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Winner or Loser

Part@ Audio-Visual Practice )

Directions: In this part, you will watch a 15-minute excerpt from the
movie Little Miss Sunshine and then do the tasks as required. Before
watching, read the words and expressions and the introduction below to

get a general idea of the movie.

Words and expressions

cot: a narrow bed, esp. one made of canvas on a folding frame >k

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900): a German philosopher who challenged the foundations of
Christianity and traditional morality. # 2/ 2 - B R, ZETFRX, IR T A EH A%

far out: (slang) strikingly unconventional i% R ‘F #L& A% 464




Sprite: a lemon-lime carbonated beverage & 2 , —# A7 4k vk sk 88 44 4

hang out: (informal) to spend time in a certain location or with certain people % B B 4]

vow: a solemn pledge to do sth. or to behave in a certain manner #x

kick out: (informal) to force to leave; expel FFFa ;%%

for crying out loud: (idiom) for Christ’s sake (an exclamation of annoyance or astonishment)
R RN ; 2 ‘

come around: to change one’s position or opinion & ¥ & L&, 3 4%

be my guest: to help yourself; to be comfortable #4& ; 18 &

Proust: French writer (1871-1922)%& iR B4 %K)

MacArthur Foundation: a private foundation created in 1978 and headquartered in Chicago % %,
MEREL(ARARERLS KL T 1978 4, B HETFZ 2 d)

infinite: having no limits or boundaries in time, space, extent or magnitude A5 R

genius grant: nickname for The MacArthur Fellows Program awarded each year to people who
“show exceptional merit and promise for continued and enhanced creative work” EAEEL
LRI R

check out: (slang) to die .1

routine: a rehearsed set of movements, or speeches that make up a performance Y B

spring break: a week or more of recess during the spring term at school &/&

regionals: a regional competition or tournament % %; A&

forfeit: to lose or lose the right to sth. by some error, offense, or crime &% RN

equestrian: of or relating to horseback riding or horseback riders % & (%)

seed money: money used or needed to set up a new business or enterprise A4%

VW: Volkswagen, a brand of German automobile X £xi% %

explicitly: clearly 8 & 3, B % 3k

Introduction to the movie

* 1. Principal cast

Abigail Breslin.......................... Olive
A seven-year-old girl who gets the second place in the regional beauty pageant

(3%3% L %€ )and later enters the state Little Miss Sunshine Contest.




! Toni Collette ......ccovverveuivennenns Sheryl Hoover

The stressed and over-worked mother of Olive and Dwayne.

Steve Carell ........ccoovervuccnennenns Frank
Sheryl’s brother, a depressed, gay Proust scholar who has come to live with the

Hoovers after a failed suicide attempt.

| —L Greg Kinnear .......cccoeoeueveccucenc. Richard Hoover
| = Father of Olive and stepfather of Dwayne, who goes bankrupt after his book

about how to become a winner is rejected.

81 Alan Arkin ...ccooveveveeneenenieens Edwin Hoover
Richard’s father, who coaches Olive to perform in a child beauty pageant.

Paul Dano ........cecerereereeennns Dwayne

Olive’s brother, a Nietzsche-reading teenager, who has taken a vow of silence

until he can accomplish his dreams.

& 2. Svnopsis

Little Miss Sunshine. is' the story of the Hoovers;" famlly fmm Alﬁuquerque, New: '
: Mexico. Olive ‘qualifies for the “Little Mlss Sunshme beauty pageant and the fa:mly decides |

1 to pack aﬂ six farmly memhers i




‘ohsesswe ‘manner lmpels her to attempt to keep everyone, mcludmg herself calm and sane.

Despite all this, the family races to get to the pageant on time. ;
In the talent portion at the pageant, Olive scandalously horrifies the audxence and

pageant judges with a striptease (Hﬁﬁf%)—style performance, taught by Grandpa. The farmly
rises to da.nce together m order | to protect her from the humiliation of being removed from the
stage. By dancmg on stage together they find what is really 1mportant in life. Agreeing to the
pageant’s demand that Olive never ever participate in another beauty pageant in the state of
California, they return to their van, push-start it, jump one by one into the snde door, and head

! home smiling.

Task 1  Watch the movie excerpt once and answer the Jollowing questions
briefly.

1) Why does Sheryl arrange for Uncle Frank to live in Dwayne’s room and why is it important
to leave the door open while he is alone?
2) What is the reason for Dwayne’s keeping silent all the time?
3) What kind of person is Grandpa?
4) What has happened to Uncle Frank?
5) Why doesn’t Richard agree with Frank’s talking about his suicide?
6) How does Olive qualify for the finals of the “Little Miss Sunshine” pageant?
7) Why does Richard object to his wife and daughter’s flying out to participate in the pageant?
8) What makes Richard finally decide to go to the pageant?
Task 2 Watch the excerpt again and fill in the missing words.
Olive: Sothat’s
Frank: No. what happened was I was - So I said some things that I said...

and I did some things that I shouldn’t have done... and I was fired from my

job... and move out of my apartment and

Olive: And that’s when you tried to ...
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Frank: Well, no. , all of that was okay. What happened was two days ago the

MacArthur Foundation, awarded a to Larry
Sugarman. And that’s when I ...
Grandpa: Decided to early.
Frank: Yes. Yes. And I failed at that as well.
Richard: Olive, the most important thing here... is that Uncle Frank
. He made a series of —1I’m sorry—and he gave up on himself

... which is something never do.

Sheryl: So, that’s , okay? Now, everyone, just let’s move on and uh ...

Task 3 In pairs, discuss the following questions.
1) Do you think Richard really understands his stepson on his vow of silence? Why?

2) Why does Frank say to Dwayne “Is he always like this? How can you stand it”?
3) Why do you think Sheryl always tries to prevent Richard from talking about his nine steps?

4) Do all the family come to an agreement on going to California? What do you think leads them

to such a decision?

f-\
Part IJ)) Listening Comprehension j

Directions: In this part, you will hear two passages and one interview
about winners and losers. Listen to each passage and the interview

carefully and do the tasks as required.

% Passage 1 Born to Win

Winners are people who never give up and always look at life poesitively. Each person is born

. with the capacity to win at life and each can be a significant, thinking, aware, and creative

Words and expressions
responsive: readily reacting to suggestions, influences, appeals, or efforts K & ik i% 89
as such: as being what is indicated B st

pretence: a false or studied show; an affection 4%
manipulate: to control; to influence or manage shrewdly 341 ; # 4\



demolish: to damage; to do away with completely $& 3% ; &
bound: confined by bonds; tied & 449

awed: filled with awe 7 #% # & 49

compassionate: sympathetic & J Bl th < 89

adversity: a state of hardship; misfortune R ¥; % 4%

Task 1 Listen to the passage once and choose the best answer to each question

you have heard.
1) a. Because each is born a winner, able to achieve everything.
b. Because each has the ability to separate facts from opinions.
c. Because each is brave enough to go after what he or she wants.
d. Because each has his or her own unique potential to win.
2) a. One who makes someone else lose.
b. One who dedicates his or her life to a concept of what he or she imagines it should be.
c. One who responds authentically by being credible, trustworthy, responsive, and genuine.
d. One who does his or her own thinking and sometimes pretends to have all the answers.
3) a. Separate facts from opinions.
b. Come to his or her own conclusions.
c. Play “helpless” or the blaming game.
d. Respond appropriately to the situation.
4) a. If you discipline yourself in the present, you may have greater enjoyment in the future.
b. If you freely enjoy yourself in the present, you can’t enjoy yourself in the future.
c. They can freely enjoy themselves but they prefer to postpone enjoyment for the future.
d. They can discipline themselves but they prefer to enjoy themselves first.
5) a. Winners are sympathetic to losers.
b. Winners get their security by controlling others.
c. The self-image of a winner is sometimes powerless.

d. Winners assume responsibility only for their own lives.

Task 2 Listen to the passage again and fill in the missing words.

1) When we refer to a person as a winner, we do not mean one who

To us, a winner is one who authentically by being credible, trustworthy,
responsive, , both as an individual and as a member of a society.
2) They listen to others, what they say, but ' . Although

winners can other people, they are not , demolished, bound, or awed

by them.



3) A winner’s is right. Winners the situation. Their responses
are related to the message sent and , worth, well-being, and dignity of the
people involved. Winners know that for everything and for every activity a time.

4) A winner cares about . He or she is not the general

problems of society, but improving the quality of life.

Even in the face of national and international , a winner’s self-image is not one of

a powerless individual. A winner works to make the world a better place.

Passage 2 Famlily’s Winner Becomes a Loser
and Loser a Winner :

. The name of the game is not always what it seems to be. In the
. Lane family, Winner becomes a loser and Loser a winner.

E. Therefore, kids’ names don’t always make them who they are.

Words and expressions
small-time: having little influence =i #)
crook: (informal) a dishonest person 3&-T
rack up: (informal) to accumulate or gain R &; &
seal: to establish or determine beforehand %%
elite: of the best or most select # 3% , & th A%y
upstate: the northerly section of a state in the United States % B — A #] & Jb3g
shuttle: to travel back and forth by or as if by a shuttle F#R &
kooky: strange or crazy Tt ; RALH
cop: a police officer ¥ £

Task 1 Listen to the passage and note down keywords to help you remember
the content. Use the blank space below for note-taking.



Task 2 Now use the notes you have taken to complete the following information
about Winner and Loser.

1) One became a and was eventually . The other a
small-time crook, racking up at least 31 before being for two years.
2) Loser, and athlete, went on scholarship to an , on to Lafayette

College in Pennsylvania, and then
3) Now 44, Winner last month a two-year jail sentence for a car.

4) He is living in a in upstate New York, shuttling between

it and the city trying to

5) Most of the crimes are crimes. He’s just kooky, not a , some

problems, but was never a heavy drinker, never into drugs ...
6) The brothers  see each other, though Winner will phone Loser when he is ;
but they are no longer
7) The Lane boys ran in the same while growing up in in Harlem,

where their names never seemed to from the neighborhood kids.

8) It helped that Loser was the of eight brothers and sisters and that he was a

, admired by the other kids for

interview Miss America 2006 (

Miss America Pageant was first held in Atlantic City in 1921, under - 3

the title “Inter-City Beauty Contest.” It eventually included %*,L&

: : @ |

. preliminary eliminations, an evening gown competition, musical My ).yt

. variety shows, and judging by a panel. : ] w Ed

R £+ e+ vt ¢34 TR § LB s+ + 5 oo ¢+« nmem g a ":-’ - @v
»w g

Words and expressions
surreal: dreamlike & ¥ #9; #4748
utility room: a room for keeping household appliances, such as a washing machine ¢ % 4]
emcee: a master of ceremonies; a host or hostess &) 4, .3 A
sink in: to be fully understood #% %422 f2
intolerance: the quality of being intolerant R& %, REX
underage drinking: k#4445
fatality: a death resulting from an accident or a disaster 5.7 (F#&)
venue: the scene of an event T4 4 4 3, &,
fabulous: incredible; astonishing %A & 13 # AR



e}

CMT: Country Music Television % Af& & ©.ALE

Task 1 Listen to the interview once and choose the best answer to each

question you have heard.
1) a. Atlantic City
b. Las Vegas c. Oklahoma d. New Jersey
2) a. The moment Jennifer Berry was crowned Miss America 2006 was surreal for her.
- Since her childhood, Jennifer Berry has dreamed of becoming Miss America one day.

oo

. Jennifer’s sister is the emcee of the 2006 Miss America Pageant.

jo el

. Jennifer Berry is a 22-year-old aspiring teacher.
. It is to advocate intolerance to drunk-driving and underage drinking.

3)
. It is to diminish alcohol-related fatalities and underage drinking.

=]

. She’s worked against drunk-driving and underage drinking on the national level for 5 years.

. Both a and b.
. She likes Las Vegas and thinks people there are very hospitable.

[o T el

4)

=l

. She dislikes Las Vegas because she’s used to life in Atlantic City.
- She likes Las Vegas because it is like Atlantic City.
- She dislikes Las Vegas and thinks coming to Las Vegas is a great mistake.

. 0

5)

. The promotion and marketing of Jennifer Berry for Miss America.

=l

. Jennifer Berry’s childhood dream of becoming Miss America.

o

. The Miss America Pageant held in Las Vegas.
. The life and success of Miss America 2006, Jennifer Berry.

o

Task 2 Listen to the interview again and write T (true) or F (false) for each
statement you have heard.

1) ( ) 4) ( )
2) ( ) 5)( )
3) ( )

Directions: In this part, you will watch an excerpt from the movie The Pursuit of Happyness

(10 minutes) and then do the tasks as required.




