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Preface

Wang Jinjun
secretary of district Party committee of Changzhi municipality

The Chief inspector of the Fifth District Office of Shan xi
Province also is named the Fifth District Office. The site of the
Fifth District Office is at the foot of Taling Mountain which is 3
kilometers from the east of Chang zhi city. Now it becomes
“Moral Base in Shan xi province” and “Patriotism Education
Base in Chang zhi city”.

At the beginning of the War of Resistance against Japan,
105 counties in Shan xi province were divided into seven ad—
ministrative areas according to natural terrain in order to es—
tablish contact with each county.

Chang zhi city was the location of zhou, fu, xian zhi
(different administrative divisions in former times) in the past
dynasties. There are 12 counties including Tun liu, Zhang zi,
Hu guan, Ping shun, Lu cheng, Gao ping, Jin cheng, Qin shui,
Yang cheng, Ling chuan, Fu shan, chang zhi under the juris—
diction of the Fifth District Office.

No. 4 Women’ s Normal School of Shan xi province was
5
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the site of the Fifth District Office. From the end of 1938 to
the spring of 1939, Chang zhi city was attacked by Japanese
fighter—bomber. Therefore the Fifth District Office was moved
to Nan shicao country outside the city. In the July of 1939,
Chang zhi city was attacked again. The Fifth District Office was
divided into commissioner's office and road—east agencie.
Commissioner's office was established in Zhang zi country,
Qin shui county and Gao ping county in different periods. Road—
east agency was established in Hu guan county and Ping shun
county. In the February of 1940, the two agencies merged into
one in Shu zhang village. The Fifth District Office was renewed.

Rong Wusheng is the inspector of the Fifth District Office,
the main person in charge of Shan xi province Save the Nation
League and the commissar of Shan xi No.3 Suicide Squad.
From June of 1938, he formulated and carried out a series of
policies as follows:

I Reformation of the old county government

The officer who obstructs the activities of resistance
against Japan would be removed from office. Until the sum—
mer of 1939, the head of the county where the Fifth District
Office is located has been changed by Party member and pro—
gressive personages. The core members in the activities of
resistance against Japan are elected as the country heads.

[l Formulation of the new rules and regulations

Rational policies of Reducing Rent are carried out, and at
the same time, many old systems and exorbitant taxes are

abrogated. All of the new rules and regulations are supported
6



by the masses.

[l Setting up cooperatives and issuing stocks

Cooperatives are set up, and stocks are issued. Because
of Japan’ s aggression, the phenomenon of commercial de—
pression and economic stagnation appear in the Fifth District
Office. Anti—Japanese National Salvation Cooperatives are
established in each county; meanwhile, “Limited stock of the
Fifth Administrative Region of the National Salvation of
cooperatives” is issued. Many excellent businessmen get to—
gether in Cooperatives, after their efforts, the stagnant
economy is revived again. The enthusiasm of businessmen
has been mobilized to operate in good condition.

IV Issuing cooperative coupon to promote the circulation
of commodities

There are 3 kinds of currency in the area under the Fifth
District Office’ s jurisdiction, that is legal tender, shan xi cur—
rency and Chang zhi currency. However, all the currency can’
t reach the need of the anti-Japanese War. So the “Fifth
Administrative Region of the National Salvation Cooperative
Coupon” is issued. It has 4 denominations, 1 jiao, 2 jiao, 2jiao
5 fen and 5 jiao. The purchasing power is the same as the
legal tender. “Fifth Administrative Region of the National Sal—
vation Cooperative Coupon” benefits for the circulation of com—
modities and development of society.

V Establishing schools and training cadres

In the area under the Fifth District Office’ s jurisdiction,

the No. 6 Revolution University and the Revolution Middle
7
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School are established. After the training, the students are sent
to Daily Newspaper Office and Educational Publishing
Company. They become the organizers and leaders in the ac—
tivities of “fight against the traitor and the corruption”.

VI Establishing Guerrillas and Self-Defense Forces

Anti—-Japanese War is a great war of national liberation.
Only the mobilization of the masses could fight against armed
invaders. So many Guerrillas and Self—-Defense Forces are
established in the Fifth District, Lu cheng, Tun liu, Chang zhi,
Hu guan, Ling chuan, Jin cheng, Gao ping and Yang cheng.
The force is active in the Tai hang Mountains with the Eighth
Route Army to combat Japanese army. Self—-Defense Forces
write a glorious chapter in the history of Anti-Japanese War.

Protecting and keeping the site of the Fifth District Office
in a good condition is one of the key projects of the Govern—
ment in Chang zhi City. The maintenancé work of the Fifth
District Office is near the finish; at the same time, The History
of the Fifth District Office is published here. It shows the bril—
liant performance and great contribution which is made in the
Fifth District Office during October in 1937 to August in 1940.
The book is not only a useful textbook but also a precious

material to the local history researchers.
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