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KING CHARLES THE SECOND was the son and successor of
King Charles the First. These two are the only kings of the name of
Charles that have appeared, thus far, in the line of English rulers.
The careers of both were stained with many crimes, and touched by
national disasters of every kind.

The reign of Charles the First was characterized by a long and
stubborn contest between the king and the people, which brought on,
at last, a civil war, in which the king was defeated, taken prisoner,
and eventually put to death. During the last stages of this terrible
contest, and before Charles was himself taken prisoner, he was, as it
were, a criminal on the run in his own country. His wife and family
were scattered in various foreign lands, his cities and castles were in
the hands of his enemies, and his oldest son, the prince Charles, was
the object of hatred. The prince experienced, therefore, a great many
dangers, and suffered many tragedies in his early years. He lived to
see these tragedies pass away, and, after they were gone, he enjoyed,
so far as his own personal safety and welfare were concerned, a quiet
and prosperous life. The storm, however, of trial and suffering which
filled the evening of his father’s days, made darker the morning of his
own.

Prince Charles’s mother, the wife of Charles the First, was a
French princess. Her name was Henrietta Maria. She was an accom-
plished, beautiful, and very spirited woman. She was a Catholic, and
the English people, who were very unfriendly to the Catholic faith,
were extremely jealous of her. They watched all her movements with

suspicion. They were very unwilling that an heir to the crown should
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