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Ding Zhongli .

Distinguished Guests,

[.adies and Gentlemen,

Friends, good morning!

I declare Nobel Laureates Beijing Forum 2008 open.

As the globalization of the world economy deepens, the technology
revolution spearheaded by IT is surging forward with breakthroughs.
Information technology has become strong impetus to the economic
development of countries across the world, It is leading the human society to a
new height in history at an unprecedented speed. At the same time, the
development level of information technology has become an important measure
ol a country’s comprchensive national power and its competence in the
international community. All countries in the world are increasing their
investment in the IT industry to speed up the development of information
technology and, in turn, to raise their comprehensive national power.

The Chinese government has defined the long-term strategy for China’s
social and economic development as *using information technology to propel
industrialization which will in turn stimulate IT application, and blazing a new
trail to industrialization”. The government places the strategy in an important
position on its agenda. Information technology is also the focus of
development of various countries in the world.

With the general heading of Harmony and Development of Human
Beings, the 2008 Nobel Laureates Beijing Forum will center the discussion
and communication around the topic of Information and innovation. First of
all, please allow me, on behalf of the forum committee, to extend a warm
welcome and express our sincere gratitude to all leaders and guests coming to
our opening ceremony today.

[eaders attending the opening ceremony today include Vice Chairman of
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the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress and President of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences—MTr. L.u Yongxiang, former Vice Chairman
ol the Standing Committee of the NPC and the consultant to Nobel Prize
l.aureates Beijing Forum 2008—Mr. Xu Jialu, and Mayor of Beijing—Mr.
Guo Jinlong. We have invited seven world-renowned Nobel Prize laurcates
and five Chinese and foreign scientists who have extensive influences in the 1T
field to our forum today. Chief Officers of the host—the Beijing Government
and the Chinese Academy of Sciences and leaders of forum co-organizers are
also present here. Let’s give them our warm greetings.

As is known to all, since 2005, Nobel laureates Beijing Forum has been
successfully held three times. This is the fourth round. Chinese people and
foreign friends have shown great concern and strong interest in the forum.
The concerns of the international community have focused on the theme of
information and innovation. The audience present here today are from China’s
state organs, agencies of Beijing municipal government, Chinese Academy of
Sciences and other research institutes. Some of them are teachers and students
from universities and institutes in Beijing. The forum will be broadcast live by
CCTYV and BTV so that people all over China can enjoy it,

Now let’ s welcome Mayor Guo Jin Long to give us a speech with our

warm applause.
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Welcome Speech
Guo Jinlong

Respected Vice-Chairman Lu Yongxiang,

Respected Mr. Xu Jialu,

Respected Guests,

Colleagues and Friends,

Today, Nobel Laureates Beijing Forum 2008 opens. Please allow me to
extend, on behall of the Beijing Municipal government and people in Beijing,
warm congratulations on the opening of the forum and a warm welcome to you
alll

It is of great significance for this forum to choose Information and
Innovation as its annual theme this year. Informationalization is an important
trend of the world. The extensive application of science and technology
spearheaded by IT has greatly liberated and developed the productive forces,
and is leading our civilization and social development to a new height in
history.

Facing the future and pursuing sustainable development with scientific
innovation as the kingpin is a common task for all regions in China. The Chinese
government has attached great importance to the popularization of information
technology and has defined the core of our national development strategy as
enhancing China’ s capacity for independent innovation and making China an
innovative country. The government has made great effort to promote the
integration of informationalization and industrialization, improve the development

level of high and new technology industries, and accelerate the optimization of
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industrial structure and the transformation of development mode.

Beijing is a city with abundant human resources and vigorous creativity. In
2007, expenditure on research and experiment counted for 5. 6% of Beijing’ s
GDP. The total value of contracts on the transfer of technology reached 88. 26
billion RMB, The contribution rate of scientific development to economic growth
rose to 61. 9%. During the preparation of Beijing Olympic Games, we carefully
carried out the concept of “high-tech Olympic Games” and made a great number
of innovative achievements in aspects such as venue construction, game operation
and media service, which provided strong technological support {or the success of
Beijing Olympic Games.

The profound changes of our times and the youthful vigor of China have
provided Beijing in the post-Olympic era with an excellent opportunity of
development. We will thoroughly apply the Scientific Outlook on
Development, carry on the Olympic heritage and enhance the achievements of
Olympic Games. We will adhere to the theme of building “People’s Beijing,
High-tech Beijing and Green Beijing” and try to blaze a trail of scientific
development with Chinese characteristics for the capital city. We must push
forward the reform, open wider to the outside world, try to make our
systems and mechanisms conductive to scientific development, optimize the
structure of opening-up, raise its quality, and speed up the building of Beijing
as a world-renowned modern city. We will also make vigorous efforts 1o
improve the capacity for independent innovation, enhance the protection of
intellectual property, promote the integration of science and economy, and
improve our ability for sustainable development. In doing so, we will make
our contribution to the building of China as an innovative country by turning
Beyjing into a center of scientific innovation with abundant innovative

personnel, well-developed innovation mechanism, and great influences in the
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international community.

Distinguished guests, friends,

The Nobel Laureates Beijing Forum has been successfully held for three
times. The participation of many world-renowned masters and scientists has
made the forum an important event for scientific exchange for Beijing. From

the bottom of my heart, 1 hope you pay attention to and support Beijing’ s

development as always, and we welcome your precious opinions and

suggestions about improving our capacity for independent innovation and
making Beijing an innovative city, To conclude, I wish this forum a complete
success, and 1 wish you have a good time in Beijing!

Thank you,
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