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1. Get to know the following phrases and talk about family types.

2. Talk about your mother. Which of the following words best describes your mother?

3. In the face of a disaster, how will you maintain the will to survive?

ki _ 4
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Text A -

Imagine that someone you love went missing during a severe earthquake and there was little

hope that he or she would survive. What would you do? Would you give up your hope or would
you do your best to find him/her? Read the following moving story to find out what a mother did

. when faced with such a situation and how she discovered the power of love.

In 1989 a 6.9 earthquake almost flattened America, killing a lot of people in less than four

minutes. In the midst of the disaster, a mother rushed to the school where her son was supposed
to be, only to discover that the building was as flat as a pancake.
After the unforgettable initial shock, she remembered the promise she had made to her
’ son: “No matter what happens, I’ll always be there for you!” Tears began to fill her eyes. As she
looked at the pile of ruins that once was the school, it looked hopeless, but she kept remembering
her commitment to her son.
She began to direct her attention towards where she walked her son to school each mormng
Remembering her son’s . clh”sroom would be i in the back nght emr f

’ there and started digging throﬁhe ruins.

As she was digging, oth pless parents arrived, clutching t

i “My daughter!” O l-meaning parenfi“’i tried to pull her off what 1
saying: “It’s teo"late! They’re all dﬁ’;ﬁ'&u car’t help! Go home|
o , .

there’s nothmg you can ol”
’ To each parent she respor
continued to dl&’f{.’)’f
school’s ruins "

“hour, she
€, TARMAND!”
%m that if you\w_

ised, no matter

in there? How is

and thankful you’re



Unit 1 Family and Marriage

here. When the building collapsed, it made a triangle, and it saved us.

“Come out, son!”

“No, Mom! Let the other kids out first because I know you’ll get me! No matter what (
happens, I know you’ll always be there for me!” (440 words)

New Words )

4 . Y ' . .
clutch /klatf/ vz. to hold (sth.) tightly #1{¥, "Z41
collapse /ko'leeps/ vi. to fall down suddenly {3}
commitment /ka'mitmoant/ n. a promise to do sth. or to behave in a particular way
ik, W
courageously /ka'reidzosly/ adv. bravely 53 #jiih
explosion /iks'plauzan/ n. T
flatten /'fletn/ v to make sth. flat or flatter, or to become flat or flatter

(fif) ZBF
happening at the beginning; first W), FFEAM
a child /%, L

initial /i'"nifal/ adj. ]

kid /kid/ n. l

reality /ri'elitt/ n. I what actually happens or is true, not what is imagined

{ or thought F{5

ruins /'rumnz/ n. ~ { [ 280 ] RS, Kk

scared /skead/ adj. frightened ZYE 1)
{ grateful JEEE Y
\

=t

thankful /'0Oxpkful/ adj.
triangle /'traiengl/ n. ]

cPhrases and Expressions— T D

break out

£
direct one’s attention towards

N Zh
make a promise

Fik, FEiH

well-meaning

"Proper'Names
LArmand /'azmpnd/ frrfs (BF4)
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1. 1989 4 10 A 17 H, EMEIHG AL KRR, RHEHIIT 6.9 %, B 20 el & mE K
Rili 2 1 B 5 UK KRR, UK T 1906 4F [l 2 2 FR A IH 4 1l 8.6 K HifE . i,
P OLT KNSR 2 s G BT LAAE 16 22 B, MR Ko A48 J& 0 MM A TH 4 1 31 i
SERLT THFERICHR A M X . 3 b R R i ) 8 B AR LA

2. ...a mother rushed to the school where her son was supposed to be, only to discover that the
building was as flat as a pancake. 4~a] "1 only to /R 5-Fh A 8 FURHKI 25 5

3. No matter what happens, I'll always be there for you! AXGJf{) L. NMERETHAH,
TS AAAR ., X B AY No matter what 47 L4 JH] Whatever {8# .

4. Other well-meaning parents tried to pull her off what was left of the school, ... 74~ 4] & &

FIRARIR Y, filan
At that time he could only eat what was left of the meal. APt F Gz L6 70 117 ) 5% .

5. There are 14 of us left out of 33. AR FEEIL. 33 Ah R FIRAT 14 A AP left
FRERE 4 HP iy left —FE, FoR “FIAR" WERL

Notes

Online Resources

More information about earthquakes is available at:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthquake

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/

Comprehension

Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. What was the mother’s feeling the moment she saw the ruins of the school?

2. What was it that made the mother determined to find her son, regardless of whether he was

alive or dead?




Unit 1 Family and Marriage

3. When other parents said, “Come on, face reality, there’s nothing you can do!”, what did they

mean?

4. How many children in the boy’s class were killed in the earthquake?

5. Which sentence in the text do you think best represents the spirit of the mother?

Vocabulary

Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below, changing the
form if necessary.

initial commitment collapse scared thankful
clutch respond ruins well-meaning chief

1. After graduation, Mike was employed as a temporary ( IIEHFH) ) worker.

2. The hunter the rope we threw to him and climbed up the cliff.

3. After the earthquake, the building was in and no one survived.

4. No matter who praised him, Armand with a big smile.

5. Our company has a to quality and customer service.

6. The roof of the house in the storm.

7. The police announced that the murderer had been arrested.

8. Youth should learn to be for small acts of kindness.

9. Although she knows that her friend is very , sometimes Mary doesn’t understand her
actions.

10. My grandma was so of flying that she always preferred to take a train.

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the given words.

1. The crops were (flat) by the heavy rain.
2. Columbus (discover) America in the year 1492 and this (discover) changed the
course of history.
. As far as I was concerned, the trip to South Africa was a (an) (forget) experience in my life.
. The poor man lay (help) in hospital, with no relatives or friends to take care of him.
. Tom (tear) up his test paper so that his mother wouldn’t see his low grades.
. To some people, TV is often used as an escape from
. Politics can be an (explosion) subject. Let’s discuss a lighter topic.

. He was wrong, yet (courage) to admit his mistake.




Writing

Study the model and complete the following sentences by translating the
Chinese into English using only to.

Model: Tom arrived at the South Pole ( Fg#% ) on January 18th, (&5
7% PR AT e fE L SRR ).

—» Tom arrived at the South Pole on January 18th, only to find that Armand had got there
before him.

1. Mary ran all the way to the railway station, (R EMAECEREITT ).

2. Jack hurried to the booking office, (R BT A OSSR T ).

3. Tom hurried home, (G5 R A CE TR ).

4. The CEO got to the office early in the morning, (ZERHERZET—N).

5. The news reporters hurried to the airport, (L5 RS e HRET 2 T ).

Paragraph Writing
Part one: Introduction

A paragraph is a basic unit of organization in writing, in which a group of related sentences
develop one main idea.

A paragraph may stand by itself. It may also be a part of a longer piece of writing such as an
essay or a chapter in a book.

Part Two: Parts of a Paragraph

A paragraph has three major structural parts: a topic sentence, supporting sentences, and if
necessary, a concluding sentence.

The topic sentence states the main idea of the paragraph. It not only names the topic of the
paragraph, but also limits the topic to one or two areas that can be discussed completely in the
space of a single paragraph. The specific area is called the controlling idea.

Supporting sentences develop the topic sentence. They explain the topic sentence by giving
reasons, examples, facts, statistics, and quotations.

The concluding sentence signals the end of the paragraph, sums up the argument made, and
leaves the readers with important points to remember.

1. Choose the best topic sentence and concluding sentence for the following two paragraphs.

(There are two sentences you don’t need.)

® Many aspects of human communication are nonverbal ( A5 #EFRILH ).
@® Thanks very much for your letter.
® So, body language in all its forms is a powerful tool for communication.

@ Call me and let me know what’s happening.




