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ABSTRACT

Theme park is a new kind of tourist destination which was born during
Twentieth Century. It is popular in the world after Disneyland in Tokyo, Paris and
Hong Kong opened one after the other. In China, tourism of theme parks also has
been developing fast since Splendid China and Tang Town successfully operated.
And the scale of theme parks is getting bigger. Theme parks distributed most
densely in the Changjiang Delta where tourism’ of theme parks is developing well
with all kinds of attractive modes. Among them, Wuxi Movie & TV Town is the
first Movie & TV town in China. So far it has three theme parks besides European
Town. In China, Suzhou Amusement Land cooperated with the RBD for the first
time. And Chinese Dinosaur Park involved the museum culture successfully, which
extended the utensil culture to amusement.

Recently most experts have paid more attention to the sustainable development
of theme park with the attractive and competitive mode changing. However,
systematic studies on tourists of theme park have little been seen so far. Therefore.,
the paper explores the characteristic, temporal and spatial behavior of theme park
tourists and its influencing factors, spatial impacts about peripheral areas held by
more than 1200 tourist questionnaires of theme parks in the cities of Wuxi, Suzhou
and Changzhou based on the tourist flow.

Tourist flow is regarded as a kind of spatial movement of visitor groups, and
tourist flow to theme parks is supposed with special characteristics and rules. By
comparing the demographic characteristics, travel motivations, spatial and
temporal distribution, and landscape perception evaluation of tourists to theme
parks in Overseas Town with that in Jiangsu Province, it shows that the basic
characteristics of tourist flows to theme parks vary significantly among the theme
parks in different regions and with different attractive patterns. Tourist flow to
theme parks in Jiangsu province is characteristic with middle and young, higher

education and middle and low income. Tourist flow to theme parks fluctuates
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significantly annually, and shows four wave peaks and four wave troughs in a year.
In an effort to reveal the relationship between the tourist flow to theme parks and
the cities where the theme parks located, VAR model and Granger approach are
used to test in Wuxi and Movie & TV Town. The result shows that it is correlated
between tourist flow to Sanguo and Shuihu Town and tourist flow to Wuxi.Two
days’ weekend and climates bring effect to the weekly variation of tourist flow .
and daily variation of tourist flow relates closely to the fixed time of the
performance program in the parks. Although the spatial distribution of tourist flows
to theme parks differs with its scale and attractive mode, it totally reflects distance
decay. Tourist flow to Wuxi Movie & TV Town mostly comes from East China and
its peripheral area. But tourist flow to Suzhou Amusement Land and Chinese
Dinosaur Park are mainly from Fast China. As we known, the transportation system
in the Changjiang Delta is most convenient, so it is concluded that the spatial
behavior pattern of tourists flow to theme parks are direct route with single
destination and partial orbit with multi - destination. At the same time, most day -
trip tourists feel like traveling to theme parks hy private car, coach and train. The
tourists within the city mainly travel to theme parks by bus, with the assistance by
taxi and sightseeing bus.

The factors that influence tourists’ spatial behavior and the relationship among
these factors have long been a key research field in tourism geography. Based on
product attribute theory by Lancaster, using a Multi - Logistic Model, the factors
that influence theme park tourists in different spatial level when they chose their
destinations and traveling routes are identified. Also, the Nested Logit Model is
used to analyze travel vehicle choice. All these attempt to offer new thoughts and
methods for the systematic examination of factors that influence tourists’ spatial
hehavior. In detail, tourist age, entrance fee, content and cognitive distance of
theme parks are mainly influencing factors of tourists in different location to choose
the same theme park, while the fame and convinence of theme park and tourists
education are mainly influencing factors in choosing travel route. Moreover, the
Nested Logit Model has examed that temporal distance and incomes of tourist are
mainly influencing factors in choosing vehicle to theme parks.

We’ve known that theme parks enrich the content of modern tourist products,
and fulfill the demand of people recreation. On the other side, they drive large
numbers of tourist flows and recreational flows, and impact land use and

distribution of industry in the peripheral area. In this paper, by taking a visual




angle of spatial structure in tourist destinations, we try to analyze the spatial
structure of theme park. And from the feedback mechanism between the tourist
flows and its related flows, the mechanism of spatial effect of tourist flow to theme
park is examined. The findings of this research in this paper have not only
enriched the framework of theory on tourist flow, but also provided useful
theoretical references to theme parks in the making of marketing strategy and

parks’ management practice.

Key words: theme park; tourist flow; spatial mode; Nested Logit Model; spatial
impact; Wuxi Movie & TV Base; Suzhou Amusement Land; Changzhou Chinese

dinosaur Park
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