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SPOKEN AMERICAN



Spoken American

I. BREAKFAST

It is the end of June, and vacation time in the
schools. The whole Roberts family is therefore
together in their home in a suburb of Chicago.
This morning they come together at breakfast, in
the course of whiel .meal they hear that their
English! fFiendts, “t1d Brgesses: ar& chming to visit
them.

 Mrs Roberts helps Huldah, the maid (rather a

luxury in America), set the table.
Mrs R.: Don'’t forget the orange-spoons.!
Huldah: No’m.®* T have them here.
Mrs R.: You have put the coffee on?
- Huldah:  Yes 'm. .
Mrs R.:  And the rolls® are warming in the oven?
Huldah: Yes 'm. (She goes to the kitchen.)
The younger son, Bill, comes into the dining-
room,

Bill:  ’Morning, Mom.*
Mrs R.: Good-morning. Did you sleep well?

I the orange-spoons —HLem MY B, I Hws 1 5k Aokt
2. No '‘m==No madam. 3. the rollis LRy Mtk 4. Mom /5
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4 SPOKEN AMERICAN

Bill:  Yes, thank you. Breakfast ready?

Mrs R.: As soon as the others come down.

Bill:  Where’s the paper?

Mrs R.: In the sitting-room, on the table.

Bill goes out after the paper, as his sister,
Margaret, comes in. '
Margaret: ’Morning, Mother. Dad says he’ll be

right! down, and I think Henry will, too.

Mrs R.: Good. Then we can bring in the grape-
fruif. You and T can do that, because Huldsh
is busy.

Margaret: All right.

As they go out for the grapefruit, Mr R. and
the older® son, Henry, come in, and with
them Bill with the newspaper.

Henry: Any news?

Bill:  Giants® tied* for second place with Saint
Looey.?

Mrs R. (coming in with some grapefruit, and
followed by Margaret):

Now, boys, put down the paper and come to
the table.

My R.: Nice looking grapefruit.

Myrs R.: Yes, it does look nice. It is hard to get
at this time of year, though.

1. he’ll be right--immediately; c¢f. right now—=at once. 2. the
older &5/ N A BLRY elder, {1 elder X cldest St AR BN, 3. Glants
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6 SPOKEN AMERICAN

Henry:  Please pass the sugar.

Margaret: You don’t need any more.

Henry: Who'’s eating this grapefruit?

Bill:  May I have a glass of water?

Mr R.: What’s become of the green pitcher?!

Mrs R.: It got broken somehow or other.

Mr R.. Seems to me Huldah is a pretty fairly
destructive person.

Margaret:  Well, as it happens, I broke the
pitcher. Don’t blame Huldah.

Bill:  We all know your destructive nature!

Margaret:  Who wound the Victrola2 too tight?

Bil: You win!—But I got a new spring for it.
Where’s the new pitcher?

Mrs R.: Children, children! Stop your wrangl-
ing!—Ts everybody through® with the grapefruit?
(Everybody is7 Mrs R. rings for Huldah. As
Huldah comes in): You can take out these
dishes* and bring in the other things, Huldah.

Huldah: Yes’m. (Clears the table rather efficient-
ly than elegantly, and brings in the rest of the
breakfast during the conversation.)

Mr. R.: Does anybody know where my golf cap
is?

I. the green pitcher BRETZ BN LT e jug, AT
pitcher f—MBRPEWLE K RGHE, ATinT (handle) #4785 (spout) py.
F B jug. 2. the Voictrola -7 2. 3. through
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8 SPOKEN AMERICAN

Mrs. R.: It’s just where you put it, Jim.

Mr R.: Don’t make me guess riddles! Where
did I put it?

Mprs. R.: Down in the bag with your clubs.—

Henry: Rolls again! When are we going to have
muffins?!

Mrs R: When the weather is cool. I thought
you liked rolls.

Margaret: He does, but he has to complain about
something.

Henry: 1 don’t have to look for far when you're
around!?

Mrs R.: Jim, are you drinking your coffee with
or without sugar today?

My R.: With, I guess.? One.*

Mrs R.: When are you going to make up your
mind which you like better?

Bill:  He’s been trying for forty years, more or
less; some day he’ll succeed.

Mrs R.:  Aren’t you ashamed of yourself!

Bil: No, T know that I don’t like sugar in
mine!

Margaret: Why don’t you ever have corn’ flakes
or some other cereal® any more?

- BUERYEA, WM LA, AR, 2. around (3%) ~about
(¥) B in the neighbourhood. 3. I guess (8#) =1 think ().
4- One=one 1ump of sugar. 5. LAWY corn SEAME maize %
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IO SPOKEN AMERICAN

Mrs R.: Well, everybody howls every time it
appears: I thought you didn’t want it any
more.—There’s the mail' man!

Bill runs out to get the mail, and returns with
several letters, one of which bears a German
stamp. This letter is addressed to Mr. R.,
who opens and reads it. The others look at
their mail, at the same time.

My R.: It's from Rod? Burgess. He and his
wife are in Germany, and they’re coming over
on the George Washington,?® due in New York
—let me see—a week from Saturday.

Mrs R.: Well, Jim, I think it would be an
excellent idea to meet them.

My R.: Meet them!

Mrs R.: We are planning to go to New York
some time soon, anyway. And now we can
combine that trip with meeting Burgesses, even
though they come earlier than we expected
them.

Mr R.: T'll have to consider that. We’ll discuss
it after breakfast. Meanwhile we can proceed
with the eggs.*—Can you get ready by next
Thursday?

1. the mail (&) =the post (%), 2B A 3ty mail man = letter carrier
HEAFH postman. 2. Rod=Rodney oty L i A (first or given
name) BZ¢E AR HChristian name. 3. Washington ) the ¢ United
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