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Yearning tor Peace

If you look at the world wars from the perspective of a Chinese you
would always relate them to the comprehensive and abstract Eastern way of
thinking. If you evaluate the world clothing with the concept of the Chinese
people you could never separate from the deep accumulation of the Chinese
civilization. Moreover, there are Chinese norms of ethics and the Chinese
concept of victory and defeat.... However, the world does not rotate in our
sight, nor does it develop according to our will. The world has its own way of
doing things, and war, as an important part of the world, is by no means an
exception.

For thousands of years, human beings and war have existed hand in
hand. The maturity of civilization does not reduce the status of war. Despite
the fact that war has been cursed by countless people, war has never re-
treated. While human beings avoid mentioning the word, their desire for war
has never been weakened. While the excuse for war is becoming much nobler,
the number of war never lessens. Mankind’s dream of abandoning war will
remain a fairy tale in the foreseeable future. And there are only two ways to
achieve this goal: human beings wiping out war or being wiped out by war. Of
course, we have every reason to hope for the former, though it may be in the
very, very distant future.

Wars are just like the sad meteoric showers streaking across the beautiful
night sky. Some are as dark as the night sky; some are as bright as the shining
light; and some are like the burning flames with long-lasting effects and thought-
provoking. The warriors are like the proud flowers, hard armors, shining
flags, and red tassels with bloody memories....

This is the eternal story of man and war, and this is the eternal story of
war and military uniforms.

Military uniforms are the clothing worn by warriors in war. Originally
they were derived from the ordinary clothes. The birth of military uniform

was after the appearance of war and before the establishment of military
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army. The very appearance of military clothing is the milestone of the escala-
tion of the complexity and professionalism of human warfare until it crossed
a critical point.

Regardless of individuality or collectivity, military clothing and ordi-
nary clothing (or civilian clothing) have something in common both in nature
and in connotation. As for an individual, military and civilian clothes both
have basic functions of keeping warmth and covering the body. At the collec-
tive level, uniform both for military and civilian use is a symbol of one com-
mon political purpose or religious belief. This commonality is the theoretic
framework that we explore from the clothing culture.

The subject of war is human beings: weapons and military equipment
are invented by human beings; military strategies are conceived by human
beings; and military projects are carried out by human beings. To ensure that
everyone in war functions well on their own positions, military uniform is
the key point of the matter. Any ignoring of the protective function of the
military uniforms will result in the soldiers bearing a large number of undue
casualties, just like the hundreds and thousands of Persian warriors fallen
down in Marathon Plains. Any ignoring of the warm-keeping function of the
military uniforms will make the soldiers as miserable as the Nazi Army de-
feated in Moscow. Any ignoring of the function of being easy-recognized will
lead to accidental injury. Any ignoring of the function of military-rank-mark-
ing will cause confusion, which will eventually lead to the entire malfunction
of the war machine.... It is the tragic wars and painful lessons from failure
that enrich the types of military dress and improve its performance. What we
need to think about is the changes from the success or failure of the stories.

Ever since ancient times and from home and abroad, soldiers went to the
battlefield one generation after another. Their heroism set an example for the
following generations, and their heroic deeds are extolled by the posterity.
Pictures and sculptures solidify their powerful body, blazing clothes and the

flaming sight from under the helmets.
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