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The Miracle of All Times—The
Great Wall

A tErRE—T B

#Ai%# Hot Topics Perspective

Listed as a World Cultural Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1987, the Great Wall is
a true marvel and a testament to the long history of the Chinese Civilization. The Great
Wall stretches from ShanHai Pass in the east to Lop Nur in the west, along an arc that

roughly delineates the southern edge of Inner Mongolia. The most comprehensive ar-
chaeological survey in April 2009, using advanced technologies, has concluded that the
entire Great Wall, with all of its branches, stretches for 8,851.8 kilometers.

It’s believed that the Great Wall was firstly built in Warring States Period (475-221
B.C.), and primarily strengthened in three dynasties: the Qin (221-206 B.C.), the Han
(202 B.C.-220 A.D.) and the Ming (1368-1644). In the early days, the Great Wall was
as much a demarcation of territory as a defense as such, but as the Great Wall became
stronger, its defense role increased. The building styles of each dynasty added their own
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flavor and advanced the techniques learned
from the previous. Where possible, natural bar-
riers were integrated into the path of the wall.
It’s said that the length of natural defensive
barriers such as hills and rivers is about 2,232.5
kilometers.

The first emperor, Qin Shihuang, who uni-
fied China by force set about constructing one Great Wall—by joining existing one and
filling the gaps. There are no surviving historical records indicating the exact length and
course of the Qin Dynasty walls. Some parts of the Great Wall have almost disappeared.
Some parts have been overwhelmed by the elements. Some have been buried by the desert.
Others eroded by local people recycling the wall’s materials for constructions in their vil-
lages. Most of the walls that we are familiar with today were built in Ming Dynasty, which
built the biggest, longest, strongest and most ornate Great Wall ever.

The Ming Dynasty Great Wall starts on the eastern end at ShanHai Pass, near Qin-
huangdao, in Hebei Province, next to Bohai Sea. It once spanned 9 provinces and 100
counties, but the final 500 kilometers of the Great W311 to the west have all but turned to
rubble. Today, the western end of the Great Wall effectively ends at the historic site of
JiaYu Pass, in northwest GanSu Province, at the limit of the Gobi Desert and the oases
of the Silk Road. .

The ShanHai Pass mentioned above is one of the most famous passes of the Great
Wall. It’s known as the First Pass under Heaven. To the east of it, there is a Meng
Jiangnv Temple, which was built in memory of Meng Jiangnv, the heroine of the most
popular folklore concerning the Great Wall of China. The husband of Meng Jiangnv
was forced to go to the construction site for the Great Wall in the nuptial night. Meng
Jiangnv waited for the return of her husband and months went by like centuries. When
winter came, she desided to visit him and bring him some clothes. However, she arrived
at the site only to find her husband toiled to death and buried under the Great Wall. She
was so sad that she kept crying for 7 days and nights. Finally, part of the Great Wall fell
apart and the body of her husband appeared.

flavor J#mk, Z¥} erod {27, ik oases £
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Besides the ShanHai Pass, another famous part of Great Wall should be Badaling,
which is the most representative and best-protected part the Great Wall in Ming Dy-
nasty. More than 400 celebrities like Nixon, Margaret Thatcher and Vladimir Putin etc.
have visited and 130 million tourists have been there. After the Beijing Olympic, you
could visit there, being greeted by the Olympic structure “One World, One Dream”,

. which could be seen in the MV of Beijing welcomes you.

Today, more and more people from all over the world are visiting the Great Wall of China,
to stand on a watchtower and view the wall snaking into the distance. Why don’t you
stand up, take a package with you and walk on the Great Wall? The one who has never
been to the Great Wall is not a true man. You might take a photo with certain head of
state, if you’re lucky enough.
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P TE Know More

1. The Great Wall is gasping under the burden of tourism.

2. The Great Wall speaks well for a growth in the mixed soil of peace and war.

3. Transporting the large quantity of materials required for construction was diffi-
cult, so builders always tried to use local resources.

4. The Wall falls into the scobe of fortification, a military engineering science now
still being researched that mainly deals with how to enhance the attack or defense capac-
ity of a position to its terrain before or during the battle.

5. Tt was so big a project that it was impossible to build it in uniform forms and ma-

terials in different places.
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Tom: Any plan for the coming holiday?

Jane: Not yet. I'm tired from going to the beach
every year.

Tom: If I were you, I would go to visit the Great Wall
in Beijing. It’s marvelous! Some of the walls have
been more than 2,000 years old.

Jane: Yeah, I've heard about this. How did they do
this at that time?

Tom: That’s beyond my knowledge. You can stand on
a watchtower and see it snaking into distance. At
that moment, you can feel that you are a soldier
guarding your country.

Jane: Wow, that’s must be good! My husband would
like it since he was once a member of the army.

Tom: Speaking of husband, there is a love story re-
lated to the Great Wall. It’s about a girl named
Mengjiangnv...

Jane: (Chime in) I know the story. I saw a movie at
my friend’s home months ago when she came
back from China. There were so many people
died for building the Great Wall.

Tom: Yeah, it’s true. But the Great Wall has protected
more people from being attacked by the bandits.

Jane: Well, isn’t it horrible when you stand on the
wall, thinking many bodies buried under the wall?

Tom: Many who haven’t been there would believe
that.
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The Ancient Centre of Power—
The Forbidden City

HRBU b —cH

iZ# Hot Topics Perspective

Located in the center of Beijing, the Forbidden City, named Gu Gong in Chinese, was
the imperial palace to 24 emperors from the Ming Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty.
It is the best preserved imperial palace in China and the largest ancient palatial structure
in the world. Thus, the Forbidden City was listed as a World Cultural Heritage Site by
UNESCO in 1987. It’s a real treasury vault of Chinese cultural and historical relics.

The Forbidden City is the world’s largest palace complex, which covers 72 hec-

tares with a total floor space of approximately 150,000 square meters and consists of
90 palaces and courtyards, 980 buildings and 8,704 rooms. It is recognized as one of the
most important five palaces in the world with the Palace of Versailles in France, Buck-
ingham Palace in the UK, the White House in the US and the Kremlin in Russia.

The gorgeous architecture of the Forbidden City speaks well for the essence and
culmination of traditional Chinese architectural accomplishment. The grand palace
took millions of people including one hundred thousand artisans 14 years (1406-1420)
to finish its construction. Stqne were quarried from the suburbs of Beijing. Some are
as heavy as hundreds of tons and it was said a well was dug every fifty meters along
the road in order to pour water onto the road in winter to slide huge stones on ice into
the city. Large amounts of timber and other materials were freighted from provinces in
Southern China like Yunnan, Guizhou, Guangdong and Guangxi, etc.

There are entrances to the Forbidden City in all four directions and it’s suggested to
enter the Forbidden City from the Tiananmen Gate, the traditional “front door” to expe-

imperial 7 E Y approximately k£ atisans TE.EZA
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rience the carefully laid out complex to best effect. The Forbidden City can be divided,
by the Gate of Heavenly Peace, into two parts: The southern section is the “Outer Court”
and the northern part is the “Inner Court”. Walking straight ahead northwards, you will
reach the main entrance to the palace, the Meridian Gate, where the Emperor announced
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the new lunar calendar on the winter solstice. Enter the Meridian Gate, and go across
the Golden Stream Bridge you will arrive at the outer court.

The Outer Court consists of three halls used for ceremonial purposes and other
state affairs. You will be greeted by the magnificent Hall of Supreme Harmony, in which
there is the emperor’s Dragon Throne. The next is the Hall of Central Harmony, the
resting place of the emperor before presiding over grand events held in the Hall of Su-
preme Harmony. The last hall is the Hall of the Preserving Harmony used for banquets
and later for imperial examinations. ‘

The northern section, the Inner Court, was
where the emperor lived with his family, eu-
nuchs and maid-servants. The first part of the
Inner Court is a series of three halls: the Palace
of Heavenly Peace, which was the emperors’
sleeping quarters, the Palace of Union and

Peace, where the imperial seals were kept and
the Palace of Terrestrial Tranquility, the emperors’ wedding room. Besides the three main
buildings there are the six eastern palaces and six western palaces, where the emperor and
concubines were living. Those palaces have been converted into exhibition halls.

Exiting and going further north, travelers will find the Imperial Garden, behind which
there is the main exit gate of the Forbidden City, the Gate of Divine Might. For security the
Forbidden City is enclosed by a 10 meters high and 3,400 meters long outer wall. There is
a watchtower at each comer of the Forbidden City and around the city there is a six meter
deep, 52 meter wide moat as the first line of defense.

Nowadays, any tour of Beijing would be incomplete without a visit to the grand palace.
The introduction here about the Forbidden City is just the tip of an iceberg. You would never
realize how great it is unless you visit there by yourself to enjoy the splendid painted deco-
ration, the grand and deluxe halls, with the surprisingly treasures.
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