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This is the first unit of
preview Book Two. In the Lis-

tening and Speaking
section, you will learn how to ask for and
give clarification. In the Reading and Writ-
ing section, you will learn some interesting
aspects of the English language. Text A
relates some real stories about how misun-
derstandings arise when one fails to catch
the English word correctly; Text B presents
some mysteries of the English language;
and Practical Reading is a CNN’s program
schedule.
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[ . Objectives

After studying this unit, the students are expectedv to be able to

1.
2.

Al

&

master the basic language and skills necessary to ask for and give clarification;

understand the main ideas of Texts A and B, and master the useful sentence

structures and words and expressions found in the exercises relevant to the

first two texts;

grasp the basic English grammar of subject-verb agreement (1);

know how to write a letter of invitation;

read a CNN’s program schedule;

guess the meaning of unknown words in context (1 )i

[l . Suggested Teaching Plan

Time

Contents

Plan

2 periods | Preview

Listening and
Speaking

The teacher begins with the Preview to make sure that
the students have some idea of what this unit is all

about. After that, the teacher activates the Listening

and Speaking exercises as follows:

A. Have a warm-up activity by asking students what
they say when they are not clear about what has
been said or have become puzzled about a particu-
lar point just mentioned;

B. Have the students listen to Ex.1 (2-3 times) and
fill in the blanks with the missing words;

C. Ask one student to read aloud the talk so students
can check their completed answers;

D. Ask other students to present their opinions on a

particular subject or situation, trying to use the

expressions learned in Ex. 1.




Unit 1

Time

Contents

Plan

A. Go through the new words in the first dialogue in
Ex.3 H

B. Have the students listen to the conversation twice

and fill in the blanks with the missing words;

C. Ask students to answer the questions about the
conversation

D. Now have them look for the language used to ask
for and give clarification;

E. Next, students can role-play the dialogue;

F. Then have them either do the same with the second
dialogue or be creative with it;

G. Finally,study the structures presented in Ex. 4, and
create situations for conversations in which students
are encouraged to ask for and give clarification

using the language they have picked up in Ex.1.

Before ending, the teacher tells the students how to
do Ex.5-10 as their assignment. The teacher also
tells them that they should be prepared to answer the
questions in Ex. 9 and give an oral presentation on

the topic in Ex. 10 when next they come to class.

3 periods

Review of the
listening and
speaking skills
the students

have learned

The teacher begins with the assignment mainly to review
the functional and notional language the students picked
up in the previous classes. The teacher asks some students
to answer the questions in Ex. 9 of the Listening and
Speaking section and invites a few students to tell their
classmates their opinions on the topic of “Life would be

meaningless without misunderstandings. ”
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Time Contents Plan

Then, the teacher turns to the Reading and Writing

section. ( These activities should be completed in 15

minutes. )

Text A & 1) Starter

text-related After a brief explanation of the instructions, the teacher

exercises A. gives the students a few minutes to think about the
questions in the starter;

B. asks some students to tell the others their responses.
(10 minutes)

2) Text A

The teacher

A. lets the students answer the text-related questions,
helps them identify the main idea of each paragraph
and analyzes some difficult sentences and some lan-
guage points while discussing the whole text with
the students (one and a half periods) ;

B. guides the students through the exercises, focusing
on certain items or leaving some exercises as the
students’ homework, according to the students’ dif-
ferent levels of English (one period).

1 period | Grammar 1) Grammar Review
Review The teacher explains to the students what the sub-
ject-verb agreement is, and then asks the students to
do the grammar exercises in class.
Practical 2) Practical Writing
Writing The teacher tells as well as shows the students how

to write an invitation by doing Ex. 12 of Practical
Writing , and then requires the students to do Ex. 13

and Ex. 14 as their homework.
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Time Contents Plan

2 periods | Text B & 1) Text B
textrelated While discussing the text with the students, the
exercises teacher calls on them to pay attention to the structure

of the paragraphs of the text, introducing briefly the
concept of the topic sentence. Exercises 16 and Ex.

17 can be done either in class or after class.

Practical 2) Practical Reading
Reading This part should either be read by the students them-

selves as their homework or done in class.

Basic Reading |3) Basic Reading Skills

Skills The teacher tells the students how to guess the mean-
ings of unknown words in context (1), and asks

them to do the exercises in Basic Reading Skills.

. Background Information
English Language

The English language is the most widely spoken language in the world. It is used
as either a primary or secondary language in many countries.

During the 1500s, fewer than 2 million people spoke English. All of them lived in
what is now Great Britain. Through the centuries, as the result of various historical
events, English spread throughout the world. Today, about 400 million people speak
English as their native language. Most of them live in Australia, Canada, Great Brit-
ain, Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa, and the United States.

Another 100 million people living chiefly in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and in
many African countries speak English in addition to their own language. An additional
200 million people probably know at least some English. (From the /1998 World Book
Multimedia Encyclopedia)

Characteristics of English

Vocabulary. English has a larger vocabulary than any other language. There are

more than 600,000 words in the largest dictionaries of the English language.



