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Preface

Since 1980's the society pays much more attention to
preschool education than before, and child education has been get-
ting into communities. In The Reglonal Experts’ Meetmg Of New
Attitude In Preschool Educatlon convened In Bangkok at 1978, 1t
was mentioned that the preschool educatlon , wWhich means mclud—
ing the whole period from foetus to the stage of receive formal ed-
ucation , should be renamed as the early childhood care and educa-
tion. And every child has the right to it. It was also proposed that
each member state shoulﬁ pay close attention te the crux of the
matter of providing every child thh the early chlldhood care and
education, and regard it as the important composition of the entlre
socnety developement project. ) )

In China , the state has worked out the Essentials of Chinese
Children Developement During 1990s . The Essentials requires
that each province ,each prefecture and 90 per cent of the counties
should supply with more th;m one kind of activities place of outside
school education , culture , science and technology , physical cul-
ture , entertainment ,etc . It also demands that 90 per cent of the
parents of the child below 14 years old should master the knowl-
edges of child care and education , and 35 per cent of the 3—6
years old children should get into kinderéarden. That means that

—_ 1 J—



there would be 65 per cent of children of three and upwards and
most of the children under three being the object of the care anhd e-
ducation from the society . So, the accomplishment of the Essen-
tials needs the supports from various circles of the society, particu-
larly in communities. '

‘ It is very important and practical for China to develope com-
munity preschool education. With a vast territory and a very large

population, the state has its dlfferent living oondmons and compli-

cated dnstnbutxon of natlona.htxw And every nauonahty and fam-
ily differs in thousa.nds of ways,such as ﬂthe level of developement
,ecanomic income ,standard of education , etc. From the difficul-
ties , it is nof possible to make preschool education universal in
short time. We have only to ,ax;d it is also practicable to, devel-
ope kinds of informal preschool education in each community and
districts , making full use of all circles of community. ’
" That is the sound reason of our research project on the China
community preschool education.

On the other hand , in réélity, there are more and more
kinds of informal child education in community in recent years.; In
the cities, there are various kinds of children’s palaces for their ac-
tivities, such as chilidren’s palace of recreation, children’s play
ground, library of children’s toys, and different kind of  chil-
dren’s TV and video programms . In the villeages, there are many
children’s play centers and children’s coaching station ,etc. Séme of
them are mobile, some of them are intermittrnt. Those various
kinds of community preschool education ¢ 1ance greatly the devel-
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opment ot child education into more areas, more families, and for
mofe children.v It has becomeone of the new trends of preschool e-
ducation in China.

With the help of UNICEF, we developed the project of China
Community Preschool Education Research during 1991 — 1992,
The project is leaded by Beijing Normal University, helped by the
Inner Mongolia NormalUniversity and Fujian Normal University.
First, we investigated and researched the experiences of the suc-
cessful community preschool education in Shanghai city and in one
banner in pastoral area of Inner Mongolia ,and set up several prati-
cable models of community preschool education. Second, We
spread the advanced expereinces and develope community
preschool education in other selected cities and countrysides, such
as the countryside in suburbs of Fuzhou, the grasslands of Xilin-
gele League, etc. The great efforts kindles the flames of preschool
education, and sets off a chain warm reaction of local people.
They have being hoped for it for a long time , they need it.

The whole research is successful and fruitful . The practice
proves that the orientation of the research is correct. It reveals a
successful- path to the development of preschool education , to the

- glorious future of China . That is the community preschool educa-
tion. Here, we collect most of the reports of this research project
in the book ,hoping it would be helping and inspiring to the devel-
opment of child education in China. If things can really turn out
that way, we should be really gratified.

The research on China Community Preschool Education is still
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developing, all the work is just a start. The difficulties and hard-

ships are already in sight. We have no other way out but try our
best.

®

Prof. Zhishen Liang
General Leader of
The Research Project
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