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Black Beauty

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Anna Sewell (1820—1878) is well-known as “the British
author of the children’s classic Black Beauty (1877)."It
is her only book. Sewell’s concern for the humane treatment
of horses began early in life when she spent many hours driv-
ing her father to and fro the station from where he left for his
work. She was crippled at a young age, and though she had
difficulty in walking, she could drive a horse-drawn carriage.
Later, after reading an essay on animals by Horace Bushnell,
she stated that one of her goals in writing was “to induce
kindness, sympathy, and an understanding treatment of

“horses”.

Sewell’s introduction to writing began in her youth when
she helped edit the works of her mother —a deeply
religious, popular author of juvenile best sellers. Sewell
spent the last seven or eight years of her life—confined to
her house as an invalid— writing Black Beauty. The book,
a fictional autobiography of a gentle highbred horse, had a
strong moral purpose and is said to have been instrumental
in abolishing the cruel practice of using the checkrein.
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Black Beauty

1

MY EARLY HOME

The first place I remember was a large and pleasant
meadow'. It had a pond of clear water in it. On one side
of the meadow was a plowed field. On the other side by the
road stood our master’s house. At the top of the meadow was
a spread of fir plantation. At the bottom was a running brook.

When I was young, I could not eat grass. I lived upon my
mother’s milk. We used to stand by the pond when it was hot.
We lived in our warm shed when it was cold. Our shed was
near the plantation. At night, I lay down close by my mother.

As I grew old enough to eat grass, my mother went out to
work in the daytime. She came back in the evening.

There were six young colts in the meadow besides me. We
used to play together by galloping round and round the field.
We often used to bite and kick each other during playtime.

LABELTHMERELLIKDCAPHF R, —RhEiz
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Black Beauty

One day, my mother instructed me to be a gentle horse.
She said: “The colts who live here are good colts but they
have not learned manners. You come from a family of well-
mannered horses. Your father has a great name in this area.
Your grandfather won the cup at New Market races for two
years. Your grandmother was the gentlest of all the horses. I
think you have not even seen me kick or bite. I want you to
grow up gentle. You should give up bad ways. You should
never bite or kick even in play.”

I have always followed my mother’s advice. She was
wise and our master respected her very much. Her name was
Duchess but he often called her Pet. ’

Our master was a kind man. He gave us good food and
lodging. We were all fond of him. My mother used to neigh
with joy when she saw him at the gate of his house. He used
to ask my mother, “How is your little Darkie?”

He called me Darkie, as I was black. He would give me a
piece of bread, which was very good. He sometimes brought

a carrot for my mother. I think we were his favourite horses.

The plowboy named Dick sometimes came into our field
to pluck blackberries. After that, he would throw stones and

12
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Black Beauty

sticks at us. This made us gallop. It was only fun for him but
sometimes a stone would hit and hurt us.

One day, he was throwing stones at us and did not know
that the master was in the next field. The master watched
everything and then he caught Dick by the arm. He gave him
a punch on the ear. Dick roared with pain and surprise. Our
master gave him his due money and warned him never to
come back on the farm again.

We never saw Dick anymore. Old Daniel, the man who

looked after the horses, was as gentle as our master. So, we

were well off.
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2
THE HUNT

This incident happened before I was two years old. I and
other colts were feeding at the lower part of the field.
Soon, we heard something like a cry of dogs. The oldest of
the colts said, “There are the hounds!” Then, we all moved
towards the upper part of the field. My mother was also stand-
ing nearby with an old riding horse. She seemed to know all
about it and said,“They have found a hare. They are hunting
it. We shall see the hunt if they come this way.”

The dogs came tearing down the field of wheat next to
ours. They did not bark. They only kept on a “Yo! Yo, 0, 0!
Yo, 0, o!” at the top of their voices. After them came a num-
ber of men on horseback, galloping very fast. We also wanted
to gallop with them. But they were soon away into the fields
lower down. Just then, the dogs stopped barking. They ran
about every way with their noses to the ground.

The old horse told me that both the men and the dogs were
running after some hare for a hunt. But the dogs became quite
as they had lost the scent. The huntsmen were still running
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