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Synopsis

As part of the research results of the project supported by the
National Fund for Social Science Studies, the work English Tense in
Discourse extends the coverage of the approach adopted in the work On
English Tense (He 2007) to tense phenomena in finite paratactic clause
complexes, relationships between tense and aspect, modal uses of tense
and tense phenomena in different modes of discourse. The aim of this
second study of tense is to complement the description of tense made in
the first study, and so to provide a comprehensive functional framework
for the description of various tense phenomena in English.

The present work consists of eight chapters.  Chapter 1 is an
introduction of this further study of tense, setting out the aim and putting
forward relevant questions for the research. Chapter 2 presents the
preliminaries for the study, which is an outline of what were achieved in
the first study of tense, highlighting the definition, classification and
features of tense, the basic principles and rules that are observed by the
tense system established in the previous study, the uplift of tense to the
clause rank, the relationship between tense and temporal circumstances
and the interpretation of the temporal order of concerned events. The
sketchy review lays a foundation for further studies of tense which are

carried out in ensuing chapters. Chapter 3 examines tense phenomena in
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finite paratactic clause complexes. The detailed examination reveals
that tense phenomena in such clause complexes, just as those in finite
hypotactic clause complexes, observe the two principles—three divi-
sions and recursion—and the three working rules—reference time modi-
fying, reference time perspective preserving and reference time shifting.
But the reference time shifting rule is more frequently applied to such
clause complexes, and the application of the modifying rule has to find
its special motivations in clause complexes under discussion. Chapter 4
explores the nature of non-finite verb forms in non-finite clauses within
hypotactic clause complexes. The exploration suggests that the con-
cerned non-finite verb forms are indicative of tenses, and that they are
primarily realizations of secondary tenses in non-finite clauses. Chapter
5 addresses the secondary meaning, i.e., aspect, construed by finite and
non-finite verb forms. The further investigation of verb forms shows
that the past, the present and the future tense form concern another
grammatical category, i.e., aspect, apart from tense, and that aspect is
different from aspectual oppositions. Chapter 6 deals with modal uses
of tense. Through the discussion of the improved definition of grammat-
ical metaphor and three defining features of the concept, we make an
inference that modal uses of tense belong with metaphor of modality or
metaphor of modality and mood. Chapter 7 is focused on tense phenom-
ena in different modes of discourse. The scrutinization makes it clear
that different modes of discourse are characterized by different tense
selections. The description of tense should not be confused with the

interpretation of the temporal relationship between events. And passages
in different modes of discourse do not advance in the same way. The

last chapter presents a brief summary of the present work.
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SYNOPSIS

Throughout the work, it is obvious that tais study is meant to com-
plement our previous study on tense within the framework of Systemic
Functional Grammar. The research result helps us to draw the conclu-
sion that the previously constructed theory together with what are
achieved in this study adds up to a comparatively complete picture of the

Systemic Functional tense description.
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