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{Ning-Po.}

NING-PO

I'me events now occurring in China give, at the pre-
sent moment, a temporary interest to places of that
singnlar empire, of wﬁich, being political and warlike,
our peacefiil pages cannot avail themselves; but we
may be allowed to hope that the painful though per-
baps necessary proceedings now occurring there may
tend to produce a more pleasing interest, and a more
lasting association with districts capable of main-
faining a mutually beneficial intercourse with our-
selves, and by no means undeserving of our attention
from their own importance, apart from that derived
frem the cnergetic display of British power and
valour.

One of such places is Ning-Po, the principal port of
the province of Che-Kiang, situatenl about seventy
miles east-south-east from IHang-Chow, the capital of
the province, at the termination of the grand canal
from Pekin, and about fifty westward of Chusan. The
province is one of the most fertile in China, and is
‘“ the very centre of the silk manufactures and of tea
cultivation, the two great staples of British trade in
China.” (Davis's * Sketches.’)  Black tea is produced
chiefly in this province and the neighbouring province
of Fo-Kien; and the cultivation of the mulberry is
cz\g‘cfully attended to; the leaves of the young trees
being found to be most favourable to the superiority of
the quality of the silk.

Ning-Po is situated on the right bank of the Tahee
or Ning-Po river, about fifteen miles from its mouth,
which 1s protected by the fortified town of Chin-IHae,
recently taken by the English. The port is good ; and
the river, though it has a bar at the entrance, has a
depth of fourteen feet to the walls of the city. The
town is cnclosed with walls of freestone, but which,

Eaccording to Gutzlaff,* though massive, were over
i grown with weeds, and in a state of decay ; it has five
‘ gates, two on the cast, where is the port, as also two
| water-gates, for the barks in and out of the city by
' meaus of the canals, of which it has several. The
other three gates are in the other three sides; while a
floating bridge, upwards of a thousand feet in length,
formed of sixteen flat-bottomed boats, bound together
with iron chains, connects the castern front with the
suburb on the opposite side of the Triver: this bridge
was broken through in the late attack upon the town.
Ning-Po is about five miles in circumference, and. is
said to contain 300,000 inhabitants. The streets are
mostly narrow, as in all the towns of China, and ap-
pear to be more so from the overhanging penthouses
of the shops, of which the town is full, some of the
streets being also ornamented with triwmphal arches.
Gutzlaff, who was here in 1832, says, “We passed a
broad street, well lined with the most elegant shops,
which even exceed those of Canton. European manu-
factures, as well as Chinese, were here displayed to
much advantage. Mirrors and pictures also, with the
most splendid silks, embellished and decorated the
scene ;7 and he adds, that Ning-Po “surpasses anything
Chinese which we had yet secen, in the regularity and
magnificence of the buildings, and is behind none in
mercantile fame.” Much of the trade of the port
arises from the intercourse with the Japanese, fo
whom they convey their silk, receiving in return gold,
silver, and copper. The Chinese also who bave eni-

* ¢ Journal of Three Voyages along the Coast of China in
1831, 1832, and 1833," by Charles Gutzlafi. These voyages were
undertaken in trading-vessels, but Mr. Gutzlafl' bad for bis
}xef:;llinr object the conversion of the Chinese to the Christian
aith,
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