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PREFACE

- rFEYHE following Tales are meant to be submitted to
2l ‘young reader as  an introduetior. to the
. Shakespeare, for which purpose his words are used w.
it seemed: possible to bring them in; and in whatever
 been added to give them the regular form of a conne
- story, diligent care has been taken to gelect such wor
might least .interrupt the " effect of the beautiful Engl:
tongue in which he wrote: therefore, words introduced 1
the English language since his time have been as far
possible avoided. 2 SR SIS :
~ “In those tales which have been taken from ' the
. Tragedies, the young readers will perceive, when they come
 to see the source from which these stories are derived, thas
% Sﬁake_épea.re’s own words, with little alteration, recur vi
‘frequently in the narrative as well as in the dialogue; b
in those made from the Comedies the writers found thems=
gelves soarcely ever able to turn his words into the narrative
 orm: therefore it is feared that, in them, dialogue has been
& 'f_ma.de use of too frequently for young people not accustomed
" to the dramatic form of writing. But this fault, if it bea
'fﬁﬁ}t, has been caused by an earnest wish to give as much
of Shakespears’s own Words as possible: and if the “Hz
. sarp,”’ and ‘‘SmHE saip,” the gquestion ‘and the reply, should
~  gometimes seem tedious of their young ears, they must.
. pardon it, because it was the only way in which could be
given to them a few hints and little foretastes of the great .

<

~pleasure which awaits them in their ‘elder years, when the




to the rwh treasures from wh\ch these small and

efess coins are extra.ctod' ‘pretending to no other merit

‘as faint and imperfect stamps of Shakespeare 8 match=

image. Faint and imperfect ‘images they must be

‘because the beauty,of his language is too frequently

yed by the necessity of changing many of his excellen#°

words into words for less expressive of his true gense, to

e it read something like prose;’ and even'in some few

~ where his blank verse is given -unaltered, ag hoping

its simple plamness to cheat the young readers mto the

ef that they are reading prose, yet still his langusge

being transplanted . from its own natural goil and wild poetm
m‘den, it must want much of its native beauty.

It has been wished to make these Tales easy reading | for

yery young children. To the utmost of their ability the

writers have oonsta.nt.ly kept this in mind; but the sub]ects
of most of them made this a very difficult task. It wasmno
easy matter to give the histories of men and women in terms
fa.mllmr to the apprehensmn of a very _young mmd 3

. What these tales shall have been to the YOUNG readers,
that‘ and mueb more it is the writers’ wish that the true
Plays of Shakespeare.1inay prove to them in older yeara:—
enrichers of the faney, strengtheners of virtue, a withdraw-
ing from all selfish and mercenary thoughts, a lesson of a,ll
eweet and honourable thoughts and actions, fo tedeh
: oourtesy, benignity; generosity, humanity: for of exampleg
.- teaching these virtues, his pages are full.
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HE TEMPEST :

'BRE was a *certain Sisland in the sea, the only 4inkabiz= =
ants of Swhich were an old man, whose name was o o
spero, and his "daughter Miranda, a very beautiful young
Siady. She came to this island so young, that she had no
memory of having seen any other “human face than her
f&&her’s- : e 00 ;
. They lived in a ''cave or %cell, Bmade out of & Yrock; it was
divided into 'Sseveral Yapartments, one of which Prospero
"’calledr his study; there he 9kept his books, which 20chiefly
reated of 2magic, a study at ®3hat time much **affected by all
learned men: and the **knowledge 6f this ‘Tart he *found very
*Suseful to him: for %being thrown by a istrange chance upon
this island. which had been ‘%%enchanted by a witch Ccalled ,
1Sycorax, who died there a 35short time before his Barrival,
Prospero, 37by virtue of his art, ®8released many good Bﬂspirt't_s E
that Sycorax had #imprisoned in the bodies of large trees
‘because they had 4!7efused to 2¢xecute her Bwicked commands.
These gentle spirits were *ever after obedient to the Swill of
FProspero.— Of these Ariel was the “Schicf, s
~ The %ively little sprite Ariel had nothing #®mischievous in
- his Bucture, Oexcept that he 5'fook rather too much 2pleasure -
“in 58.0rmenting an S4ugly 55monster called Caliban, for he %swed .
. him a ¥ grudge because he was the son of his old 58¢nemy Sycorax .
‘This Caliban, Prospero found in the 9woods, astrange Omis-
Slapen thing, ®'far less human in form than an $2ape: he %3took
‘him home to his cell, and ®'taught him to speak; and
Prosperp would have been very kind to him, but the bad

25
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e e, B SR 2
~ natare which Caliban Yinherited from his mother  Sycorax, -
‘would not * et him learn anything good or useful:- Stherefore
. he was ‘employed Sike & Sslave, to fetch wood, and do the
wmost “laborious offices; and Ariel had the °charge of “compel- -
Jing him to these Bsoprvices. ; = = o
. When Caliban was “lagy and Yyeglected his work, Ariel
- (who was “invisible to all eyes but Prospero’s) would come
Blyly and Y¥pinch him, and Yispmetimes tumble him . ®down in
_the “mire; and then Ariel, in the ®likeness of an ape, would
2nake mouths at bim. Then Zswiftly “*changing his 2‘shageiri i
the likeness of a hedgehog, ‘he would lie tumbling in Caliban’s
~ 'way, who feared the hedgehog’s “'sharp D quills would 2'prick
his Pbare feet. Witha Yvariety of such-like Slygxations Ptricks 7
‘,-_'Ariel would often torment. him, whenever Caliban neglé&ﬂé&,
-~fhe wox;k which Prospero commanded him to do. : S &
Having these  * powerful ~spirits obedient to his will, ~
~ Prospero could by their means command the winds, and ‘the
. %uguvesof the sea. By his orders they ®raised.a Sviolent Storm,

" in the ¥midst of which, and ¥struggling with the wild seas
waves that évery *'moment “threalened to “swallow it up, he
©yowed his dnughter a fine large ship, which he told her was-
@0l of “living beings like themselves. ‘O my dear father,”” said
ghe, ‘‘if by your art you have raised this “®dreadful storm,
have “pity on their $Bsad * distress. Seel the *vessel will be
Sdashed to %pieces. Poor Bs0uls! they will all Sperish. 1f Thad =
~ ‘power, I would *sink the sea ‘Speneath the earth, ™rather than
- the good ship should be destroyed with sll the precious

gouls © within her. g '
: “Be not so amazed, daughter Miranda,” said Prospero;
* f4here is no Zharm done. I have so “ardered it that ne;
_person in the ship shall Hpoceive any Phurt. What 1 have
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“who you are, or where you ecame from, and you knon\
10 more of me, but that I am: your father, and live in this
~poor cave. Can you ‘remember a time before you came to
ié.cell? I think you ecannot, for you were not then 5!1#'6&
years of age”
“8““Certainly 1 can, su',”\ 7replzed Mu'anda.. o)
~_“By what?”” asked Prospero; ‘‘by any other houae or
Sperson? Tell me what you ean remember, my child. L
-~ Miranda said, “Tt %seems to me hke the l"re'collf,’(:twn of
Bjream. But had I ‘not onee four or five women who
‘attended upon me?”’ : 7 SRR i
Prospero “answered, ‘‘You had and  more.  How is it
that this still lives in your mind? - Do . you remember howw,
" you ‘came here?” S . : Fr
. “No, sir’’ said Mmmda, “I remember nothlng more. M
X Tovelye yedrs ago, Miranda,” Ycontinued Prospero, ‘I
was Bduke of Milan, and you were a “*princess, and my ~oniy"'
""hezr 1 had a Zyounger *brohter, whose name was Antonio,
to. Pwhom 1 “trusted everything; and as I was %fond of retire
ment and Zdeep study, 1 Zcommoniy *left the ®management of.
 my Pstate affairs to your *Zuncle my $3false brother, (for so oo
“ deed he Pproved) . 1, *neglecting all ¥worldiy ends, *buried among .
‘my books did *dedicate my *‘whole time to the “bettering of my e
mind. - My brother Antonio being thus “2in possession of my
‘spower, began to think bimself the duke indeed, The “opparh.
tunity 1 gave him of makmg “himself “popular among my ¢
“subjects “'awakened in his ®bad nature a “proud * Sambition Sto
depr ive me of my *dukedom: this he soon *effected with the aid :
of the king of **Naples, a powerful t"‘*prmce, who wasmy “enemy.”’
- ““Wherefore,”” said Miranda, ‘‘did they not that hour -
¥ destroy us? e
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THE TEMPEST

© “y ohild,”" answered her tather, ‘‘they 'durst mot, 80 °
dear was the love that my people “bore me. Antonio °carried
4on poard & ship, and when we were some Sleagues out st
gea, he ©forced us into & small boat, without ’either Stackle
95ail, or mast: there he “left us, a8 he thought, to perish
But a kind  lord of my  court one Gonzalo, “who loved me;
had © privately * placed in ¢he boat, water 7 provisions, * apparel,
.~ and some books which I ¥ prize above my ® dukedom.”’ gt
_ “O my father,”” said Mirands, “‘shat a * trouble must
5 T have been to you then!’”- 5 v
S s “No, my love,”’ said Prospero, '‘you were & little
B popub that did preserve me. Your * inmocent smiles made -
me? to bear up against my ® misfortunes. - Our food B lasted 7 tilh
we 2 landed on this * desert % ;signd, sinoe when my * chief delight i
has been in ¥ teaching you, Miranda, and well have you -
8 profited by my “instructions.” e
- ‘“Heaven thank you, my dear father,” said Miranda.
“Now ¥ pray téll me, sir, your * réason for ¥ yaising this * sea=

"

storm?”’ =il B S
. ¢Frow then,’ said her father, “4hat % by means of this
~ gtorm, my enemies, the king of Naples, and my © cpuel
“brother, are ¥ cast ashore upon this island.” : St
Having so waid Prospero *“gently 8 touched his daughter
with his “ magic wand, and she 5 foll fast asleep; for the * spirit
Ariel just then ¥ presented himself before his master, to 8 give
an acconnt of the tempest, and how he had * disposed of the
% (jip?s company, and though the spirits were always ° Yinvisible
to Miranda, Prospero did not 52 .jpose she should hear him
8 jolding converse (as would seem to ber) with the 5 smpty air.
; “Well, my * brave spirit,”’ said Prospero. to Ariel, '
have you * performed your * task?”’.
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THE TEMPEST | i A

Ariel gave 'a lively description of the storm, and of the
lerrors of the ® mariners; and how the king’s son, FKerdinand,
ag the first who * leaped into the sea; and his father ° thought
he saw his dear son *° swallowed - up by the waves and lost.
“But he is "safe,” said Ariel, “in a ®cormer of the 9{4‘]&.
‘gitting with his arms ' folded, sadly ' lamenting the loss of the
* king, his father, whom he concludes”drowned. Not a ™ hair
~ of his head is " injured, and his * princely "garments, thoug,h_
B dyenched in the » sea-waves; look » fresher than before.”” :
%= “That’s ‘my ? delicate Ariel,”” said Prospero. Brmg A
hlm 2 hithers my daughter must see this young pringe.
Where is the king, and my brother?”’ e
.+ T left them,” answered Ariel, ‘“®searching for Ferdi
nand, whom they have little hopes of 2‘fmdmg, = thmkmg i
t.hey saw him % perish. Of the ship’s % crew not one is 2 miss= .
“ing: though each one thinks himself the only one saved:
and the ship, though invisible to them, is safe in thl
2 harbour o
““Ariel”” said Prospero, thy % charge is 31fazth.)"ully 2 per‘
formed but there is more work - ®yet.”’ :
“Is there more work?”’ said Ariel. Let me remihd
‘you, master, you have % promised me my *liberty. I ¥ pray
remember, I have done you * worthy service, told you no * lies,
made no “mistakes, *'served you without “grudge or “grumbling.”
““How mow!”’ said Prospero.. ‘‘You do not * recollecy
what a * torment 1 freed you from. Have you * forgot the
wicked witch Sycorax, who with age; and * ewyy was almost
8 pont * *double? Where was she born?  Speak; tell me,””,
1 “Sir, in % Algiers,”’ said Ariel. : .
“O was she s0?”” said Prospero. ‘I must * recouz;t
what you have been, which I find you do not remembef”
‘This bad witeh, Sycprax, for her % wilcherafts, t00 5”tm':bléto




