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Foreword

The first Danish encounter with China took place in 1676, when the Danish schooner
Fortuna called at the port of Fuzhou. In the 18® century, more than 100 Danish vessels made
the journey to China, the majority of which had Guangzhou (Canton) as their destination.
As a result of being Denmark’s main trading station in China at the time, it was also in
Canton that Denmark in the early 19" century chose to establish its first consulate in China.

However, Shanghai was the destination of choice for the majority of Danish companies
and Danes wishing to settle in China from the 1870s until 1949. Today, the number of
Danish companies in the Shanghai Region has once again reached the level seen before 1949
and Shanghai is once more a major focus atea of Danish commercial activity in China.

This book bridges two petiods with large Danish commercial activity in the Shanghai
Region. Danish companies and business people came to Shanghai in order to attend to their
own businesses, but did so respecting the Chinese people and China’s culture. Projects and
events involving some form of Danish participation include the building of the Sun Yatsen
Memorial Hall in Guangzhou (Canton) by a Danish owned company in 1931; advice on the
construction of the famous Qiantangjiang Bridge in Hangzhou by a Danish engineer in
1937. And finally, in late 1937, a young Dane saved several thousands of Chinese people in
Nanjing under tremendous danger and grave difficulties.

After the establishment of the People’s Republic of China in October 1949, Denmark’s
envoy in China, who at that point was tesiding in Shanghai, did not leave the country.
Following the exchange of communications in May of 1950 between Denmark and China’s
new government, the Danish envoy went to Beijing to present his credentials, thereby
becoming Denmark’s first envoy accredited to the People’s Republic of China. Denmark
was the first Western allied nation to establish diplomatic relations with the New China.

I hope this book will further consolidate the unbroken and flourishing cooperation

between Denmark and China.

Jeppe Tranholm-Mikkelsen

Ambassador of Denmark to China
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From a Strong Past to a Dynamic
Present

On 31 July 1846, Nicolai Duus, the first Consul of Denmark in Shanghai arrived in
Shanghai. He was also the first Dane on record to go to Shanghai.

This book documents the following 160 years of Danish co-operation with Shanghai
and the regions in the Yangtze Delta River. It is not a complete history of Denmark and
Danes in Shanghai, rather it is primarily based upon Danish sources. The main focus is
Danish activities, Danish companies and Danish encounters with China and Shanghai as
perceived by Danes through their personal accounts.

The book covers times of dramatic change in China’s modern history. A period, which
saw the decline of a prominent Chinese dynasty and the rise of a New China. A period,
which initially witnessed much suffering inflicted upon the Chinese people including foreign
invasion and dominance, civil war, followed by China’s independence and recently a massive
and rapid economic development unprecedented in history.

In December 1870, the Great Northern Telegraph Company’s sea cable reached Shanghai
via Wusong, starting a continuous Danish business presence in Shanghai. Among Danish
companies present in China, Great Northern became a leading company in a league of its
own, Other large comparies in Shanghai included East Asiatic Company, Jebsen & Co.,
Danisco, Carlsberg and F.L. Smidth. Prominent Danish business people in Shanghai in-
cluded Vilhem Meyer who established his own firm and Laurits Andersen who established
a tobacco company, which later merged into the British- American Tobacco Co. Danish
businesses in Shanghai ranged from heavy machinery to shoelaces, from real estate to dentistry,
from beer to butter. There were Danish owned factoties with hundreds of employees as well
as firms compromising just two or three people. Moreover, 2 large number of individual
Danes were employed by the Chinese Maritime Customs as examiners, tidewaiters, river
police constables, commissioners, pilots and lighthouse-keepets. In Shanghai, Danes metin
Danish societies and associations to netwotk and to preserve their ties to Denmark. Den-
mark had a continued consular presence in Shanghai for 116 years until the Royal Danish
Consulate General closed down in 1962. 32 years later, the Royal Danish Consulate General
re-opened in 1994.

In 1994, only a few Danes lived in Shanghai, while 9 Danish companies were present,



