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Hainan was established as a province in 1988. It is located off the
southern tip of mainland China, lying across the Qiongzhou Strait
directly south of Guangdong Province and Hong Kong. Flying time
from Hong Kong to Haikou is approximately 50 minutes. With the
Gulf of Tongkin to the west and the South China Sea to the

southeast, Hainan sits astride a major international waterway.

The climate of Hainan Island is tropical, with a temperature range
of 22-26°C, and annual rainfall of 1500-2000mm.

Hainan Province consists of the island of Hainan, Paracel and
Spratly Islands, Macclesfield Bank and their adjoining waters.
Hainan Island itself covers 34,000 sq. km of land area. Haikou is

the provincial capital city.

With a population of 8.1 million, Hainanese are primarily Han in

ethnicity, but there are also more than 1.3 million from the Li, Miao

and other ethnic groups. More than 3 million overseas Chinese

originally from Hainan are currently living in over 60 countries and
regions throughout the world, making Hainan one of China's three

largest sources of overseas Chinese.

Hainan Province accounts for approximately 42% of China's total
tropical crop area. The soil and climate conditions are particularly
suitable for tropical high-yield agriculture, such as rubber, coconut,
oil palm, betel nuts, coffee, cashew nuts, sisal hemp, peppers and
tropical fruits. A competitive advantage is the capacity to provide
produce to other parts of China in winter months.

Hainan Island boasts one of the world's best-preserved rainforests,
with forested area covering 54.5% of the island's total land area.
The region has a great diversity of animal species and plant life:
4,600 species of plants and 580 wild animal species. Among the
highly protected species that make their home in Hainan are the



black-crowned gibbon and the Hainan eldi deer. Known as Home
to Natural Herbal Drugs, Hainan is one of the major producers of

herbal drugs in South China.

Hainan's coastline extends 1,811 kilometers, with numerous
scenic bays. There remains significant potential for further
development of ocean-based industries, such as sea-fisheries,

deep-sea fishing and ocean transportation.

Hainan is rich in offshore natural gas and land-based minerals. It
is estimated that the Yinggehai, Qiongdongnan, and Zhujiangkou
Basins have more than 5 trillion cubic meters of natural gasin

reserve. The province has over 50 land-based minerals, with the

Shilu Iron Mine containing 70% of the highest quality iron ore in
China.

Hainan is a highly desirable tropical tourist destination, offering

tropical seashore vacationing and tours such as “eco-” , sports,

folklore and healthcare/fitness.

Hainan was designated by the State Environmental Protection
Administration of China as the nation's pioneer Province in
Ecological Preservation. It maintains a first-class air quality
ranking, and 80% of the potable water is in the highest two levels

of the national standard.

There are 6 national forest parks in Hainan. Its 66 natural
reserves comprise 7% of the national total, ranking it at the top

among all the provinces across the country.

Statistics of China's national census indicate that the average life
expectancy in Hainan is 73 years, ranking top in China. Hainan
thus earns its reputation as the “Island of Longevity” and “Island
of Health” .
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