and it is a love that outlasts any problem.

God created you for a great purpose, and the Bible teaches he will give
you his power to fulfill your great mission; this is God’s way—ordinary
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people empowered by his Holy Spirit. With God, nothing is impossible.

I am confident that, before you were born, God planned this moment in
your life. It is no accident that you are holding this book; we have been
praying for you and this moment for a long, long time. May you follow
God’s voice as he guides you to discover the life he’s placed within you and
as he guides you to live for the very purpose for which you were born.

Grace and peace to you

el Dy



