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Preface . A 1

Preface

% 5

Port State Control (PSC) is the inspection of foreign ships in national
ports for the purpose of verifying that the condition of the ship and its
equipment comply with the requirements of international conventions
'and that the ship is manned and operated in compliance with applica;ble
international laws. The primary responsibility for ensuring that a ship
maintains a standard at least equivalent to that specified in
international conventions rests with the flag State, and if all flag States
pérformed their duties satisfactorily there would be no need for Port
State Control. Unfortunately, this is not the case, as evidenced by the
many marine accidents around the world, hence the need for additional

control.

The authority for exercising PSC is the national law based on relevant
conventions. It is therefore necessary for a port State to be Party to
those conventions and to have promulgated the necessary legislation
before exercising PSC. In accordance with the provisions of the
applicable conventions, Parties may conduct inspections of foreign—

ships in their ports through Port State Control Officers (PSCOs).

Such inspections may be undertaken on the basis of:
< the initiative of the Party;

< the request of, or on the basis of, information regarding a ship
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provided by another Party; or

< information regarding a ship. provided by a member of the crew, a
professional body, an association, a trade union or any other
individual with an interest in the safety of the ship, its crew and -

passengers, or the protection of the marine environment. .

Whereas Parties may entrust surveys and inspections of ships entitled
to fly their own flag either to surveyors nominated for this purpose or to
recognized organizations, they should be aware that under the
applicable conventions, foreign ships are subject to Port State Control,
including boarding, inspection, rgn_eﬂi;al_ﬂi_gn, and possible detention,
only by officers duly authorized by the port State. The authorization of
these PSCOs may be a general grant of authofity or may be specific on

a case—by—case basis.

All possible efforts should be made to avoid a ship being unduly
detained or delayed. If a ship is unduly detained or delayed, it should

be entitled to compensation for any loss or damage suffered.

Provisions for Port State Control

IMO conventions place the responsibility for technically and
environmentally safe ships primarily on the flag State. However, it is
recognized that a port State can make a useful contribution to these
aims, and many conventions, therefore, contain provisions that permit

Port State Control. These include:
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<

SOLAS 74, Regulation 1/19, regu]aﬁon IX/6 and Regulation XI/4;
& Load Lines 66, Article 21; | |

< MARPOL 73/78, Articles 5 and 6, Regulation 8A of Annex I,
regulation 15 oﬂ/ﬂinne II, Regulation 8. of Annex III and
Regulation 8 of Annex V;

STCW 78, article X and regulation I/4;

< Tonnage 69, article 12.

<>

Amendments to procedures for Port State Control

(resolution A. 787(19))

Since its twelfth session in 1981, the IMO Assembly\ has adopted
various resolutions and circulars relating to PSC. Retso]ution A. 787(19),
Procedures for Port State Control, adopted by the 19th /‘lssembly in
November 1995, arg\algarri@te&) and harmonized the resolutions and

icirculars’adopted by then.

The 21st Assembly, in November 1999, adopted Resolution 2,882(21),
Amendments to the Procedures for Port State Control, updating the
1995 Resolution. The amendments include a new section on PSC

relating to the ISM Code, which entered into force on 1 July 1998. -

Regional co—operation on Port State Control

- While national PSC alone will already enhance the safety of ships and

the protection of the marine environment, only a regional approach will
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ensure that sub-standard ships and sub—standard operators have fewer -

places left to hide.

M
Unless a regional approach is adopted, operators will just d{ve t their
ships to ports in the region where no or less srr/ngeﬁ} PSC 1nspect10ns
are conducted. This may serlously ’hampelj the economic situation of the
ports of those countries that do conduct proper inspections. To remedy
this and to generally improve the effectiveness of inspections, many
regions of the world have already entered or are beginning to enter into

regional agreements on PSC.

In the first instance, such an agreement covers the exchange of
information about ships, their records and the results of inspections
carried out. This information is important as it enables subsequent ports
of call to target only ships that have not been recently inspected. .In
general, ships inspected within the previous six months are not re—

inspected unless there are clear grounds to do so.

Another reason for co-operating with other ports in the regions is to
ensure that identified sub—standard ships are effectively monitored.
This applies especially to ships that have been allowed to sail with
certain minor deficiencies on the condition that these are rectlﬁe!d in
the next port of call. Such ships can only be monitored by a constant

exchange of information between ports.

The most important benefit from co-operation, however, is ensuring

that port State inspections are carried out in a \umfor manner in all
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countries, and ﬁitimatcz/lygegions, and that similar standards are applied

with regards to the detention of ships and the training standards of

PSCOs. To achieve this, it is common practice of many existing

agreements to conduct joint seminars for PSCOs in order to harmonize

procedures.

Existing regional agreements on Port State Control

At present there are/g;ghﬂg\glonal PSC agreements in operation:

<

<

the Paris M&noranﬂm%- of Understanding on Port State Control

(Paris MOUJ; adopted in Paris (France) on 1 July 1982;

the Acuerdo de Vifia del Mar (Vifia del Mar or Latin—~America
Agreement), signed in Vifia del Mar (Chile) on 5 November 1992;
the Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control in the
Asia-Pacific Region (Tokyo MOU), signed in Tokyo (Japan) on 2
December 1993;

the Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control in the
Caribbean Region (Caribbean MOU), signed in Christchurch
(Barbados) on 9 February 1996;

the Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control in the
Mediterranean Region (Mediterranean MOU), signed in Valletta
(Malta) on 11 July 1997;

the Indian Ocean Memorandum of Understanding on Port State
Control (Indian Ocean MOU), signed in Pretoria (South Africa) on
5 June 1998; and
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< the Memorandum of Understanding for the West and Central
African Region (Abuja MOU), signed in Abuja (Nigeria) on 22
. October 1999. ’
< the Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control for the
Black Sea (the Black Sea MOU), signed in Istanbul (Turkey) on 7
April 2000.

Technical assistance by IMO

In November 1991, IMO's 17th Assembly Adopted Resolution
A.682(17), Regional co—operation m the control of ships and discharges,
which was aimed at the eradlcanon of sub-standard ships and proposed
the establishment of PSC- reglmes Jaround the world, following the

pattern adopted by the European region through the Paris MOU in
1982.

The resolution invited the authorities participating in the Paris MOU
and any other countries participating in PSC to assist, wherever
possible, in the conclusion of regional agreements elsewhere in the
world and to study matters of mter—reglona]]/ co—operation with a view to

compatlblhty of information systems and exchange of PSC information.

Smce then, IMO has been very actively engaged in assisting Member
States in their efforts to eradicate substandard shipping and has co—
operated in the preparation and conclusion of the various regional PSC

agreements over the past few years. It is now hoped that this process
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can be taken further by encouraging these regional systems to
effectively 1mplement the terms of the. agreements, co—operate among

N

themselves and, in particular, to formahze lhe transfer of information.

The need for support from within and outside the regions is evident,
especially for the newly established PSC agreements, in which the
majority of members are developing countries: ¥rom within the regions,
the active participation of all members is qfuci.ai in the implementation
of the agreements. From outside the regions, support is required on the
one hand from other well estabhshed and functioning reglonal
agreements by way of prov1d1ng e)épertxse and general guidance and on
the other hand, from dpnorsi to provide financing for the conduct of

training courses for inspectors.

e

IMO has developed a global project to assist regional PSC agreements
in the harmonization of their operations, the development of their
human resources capabilities and in the co—operation and exchange of
information amongst each other. As experience is gained through
implementation and interaction between agreements on a range of
common problems, over time enhanced global co—operation will take

place.

PSC~the future
The establishment of world—wide regional PSC is only a beginning.

The @t of global PSC, with exchange of information and
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harmonization of procedures and training, has even more exciting

implications. As more and more éatistics /and data are gathered and
exchanged by the different PSC secretariats, this will result in a huge

increase in knowledge about substandard shipping.

This knowledge is not only useful in itself, it will also provide the -

maritime community with the oppontﬁnity to better analyse the causes of
\\\

incidents and casualties and to ascertain,)more accurately than ever

before, how they can be prevented from occurring again.

Armed with the information made available as a result of regional co-
operation in PSC, we can work towards a change of attitude within the
shipping industry, where a long tradition of secrecy has too often
resulted in problems being hidden and ignored rather than revealed and

solved.

The development of PSC glves usa chance to challenge that culture and
replace secrecy with transparency nd(c openness.
e

IMO recognizes that the task ahead will be atduous, and although
efforts to improve flag State performance remain a top priority, effective
regional agreements, including harmonized mnspection and detention
procedures, inter-nationally approved qualifications of surveyors/
inspectors and transparen9§ through increased information within
regions and inter—regionally, will eventually impact upon both flag and

port State responsibilities.

The process already set in motion to increase regional controls and to
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strive/ for improved and effective implementation by flag States

themselves is the only way forward.
- Written by Dr. Heike Hoppe
“Technical Officer, Marihtime Safety Division
‘International Maritime Organization
From IMO NEWS, Number 1: 2000
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Unit 1
Reception of PSCO
BFREER

ERRETREM EUFA T > —, Bt — e B3 4
B WG AR, MK BB R R BESR . oK
M, KA . . iE. LT KIREE, —REZR K
N TFRST PSC B ER, & BIREN (BHERIFH ) FER PSC -
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HATTVERE P, A0 R b ) RS ] R BIC]RE IR R B4R
MR IEM G FAE, LG LR/ PSCO %9&
HIEfE] . XEE—3K PSCO STELHE BT Eg, HBT
X} PSC HJEM,

Dialogue A
First Interview
BHWRILE
PSCO: Nice to meet you, Mr. Captain. I am PSC officer from U.S. Coast
Guard. On the authorization of U.S.C. G., T'am executing PSC
inspection.
Captain: Nice to meet you, Mr. Officer. May I have your certificate and
your name, please?
PSCO: My name is Jack Field. Here is my official card.

Captain: Welcome, Mr. Field. I am ready for your inspection.

Notes
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