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A Brief Introduction

The West Hill, also called the West Dongting Hill, is an island in the southeast of Lake Tai, about 45 kilometers from the city of
Suzhou.

The West Hill Island measures about 82 square kilometers, which makes it the largest island in Lake Tai. Undulating lush green
hills and murmuring brooks and springs spread over the island, a land of rich produce in fish, rice, and fruits since ancient times.

Archeological finds give evidence to human activities here back in the Neolithic Times 5,000 years ago. It is said that King Fu
Chai of Wu State in the Spring and Autumn Period used to stay here with his beautiful concubine Xi Shi to enjoy the cool air here
and appreciate the moon, and some remains are still discernable today, such as the Cool Summer Bay and the Bright Moon Bay. In
the beginning of the Southern Song dynasty, large numbers of nobilities immigrated with the royal court from the north to the
south, and many of them settle down here on the West Hill, which spurred on the cultural and economic development on the island.
During the Ming and Qing period, many inhabitants here went out to enga‘ée in business and trade in Jiangsu and Zhejiang
provinces, and even to the Hunan and Guangdong provinces further south, and after making a fortune, returned here to build
residences with large compounds and halls. Consequently, the West Hill came to be called "the hill of a thousand halls".

The West Hill is one of the regions in China where ancient villages have been well preserved in the original form. To this day,
there are still dozens of clusters of ancient villages with 100-odd ancient mansions, and old roads, streets, lanes, gardens and
ancient dwelling houses are seen all over the island. The ancient villages, rich in historical significance, are a precious cultural
heritage.

This book is intended to introduce, through selected photographic works and cursive captions, the typical ancient villages of
Luli, Tangli, Dongcun, Houbu, the Bright Moon Bay, and the Cool Summer Bay, which will give the reader a picture of simplistic
antiquity of the thousand-old West Hill.
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Luli, also known as Luwanli, is situated on the western tip of the island. It was named after the
scholar Lu Li, one of the four seniors in Mount Shangshan in the early Han dynasty, who built his
hermitage here. A canal dug in the Sui and Tang period, running for 1.5 kilometers to give access to
Lake Tai, is called Zhengjing Harbor, crossed by two ancient bridges, South Star Bridge and Eternal
Peace Bridge.

At the mouth of the harbor is the Temple of Lord Yu, a famous historical site on the West Hill,
currently on the list of cultural relics of Suzhou Municipality. The stone-laid Guduzhui wharf is right in
front of it.

Village houses are built along the canal. A scene of inhabitants' houses, harbor, small bridges, and
fruit orchards afford an enchanting panorama.




