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SHORT SKETCHES FROM HISTORY
BOOK 1II

LAW OF THE TWELVE TABLES!

In the year 450 B.C., Rome appointed three ambassadors®
to visit Athens, and examine the laws of Solon.? On theirre-
turn,inthenext year, ten magistrates, called decemvirs,*were
chosen. They were to be the ruling power,’ and the consuls
and tribunes® resigned.” The new rulers did admirably
during the first term,® and completed ten tables of excel-

lent laws that were adopted by the Assembly of Cen-

turies.? Decemvirs were therefore chosen for a second term.

Appius Claudius® was the most popular of the first
body of decemvirs, and the only one who was reélected.!
But now all was quickly changed; the ten men became at
once odious tyrants,® and Appius Claudius was the chief
of all.  Each of the decemvirs was attended by twelve
lictors,’® bearing the fasces'4.with the axes wherever he
went in public.’® Two new tables of oppressive laws,
confirming the patricians in their hated privileges,'® were
added to the former tables.. When the year expired,”
the decemvirs called no new election, but held their office
in defiance of!® the senate and the people. No man’s life
was safe, and many leading persons'® fled from Rome.

One day, seeing a beautiful maiden, the daughter of a
plebeian named Virginius,? who was crossing the Forum,*

1 Law of the Twelve Tables, 3 # |+ = #&. Table, — % ",
FEmREREFEERaRAMAG Z LS ? Am-
bassadors, & 4#; 2 #i & pi. °Laws of Solon, # fi Bf i1 Z #.
Solon (s0/lun), # Mt ¥ 4 % (639?-559 B. C.). 4 Decemvirs (dé-
sém'vérz), §E % 8 @ Z+ Kk # % 'H. °Ruling power, i 5 2
@ %. ©Consuls and tribunes, $j, Bt 'K 5 & K 'F. "Resigned, j§
Kg: 9] 8. °Term, 4F #). °The Assembly of Centurics, 7 A [ &
@, ¥: § A [ % Servius Tullius (sér'vi-us tu'li-us), B £l 3% 3 A
Wk N —~EB—E AR—FHELEHZE AR A
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I ¥ . 12 Odious tyrants, W 1 /& Z X i #

2. 13Lictors, £ Fi; fif 2. 1 Fasces (fds'sz), — 3 ;2 #}t (lictors jf
1" Expired, ¥ #; #& T

. M #i. ° Leading persons, §§ i A #2-

20 Virginius (vér-jin‘i-is), wk #f JE [ %7. * Forum (f6'rm), &

B o B R S M b L & R B BT

16 Confirming the patricians in
KRBT R EZ8HE

13 Went in publie, 4 H.

their hated privileges, #& 3F & & 2l
MERERRE RN TR RE S

18Tn defiance of, 8% . .
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126 . SHORT SKETCHES FROM HISTORY

Claudius resolved to make her his own. So he directed a
client! to seize her on the charge? that she was the child
of one of his slaves, and then to bring the case before®
the decemvirs for trial. Claudius, of course, decided in
favor of* his client. Thereupon Virginius drew his daugh-
ter one side from the judgment seat® as if to bid her fare-
well.® Suddenly catching up a butcher’s knife? from a
block® near by, he plunged® it into his daughter’s heart,
crying, “Thus only can I make thee free!’’1

Then brandishing the red blade, he hastened to the
camp'? and roused the soldiers, who marched to the city,
breathing vengeance.’* When they came to the corpse!*
of the spotless'® Virginia, they swore that Rome should
be free. The plebeians flocked out'® once more to the
Sacred Mount.)” The decemvirs were forced to resign.
The tribunes and consuls were restored'® to power. Ap-
pius, in despair, committed suicide.'®

BATTLE OF THE CAUDINE FORKS?20

In the year 321 B. C. a Roman® army of forty thousand
men, headed by the consul?? Spurius Posthumius,? marched
against the Samnites.?® They seemed to have been suc-
cessful in the first few encounters. But later, Pontius,?

1Clent, B 2 W B ¥ % 5 & 8 2.3 B ?On the charge,
# 11 2. *To bring the case before, | I & #3; % #. *In favor
of, 78 $&. °®Drew his daughter one side from the judgment seat,
BELARBHEZ—- S WFEXNBEFHNEZ—MH. °As
if to bid her farewell, {E & 2% 3t B % — &F 2= 4 1 B &.
? Butcher’s knife, J& J]. °Block, ¥ B #ih. °Plunged, # A.
18 Thus only can I make thee free, & Z B 88 4 ¥k & H & M ¥ B
11 Brandishing, # #%. 12Camp, ¥ #45. ?°Breathing vengeance,
77 b 8 ths % . 4 Corpse (korps), & #f. '°Spotless, i i% &S

{
%.
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Bk AE 2B Bk R KT RO BRI
e RRWEHPIREBZ— TR DMK
R R 2 g, T U R BCE, B L
H BN L EMKEN B RES WK%
B2, B R — B — R
B . % — R, B B R 70, Ok G2 BT
i 4 Bk 70, W A A, PR B SRR SZ R BB 0 i
SR

Bk 9 J2 I 90 B A 36 %, e 4 AE L 9 W 2 T,
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d. BB OAR IR MR 0 F R
e WO BB METR. PR RCH K WUBCH BAT
B BB Kk, 0B R

BT RXOZW

 BBREMSES e R E AR
07 B 75 ok 7 2 R UG BE G A, B AR
W R PR RR. H 4 ACBE K A 2

B 1. 19 Flocked out, #% Bk ifi th. 7 Sacred Mount, ¥ |Ii, 7 7

BRLESTHBREREARKS T K& BN E & LR
2 j&. 1% Restored, Jjk #.” 1° Committed suicide, [ 3. *°Caudine

Forks (ké¢’din férks), 7 T R [H. * Roman (r6'mdn), £ /& #Y.
22 Consul, § % ¥, B¢ '¥. 2 Spurius Posthumius (spar'i-iis pdst-ha’-
mi-is[?]), A 4. 2 Samnites (sam'nits), & KX #l B ¥ Z % B &
25 Pontius (pdn’ti-us[?]), A 4.
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128 SHORT SKETCHES FROM HISTORY

the Samnite commander, by a stratagem,! enticed® them
into an ambush? at the Caudine Forks, in the neighborhood
of Caudium.* High mountains here inclose a little plain,®
having at each end a passage through a mnarrow defile.®
When the Romans were fairly in the basin,” the Samnites
suddenly appeared in both gorges.® The Romans were
taken by surprise’ and totally disabled to fight. Post-
humius and his men were forced to yield. But instead of
being put to death, they were subjected to the deepest
humiliation!® that could be inflicted; for the Samnite leader
sent them under the yoke.l

Each man, unarmed and clad only in a shu't“ had to
pass with bowed heads between two upright spears, upon
which rested a third. Having done so, they were made
to swear that Rome would never renew the war. Then
relying upon their promise, Pontius released and allowed
them to go home.

When Posthumius came back to Rome, he was severely
reproved’® by the senators,* who were very angry indeed
because he had agreed to fight no more. In their wrath,®
they vowed® that his promise to the Samnites should
never be kept. Then Posthumius told them that, since
they disapproved of his conduct so greatly, they had better
bind him hand and foot,!” ‘and send him back to the Sam-
nites.

18tratagem (strit’c-jém), §§ B%. 2 Enticed, §] §%. °Ambush
(#m’boosh), fk &. *¢Caudium (ko’di-um[?]), #jj 4. °Plain, 7 .
¢ Having at each end a passage through a narrow defile—participial
phrase, modifying the noun “plain.” Defile, (dé-fil’), fq .
7Basin, #% /. ©Gorges (g6rj’®¥z), & . °Taken by surprise=
caught unprepared. 1 Humiliation (hii-mil-i-a’shein), g 5. ** Sent
.+ + under the yoke, B M & $t 4 B 3 % i X F M il &
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BZMBEEAREFRKRRER R AP L
#9. HE IS 0L % BE R Lk BT B B R, R du 4
BB 2 TR, MU B A R L

% 5% Ji B. ?Unarmed and clad only in a shirt—participial phrase,
modifying the noun “man.” Clad=clothed. !%Reproved, & #&.
14 Senators (sén’a-térz), 2 # H. °In their wrath—adverbial
phrase, modifying the verb “‘vowed” ¢ Vowed, 3% #. '"Hand
" and foot—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “bind.”
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Strange to relate,! the senate took advantage of this
generosity,® and Posthumius, bound like a criminal?®
was led to the Samnite camp. When the enemy heard
that, although bound so securely, he had come there only
by his own free will, they were struck with admiration?
for his courage. They knew that the Romans were going
to continue the war, but they refused to take vengeance
on® Posthumius, and sent him home unharmed.

CATO® THE CENSOR?

Marcus Porcius Cato was one of the most noted of the
Romans during the Punic Wars.® He led an active life.
As a young man he fought in the Hannibalic® War, and
b as an old counselor did more than any other person to
‘ bring on the third war, which resulted in the destruction
of Carthage.10
Cato was the son of a peasant at Tusculum.> From his
father he received as an inheritance!? a scanty® farm in the
Sabine country,’ Near by were the cottage and farm of
the celebrated Roman commander Dentatus,’® one of the
popular heroes of the-Samnite!® Wars, of whom tradition
related that, when the Samnites on one occasionl? sought
to bribe him, they found him cooking turnips, and wanting
nothing that they could give him. Cato took this Worthy
| old Roman as his model.

i Stra.nge'to relate=it is strange to relate that—parenthetical
expression. %Generosity (jén-8r-8si-ti), [ #%. 3Bound like a
criminal—participial phrase, modifying the noun “Posthumius.”
¢ Admiration (dd-mi-rd’shan), 3 4% %. ®To take vengeance
on, [fj ... 3} . °®Cato (ka'to), & B H LR K F B & (2%4-

[ 149 B. C.). 7Censor (sén’sor or -sér), & % # %2 ’F. °Punic
P‘- (pa'nik) Wars, § & 52 3u 4 2t > B @ Punic =pertaining to the
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- ancient Carthaginians, ° Hannibalie (han-i-bal'ik), B # ¥ A& 3t %

. 4% Hannibal (hdn‘i-bdl) #y. 1° Carthage (kar’thdj), ¥ B 4, 75 3k M

Zdb #. M Tusculum (tus’kl-lim), #& & 3K 8§ Z 3 4. 2 Inherit-

" ance, 3it fE. !°Scanty, ok ¥ JZ 4. !4 Sabine (sd’bin) country, 7¢

& % Z ¥ Jb. Y® Dentatus (dén-ta'tis), § B ¥ B B 2 4 (4 %

- 7R F¥). '° Samnite (sdm’nit), F K Fl ¥ ¥ 2 B 1% 76 B L 56 8
% VO 1 5 M, % SR B % BR. 7 On one occasion, & — XK.
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At his time Greek ideas and customs were being intro-
duced into Rome. Cato set his face like a flint against!
all these innovations.? He visited Athens® and made a
speech to the people; but instead of addressing the Atheni-
ans? in their own language, which he could. speak well
enough, he talked to them in Latin,® simply in order to
rebuke those of his countrymen who affected® to regard
the Greek language as better than the Roman. He told
the Romans that Greek education and Greek literature
and philosophy” would bring their country to ruin.®

One of the most unattractive sides of Cato’s character
is revealed in his treatment of his slaves. He looked upon
them precisely as so much live stock, raising® them and
disposing of1° them just as though they were cattle. When
a slave became old or worn out he sold him, and recom-
mended such a course to others!* on the ground of its
économy.'? ; ‘

But notwithstanding all of Cato’s faults and shortcom-
ings, his character was noble and admirable. His services,
especially those which he rendered the state as censor,
were appreciated by his fellow citizens, who set up in his
honor a statue with this inscription: .‘“This statue was
erected to Cato because when censor,!® finding the state
of Rome corrupt and degenerate, he, by introducing wise
regulations and virtuous discipline, restored it.”

1 Set his face like a flint against =determined to oppose. % Inno-

vations, 3 ¥ 4. ° Athens (sth'énz), # Ht; 75 B 3% 4. ¢ Athe-
nians (a-thé'ni-dnz), H M A. °Latin (l&t/in), i T 54 © Affected
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14l

=impressed; moved, §% Bj. ?Philosophy, ¥ 8. ®Bring ... to
ruin, f . . . J& . ° Raising, & %fi. !°Disposing of, 3. ! Re-
commended such a course to ofhers, P) Mk F& ¥ ¥ (b5 i o &k
B4 B A ME B 2 &) H i A. 20n the ground of its
economy, Ul #% % 4 2 ¥ i 5. ! When censor=when he was -
Censor.
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THE VICTORY OF PYRRHUS!

The wealthy cities of southern Italy? during the last part
of the third century B. C. offered a great tempting prize
to Roman greed.> Before long many of them* received
Roman garrisons® and bowed to the rule of the Latin
republic.! Tarentum,” the most important of the Greek
colonies,® held jealously to her independence. Butb she was
not strong enough to face the Romans, and therefore ‘
turned to Pyrrhus, King of Epirus,? for help. ;

Pyrrhus, an ambitious cousin of Alexander the Great,®
proudly led into Italy twenty-five thousand soldiers, with

. a large number of war elephants. The Roman troops met
them at Heraclea,’* and a terrible battle ensued. But the
Romans could not break the bristling ranks of the Greek
phalanx,’® and shrank back before the huge -elephants
which they had never seen before. Finally they retreated,
and Pyrrhus won the victory. But Pyrrhus lost so many
brave spldiers that he exclaimed, “Another such victory,
and T am lost.” In allusion to this reputed exclamation
of his,!® a success obtained ati too great a cost has since been
called a “Pyrrhic* victory.” '

After the war, Pyrrhus walked over the battle field.
When he saw the Romans lying with wounds in front,!®
and their countenances'® stern in death, he cried out,
“With such soldiers, how easily could I'conquer the world!™

1 Pyrrhus (pir‘ts), 7 Ji Epirus B 2 B F (818-272 B. 0.).
2 Ttaly (it'a-1), @k ¥ ¥ ¥ 2 Bl 4. °Roman (r6'mdn) greed, & &
A 2Z & i» *Them=cities. ° Garrisons (gar'i-s'nz), Ff 3% Z 8
Bk. ©Latin (1§t%in) republic, % /& 3t 1 . ' Tarentum (ta-rén’-
tam), & K Fl & B &, Bp 4 Z Taranto (t&'rin-t5). ® Greek (grék)
colonies, 7% & #f R #i. °Epirus, (e-pitds), 7 M & B 4.
10 Alexander (&l-8g-zan’dér) the Great, Macedon B E Z £ (366~




