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Iauestion e ]

Many students today use electronic dictionaries instead of printed dictionaries. Some people say that this

| Alternative Questions {MFE i

@ Many students use electronic dictionaries to look up new words. What is your opinion about electronic

[ Useful Facts and Statistics SEFAZ83EA04ELt B2k ———

|. Earlier this year, Southen.com carried out a report on new electronic devices which students in Shanghai

[ Useful Quotations SECEERE®D l" B

1. Words—so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how potent for good and evil
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l Brainstorming SkAX/XL8 }

o Advantages
1. Small and light

o Disadvantages

1. Definitions not accurate

Example Essay SEX |

One Major Advantage of Electronic Dictionaries
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‘ Electronic dictionaries are becoming more and more popular among students nowadays. As a

result, they may eventually render printed dictionaries obsolete. Undeniably electronic dictionaries
contain a number of merits in comparison to their printed counterparts and therefore, T would like to

suggest one major advantage of clectronic dictionaries.

| Extended Sentences i85 & } X AE G RTAREEM, AkefEs

I In many respects, printed dictionaries are inferior to electronic ones. For example, ..

[ Useful Words and Expressions “#84" i@CA&RIETTT l[
1. as a result 45 % | 2. the most pronounced advantage of
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ﬂ Useful Phrases and Sentences SEF5SiEFIG) EY

@ Formal

1. I really must apologise for.

® Informal

1.Tam so sorry..

Apologising to a friend ;
AR A% £

Question FE

You are Peter/Mary. Your friend David invited you to his birthday party last night, but for some reason

Example Note 1 ﬁll‘—l

Saturday, April 17th
Dear David,

T'am deeply sorry that I did not make it to your birthday party last night. The reason that I did

not show up was because I got a call from my professor asking me to do some work for him and

More Useful Sentences 8%3LAED)

1. I'was really tied up' in my work for the prof. so that T missed your birthday party.

Example Note 2 583 —

Saturday, April 17th
Dear David,

Sorry mate, I couldn’t make it to your birthday party last night because I got involved in a traffic

accident. Fortunately, no one was hurt but I got into an argument with the other guy and when the police

More Useful Sentences &% 3L EE) j

1. I got really involved in explaining that the accident was not my fault.
— Notes ¥9%iz |
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This book is different from all other TEM-4 writing books in the marketplace today. First,
it encourages the student to take a smart approach to the exam. The format of the book has been
developed to make the student think before he starts to write. There are alternate questions for each
topic so if the student writes a compeosition based on each of the questions provided then he will have a
full and rounded knowledge of that topic and if that topic comes up in the exam he will not be taken by
surprise. There are useful facts, quotations and statistics given for each topic not only for the student to
use in his answer but to think further about that topic. There is also a brainstorming section for each
topic so that the student can see the thought processes that go behind the preparation needed to write
a composition and also for the student to see that there are more than just twe or three main points
which might answer the question.

Second, I have taken an intelligent approach in the writing of this book. You will not find previous
TEM-4 exam questions and model answers as these topic questions will never appear again in future
exams so there is no need to rewrite them. Many publishers also include previous questions from
TEM-8 and CET-4 and CET-6 but again these are questions that are unlikely to appear in TEM-4 so
why write compositions based on these questions?

Third, and most important of all, the compositions and notes have been written by a native
speaker who has spent the last eight years in China teaching English to students at top universities.
In researching for the writing of this book I have looked at many of the books that are available to
English majors. Some books use the same model answers that were used for CET-4 even though TEM-4
compositions are 200 words long and CET-4 is 120 words. I have taken the trouble of asking several
other native speakers who are also teachers in China to proofread and make suggestions so that you,
the reader, can have the best possible book to help you pass TEM-4.

Finally, in order for you to make the best possible use of this book and to get a high score in
TEM-4 I suggest that you use a smart approach in your writing. If you start your preparations early,
think deeply about each topic, do further research and write compositions on each topic according to
the seven basic question types then you will do well. In fact, you will do exceptionally well because this
means you are an exceptional student who will get an exceptionally high score in the exam.

I would like to thank my editor Wang Jing for her encouragement during the writing of this book
and for her many thoughtful suggestions which have made this book better than it would have been
originally. I would also like to thank Zhao Jiao for doing the research on useful facts, statistics and

quotations as well as translation.

Nick Stirk
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