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One of the great virtues of open source is that it democratizes software, allowing
local problems to be solved in local ways rather than subjecting users to top-down
control. As valuable as the code that results is, the lesson in the power of decentralized

and voluntary cooperation may in the end be more important.

Eric S. Raymand

Co-founder and President of Open Source Initiative,

FrRAREZ —RALBM TR E R T, 15 A6 PR AL A At
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AZFRANGZE, #AREFRORDB—HER, HELESTHRENEE,

Eric S. Raymand
T RAR L R4 AR AL 25

In this book, you will learn about many aspects of open source, including some of
the most successful open source projects. As you survey each project, consider carefully
the people who made the technology possible. Individual brilliance played a role in
many successful projects, but as you dig deeper, you will also discover that the true
essence of Open Source Software is that it’s all about communities of people working
together. A culture of cooperation, collaboration and community all united together by

a common vision lies at the heart of each successful open source project.

Open source is a powerful way of expressing ideas, of solving problems or of
simply ‘scratching an itch’. There is magic to be experienced when the conditions are

Just right and an open source project comes together perfectly, finds a strong audience,
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grows and becomes self sustaining.

I hope this book will be the beginning of a rewarding and fascinating Jjourney in
the world of open source software and that you too, will someday, experience the

magic.

Bill Stoddard

Founding Member and two term member of the Board
of Directors of the Apache Software Foundation
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Bill Stoddard
Apache SR K22 R i . BEREL KR

Open source has added an important new option for developers, providers, and
users of Information Technology. Traditional software companies have Jound new ways
to reduce their development expense and expand their offerings while entirely new
businesses based on open source have emerged in the last decade. It's critically

important for software developers and line-of-business executives to understand how
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open source can complement their existing software strategies and help drive new
innovation. This book offers a strong foundation for those who wish to understand open
source, what it can and cannot do for them, and how to use it to maximize their

business advantages.

Dr. Robert S. Sutor
Vice President, Open Source and Linux, IBM Software Group
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In the past decade, open source software has been responsible for more changes in
the software industry than any other influence. I have no doubt that this influence will
continue to grow in the coming decade. Open source software is profoundly changing
the way that new software is created and shared between software projects -- allowing
software developers to create higher-quality software with more features at a
higher-rate of productivity. Most importantly, this means that open source is providing
software users (customers) with better value. It is with great pleasure that I have
learned of the publication of this comprehensive introduction to open source software. I

am sure you will find it very valuable as you start to explore the exciting opportunities
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of open source software.

Kevan Miller
Vice President Apache Geronimo,

Geronimo Program Management Committee Chair
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Kevan Miller
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Fundamentally the term “open source” describes the rights and responsibilities
that can accompany computer software. However, to those who participate in open
source projects it is a lifestyle. To work with open source successfully you need to
understand the culture and motivation of those who produce it, their objectives for
offering different license types, and how to interact with the Jfoundations that govern the
advance of the software.

IBM has a proven history of successful participation in open source projects
across a wide variety of technology areas. This book brings together experience from a
team that have lived the open source lifestyle and can show you how to achieve the

benefits, and avoid the pitfalls, to make open source work for you.

Tim Ellison

Vice President Apache Harmony, Harmony Program Management Committee Chair
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