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he history of Chinese studying over- we see that overseas study has always been ]
seas dates back nearly 120 years, to pursued by us for rather utilitarian ends. —=A

1872, at the end of the Ch’ing dynasty, From the pursuit of national wealth and
when the first group of students were sent power of the late Ch’ing, through the hope
overseas. That 120-year-long period finally for national salvation through science of Preface(1)
brought China’s 5,000-year-old civilization this century, up to today’s heavy emphasis
into the modern era by enabling the country  on science, engineering, finance, economics
to mediate between the traditional and and trade, utilitarian goals have always
the modern and replace the outmoded with stayed in the mainstream.
the new by means of self-reflection and During the past 10 or 20 years, an ever
knowledge about the modern world. greater proportion of overseas students have

The purposes of overseas study have dif- gone there to study the humanities and
fered with each stage of its history. The social sciences, and overseas study has a
main goal during the late Ch’ing dynasty much less utilitarian coloring than it did in
was the pursuit of wealth and military the past. If the goal of overseas study was
power, which was basically a search for once national salvation, it is now self-
the material aspects of Western civilization. realization, or enabling the individual to
But after the invasion of the Western powers realize his or her ideals in life. I personally
in response to the Boxer Rebellion in 1900, believe that to build up a society and a
we realized that more powerful ships and nation one must start by rebuilding the in-
cannons couldn’t solve our problems unless dividual. Without balanced and happy
the system and our thinking also changed. individuals, there can be no balanced and
The goal of overseas study in the 20th cen- happy society.
tury was no longer simply the material That is why we have decided to describe
aspects of civilization and the path to various famous universities around the world
wealth and power, as evidenced by the new for the reference of our readers. There are
implications of the call for science and many famous schools of higher learning
democracy during the May Fourth move- around the world, each with its own special
ment. Since the transfer of the R.O.C.’s features, and we tried to provide in-depth
government to Taiwan, the condition of insights and analysis beyond the statistics
overseas studies has steadily matured. The and figures that will be of practical assistance
number of countries that students go to has to those planning to realize their personal
increased, and the scope of their studies has ideals by studying in a distant land.
broadened. Looking back over the entire This book is dedicated to every Chinese
period from the late 19th century, however, who has studied abroad or is going to.
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f you’re a young person, do you long
to study at a world-famous university
in pursuit of life’s finer values? Would
you like to converse in the same classroom
with distinguished professors and topnotch
students? Are you hoping to increase your
future chances for career advancement?
Are you looking to find a bosom friend?

If you’re a parent, would you like your
son or daughter to achieve in good time the
“four great dreams of youth’’ above?

No matter who you may be, do you like
reading his tories? If your answer to any
of the above questions is yes, then this book
is for you.

The reasons that world-famous universi-
ties have become famous have nothing to
do with how high their status was when
they were founded, with whether they are
public or private, or with how spacious
their campuses are. The University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley was established for one
simple reason: the people who came to San
Francisco during the Gold Rush felt they
needed a college for their children, so they
set one up on a plot of land in a pine forest
on the opposite shore of the San Francisco

Bay. The University of Cambridge, re-
nowned as the immortal cradle of English
poets, had a most inglorious beginning: a
longstanding feud at Oxford University be-
tween town and gown broke out into open
war in 1209 when a student murdered a
townswoman. Two innocent professors were
killed by the local populace in revenge, and
scholars fled to all corners of the country,
quite a few of them settling down in Cam-
bridge, where they founded the university.
Other universities were founded, like Oxford,
to produce men of the cloth, or, like
Stanford, in memory of a son who passed
away before being able to attend college.
Few of them were founded with such lofty
reasons or rhetoric as Chinese universities.

And few of their campus facilities would
have been up to official R.O.C. Ministry
of Education standards. When Princeton
University, which was called the Academy
of New Jersey at the time, was moved to
the city of Princeton in 1756, it comprised
just one building. And the mother of
European universities, the University of
Paris, actually consists of 13 separate uni-
versities scattered all over Paris.
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But each of the world-famous universities
became that way because they insisted on
certain common ideals, the most fun-
damental being full academic freedom.
Only with academic freedom can the duties
of research, teaching and service be carried
out properly and can innovations be intro-
duced by the leadership when needed. The
quarterly system, for instance, which is now
used by many American colleges in place
of the semester system, was initiated by the
first president of the University of Chicago,
who was just 35 at the time. And the
creation of California’s famous Silicone
Valley was a byproduct of a joint teaching,
research and intern program that Stanford
University set up with the business com-
munity in 1959. With these innovations, the
universities truly lived up to the expectations
held of them to be leaders of society.

Institutions like these are chock-full of
talented students and allow students full
rights in electing their courses of study.
That’s why it is said that world-famous uni-
versities are places for young people to
realize the four great dreams of pursuing
life’s finer values, finding outstanding

teachers and fellow students, preparing for
a career and making lifelong friends.
Studying at a noted university does indeed
increase one’s career prospects, in the busi-
ness world the same as in the government.
According to statistics compiled by Fortune
magazine (June 18, 1990) degree holders
from 66 graduate schools in the U.S. hold
down a preponderance of high-level posi-
tions at major corporations. The graduates
of famous schools are not necessarily many
in number, but they stand out from the rest.

We may not all be outstanding, but we
can all further our educations. And whether
or not we intend going to study there, we can
still enjoy reading about these 12 noted in-
stitutions.
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To enter university is the goal of all
aspiring scholars, but many young
people also dream of studying at a university
abroad. Which are the world’s most famous
universities? How do foreign universities
differ from those here in Taiwan?

Since 1988, Sinorama magazine has been
sending reporters and photographers to
personally visit famous universities in a
number of countries for a series of articles
introducing the history, academic approach,
unique features and atmosphere of each
institution, also portraying various aspects
of the life lived by Chinese students studying
there. This lengthy series, which provides
detailed and accurate data on great uni-
versities of the world, has been widely
welcomed among the student population.
We often hear from callers asking when
the series will appear in book form.

Famous Universities Round The World is
to be published in three volumes, covering
the top 15 universities as rated in the
Gourman Report (not including American
universities), such as Paris, Oxford and
Cambridge; the top 15 American universities,
such as Harvard, Standford and Chicago;
and four great Japanese institutions —
Tokyo, Waseda, Kyoto and Keio universities.
To avoid keeping readers on tenterhooks

™

g

for too long, we have decided to go ahead
and publish Volume One first, containing
six great universities of the world and six
famous American universities. The re-
maining two volumes will appear in due
course.

It should be pointed out that although
this book follows the ratings provided in
the Gourman Report, this is by no means
the only listing of famous universities.
Other rankings may produce a different
result due to different assessment methods
and standards. Despite minor differences
in the order of ranking, it can be con-
fidently asserted that all the institutions
described in Famous Universities Round
The World are world-famous universities
of international repute. If read with care
these articles should easily make it possible
to distinguish each school’s special features
and approach.

The appended university rankings, which
are provided as reference, have been com-
piled on the basis of the 1989 Gourman
Report and the 1990 listing published by
U.S. News and World Report.

Finally, whether you are preparing to
study overseas or not, we hope that after
reading this book you will reap some benefit
either of a practical or inspirational nature.
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(Left) Towering
high-rises and
bustling crowds
give Paris
University VIl an
active, vibrant
look.
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(Right) Young
university students
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he French have always trumpeted

liberty, independence, and noncon-

formity, and a similar spirit seems to be
reflected in their universities.

The University of Paris, hailed as ‘‘the
mother of European universities’’ and still
ranked among the best in the world, has
no graduation ceremony, no mortarboards,
no faculty advisers, no class bells—and
no campus either. . .

If a tourist were to ask, ‘“How do you get
to the Unjversity of Paris?’”’ the response
would likely be a shrug of the shoulders
and a look that says, ‘“‘Don’t ask me!”’

It might be Parisian indifference or the
person might really not know, but the
chief reason for the lack of response would
probably be that the question displays so
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much ignorance in and of itself that the
person doesn’t know how to begin giving
an answer.

“There are thirteen national universities
in the Paris metropolitan area, each of them
called the University of Paris,”” explains Li
Pingtzu, director of the Alliance Francaise de
Taipei at National Taiwan Normal Universi-
ty. Each university has its own history,
background, characteristics, and fields of
expertise, so that even the students themselves
don’t necessarily know all the ins and outs
of it.

The predecessor of Paris University, a
group of schools associated with the Church,
arose at the end of the ninth century and
achieved international recognition during
the first part of the twelfth century, under
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Lotus ponds and
palm trees make
up a typical
campus scene on
Taiwan. In Paris
it’s glass office
buildings.
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Only the Sorbonne
district still retains
the venerable air of
a famous
institution.

HRESABE 16

gt €8 ~ LI ARBAIR S B
FIAERRE ~ RRRER 5 EHRe [ SR
# ] TR TR EMER g2 > At
M T ABERE ] B o

{BFEFE MO R Bl R IR IR R L
ABBEERE R AL E ~ LEERF
HIRBARE B - R S ERAE
BB R AR R - TR S FE
BRR AR o Nite OB ABBER]
AOFEMRAIRNEBIE AR » BRER IR
HHEE B — KR -

[ FREEA] 2 B iR R B #
17 76 fE A R R IE A HI RS T » DATHRE R
HHE o EABIERFI A PR - BT (4L

R o BREHAER . | FEFEL -

AR BREHBENREEHE R Z R [
MR o RENSEROEELECBHTANY [ Erl -
{H B A AR B R 0 i i 2s MR BR AL
S AIEA [ AREEE GRS | (R o

YE "ERER,

OIS  FELGES ~ BB EHER=
Kb H—E TR ARSIk &
B~ Buh >~ RERAIEE R 0 EBAZ TR
NS AEAEH AT DUSE B » Wi—fY

BEHLIZF0E » BN InE—& » i
S ?
A THR] SEMBREEEA > ®




