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Some freshmen may worry about which course to take and which major to
choose. If you don’t know what you want to do after college (and let’s face
it, there’s no reason for anybody of college age to know what profession they
want to enter), you should select courses that interest you and will expose you
to different fields. Most students know which major they want to pursue by the
time they have to formally choose one. Even if you are unsure or later decide
that your choice isn’t the best one, there is usually time to switch majors.
Don’t forget, your major doesn’t have to determine what you will do for the
rest of your life.
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Directions _gum

Choose the best answer according to the following passage.
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Starting time

In the English educational system, students take three very important
examinations. The first is the eleven-plus, which is taken at the age of eleven
or a little pést. At one time the ability or attitude shown on the eleven—plus
would have determined if a child stayed in school. Now, however, all children
continue in comprehensive schools, and the eleven —plus determines which
course of study the child will follow. At the age of fifteen or sixteen, the
student is tested for the Ordinary Level of the General Certificate of
Education. This examination covers a wide range of subjects; once students
have passed this exam, they are allowed to specialize, so that two-thirds or
more of their courses will be in physics, chemistry, classical languages, or
whatever they wish to study at greater length. The final examination, at
eighteen, covers only the content of the special subjects. Even at the
universities, students study only in their concentrated area, and very few
students ever venture outside that subject again; in a real sense, the English
boy or girl is a specialist from the age of fifteen.

1. The purpose of this passage is to
A. show why most English students are spec1ahsts”
B. show the superiority of the English educational system
C. discuss the equality of the English educational system
D. describe the three tests in the English educational system
2. We may conclude from the passage that :
A. the exam that is taken at age eighteen is easier than the other two exams
B. failure on the eleven-plus exam excludes a student from further schooling
C. higher education is much narrower in scope in England than in America
D. physics and chemistry are the two inost popular courses of study
3. The passage suggests that
A. most people in England are college-educated
B. schooling is very closely controlled in England
C. the fail even—plus exam is quite h1gh
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Directions _gmm

After reading the following passage, fill in the blanks with the right form of
the word provided at the end of each sentence. '

Starting time

How to Greet a Foreign Friend

When you are introduced to foreign friends, you should greet them with
“How do you do?” while shaking hands with them for a few seconds. The next
thing is, perhaps, the presenting of a business card, which is also called a name
card. You should accept the card with a smile and a quick browse, and at the
same time, offer yours.

Nowadays, business cards have become more and more popular in an
introduction. They contain not only the bearer’s name, profession and title, but
also the address, telephone number, postal code, e-mail address and some other
useful information and personal data. To a foreign friend, we should remember
to present a card either with an English version or written in English, because
most English speakers don’t have competence in reading Chinese. In most
cases, a Chinese name is hard to pronounce for foreign friends. So you should
make it as simple as possible in the introduction. Probably, you may give them
your family name only. They will feel very pleased to pronounce your name
correctly. After this short greeting ritual, most foreigners expect to move on
quickly to the business. So you can shift to the business topic naturally.

T4 adutt,

1. In an /2, the young person is usually '_ﬁrst to the old one. (intro-
duce)

2. The _____ ritual is very exciting. And each winner is ____ with a medal
(present)

3. The cards usually _ a lot of information about the _ . (bear)

4. The _ works very hard in his lab. He is very devoted to his _ . (pro-
fessional)

5. This card is _  in Chinese and the _  style is very beautiful. (write)

6. This word is very difficult to _  and I am not sure if my __ is cor-
rect. (pronunciation)

7. In this short ____ ritual, you are expected to _____ each other in English.
(greet)

8. ______ do come this weekend. My parents will be very ___ to see you

again. (pleasure)
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Finishing Time = 206 words +  minutes =  wpm
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Directions  gum
Read the following passage and then answer the questions.

Starting time

Thanksgiving Day and Christmas

Thanksgiving Day on the fourth Thursday of November is uniquely an
American holiday which dates back to the arrival of some of the first
European settlers in the New World. America has been blessed with rich land
and rich natural resources. However, those early settlers would not have
survived their first cold winter without the help of their native Indian
neighbours, who taught them how to plant corns, and how to hunt wild deer.
The first Thanksgiving Day was observed after the fall harvest, and people gave
thanks to God and to their friends. A traditional Thanksgiving dinner usually
includes turkey, corn, sweet potatoes and pumpkin pie—all foods that early
settlers and the Indians ate on the first Thanksgiving Day in 1621.

Thanksgiving Day also marks the beginning of the Christmas shopping sea-
son in stores and shops of every kind. The day after Thanksgiving is the busiest
shopping day of the year. Some American households will even put up a Christ-
mas tree this early, although most will wait until a couple of weeks before
Christmas Eve.

Christmas is a family holiday. This feeling is expressed in the song “I’ll be
home for Christmas”. The sweet melody of “Silent Night, Holy Night” often
makes people far away from their family feel nostalgic. Those who cannot join
the family will send a Christmas card home to express greetings of the season.
At home family and friends gather to sing the Christmas song and play games.
Children are kept busy with gifts they believe to be brought to them by Santa
Claus. Adults often talk over a cup of tea or coffee. Though Christmas is now
celebrated widely over the world, it still maintains its “Home, Sweet Home”
flavor.

1. How did the early settlers survive their first winter in the New World?

2. What does a traditional Thanksgiving dinner usually include?
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3. How many Thanksgiving Days were celebrated before the Christmas of 2004?

4. What do people do if they can’t join the family for Christmas?

5. Why is Christmas said to be a family holiday?

Finishing Time 290 words =+ minutes = wpm
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specialize /spe[slaiz/ v. &[T\ ;HIK
at greater length R4/

concentrated /konsntreitid/ adj. &£ H
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browse /brauz/ v. %

bearer /beara/ n. A A

data /deita/ n. %k} ; iR
version /va:[n/ n. ¥
competence /kompitans/ n. §&7;
ritual /ritfual/ n. X=X
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uniquely /ju:'ni:kli/ adv. {XA Hb, 0 — T —
date back to & F|; 4T

observe /ab'za:v/ v. FKE#i

melody /meladi/ n. ;e

nostalgic /nas'teeldzik/ adj. 1IHH

Santa Claus it A

flavor /fleive/ m. 46, 4%;k 8
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