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Pride and Prejudice
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CHAPTER 1

It is a universal truth, that a single man in possession of a good
fortune must be in need of a wife. This truth is so well fixed in the
minds of the surrounding families of the neighbourhood', that he is
considered the rightful property of one of their daughters.

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” said his lady to him one day, “have
you heard that Netherfield Park has been let* at last?”

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“But it has, and do you not want to know who has taken it?”

“You want to tell me, and I have no objection to hearing it. ”

. This was invitation enough. “Why, my dear, Mrs. Long says
that Netherfield has been taken by a young man of large fortune
from the north of England, that he came down on Monday to see the
place and was so delighted with it, that he agreed to take posses-
sion’ of it as soon as possible, and some of his servants are to be in
the house by the end of next week. ”

“What is his name?”

“Bingley. ”

“Is he married or single?”

“Oh, single! A single man of large fortune; four or five thou-
sand a year. What a fine thing for our girls]”

“But how can it affect them?”

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” replied his wife, “how can you be so
irritating* ! You must know that T am thinking of his marrying one of
them. It is very likely that he may fall in love with one of them,

T T [T Tt LT

1. neighbourhood: local area. Wif ; 48 .
2, let: rent. th#2

3. possession: actual holding or occupation with or without rightful ownership. 384
4. irritaﬁng: annoying. A& ; 3 K &4
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and therefore you must visit him as soon as he comes.”

«[ see no reason for that. You and the girls may go, or you
may send them by themselves. ”

«But consider your daughters. Sir William and Lady Lucas are
determined to go. Indeed you must go, for it will be impossible for
us to visit him if you do not.”

“Syrely Mr. Bingley will be very glad to see you; and I will
send a few lines by you to assure him of my hearty consent to his
marrying whichever he chooses of the girls, though I must throw in
a good word for my little Lizzy,” .

“You shall do no such thing!. Lizzy is not a bit better than the oth-
ers, and I am sure she is not half so handsome as Jane.”

“They have none of them much to recommend them, ™ replied
he, “they are all silly and igniorant like other girls, but Lizzy is a
litle quicker than her sisters. o

“Mr. Bennet! You have no compassion1 on my poor nerves.”

“You mistake me, my dear. 1 have a high respect for your
nerves. They are my old friends. I have heard you mention them
with consideration these twenty years at least. ”

Mr. Bennet was so odd a mixture of sarcastic’ humour and re-
serve, that the experience of twenty-three years had been insuffi-
cient’ to make his wife understand his character. She was a woman
of little understanding and uncertain temper. The business of her
life was to get her daughters married; its M“ was visiting and
news.

In fact Mr. Bennet was one of the first to visit Mr. Bingley,
though till the evening after the visit, his wife had no knowledge of

1. compassion: pity or sympathy. ¥-1¥%; B
2. sarcastic: expressing or marked by sarcasm. YL

3. Mﬁenl: not enough. R 2 #; RBH
4. solace: comfort. 4Fi&; £ &
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the visit. It was disclosed' in the following manner—observing his sec-
ond daughter employed in trimming® a hat, he suddenly said:

“I hope Mr. Bingley will like it, Lizzy,”

“We are not able to know what Mr. Bingley likes, ” said her
mother resentfully, -“since we are not to visit. In any case I am sick
of Mr. Bingley!”

“I am sorry to hear that; but why did you not tell me so be-
fore? If I had known as much this moming, I certainly would not
have called on him. As I have actually paid the visit, we cannot es-
cape the acquaintance® now. ”

The astonishment of the ladies was just what he had wished.

“How good it was of you, my dear Mr. Bennet!” declared his
wife. “What an excellent father you have, girls!”

The rest of the evening was spent in wondering how soon Mr.
Bingley would return the visit, and determining when they should
ask him to dinner.

CHAPTER 2

Mrs. Bennet was unable to draw from her husband any satisfacto-
ry description of Mr. Bingley, and was obliged to accept the sec-
ond-hand intelligence of their neighbour, Lady Lucas. Her report
was highly favourable. He was quite young, wonderfully handsome,
extremely agreeable’, and he meant to be at the next ball with a
large party. Nothing could be more delightful! To be fond of
dancing was a certain step towards falling in love. A report soon

B T T T L PP T YT T 1 g2 My

1. disclose: make known. 2 7F; M &; & &

2. trim: put lace or ribbons on. &

3. acquaintance: knowledge of a person acquired by a relationship less intimate than
friendship. A i%; #84%

4. agreeable: amiable; pleasing. 4~ A be 4y
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followed that he was to bring twelve ladies and seven gentlemen with
him; but when the evening came, and Mr. Bingley’s party entered the
assembly room, it consisted only of five aliogether—Mr. Bingley, “his two
sisters, the husband of the eldest, and another young man.

Mr. Bingley was indeed good-looking and gentleman-like, and
he had easy unaffected manners. His sisters were fine women with
an air of decided fashion. His brother-in-law, Mr. Hurst, merely
looked the gentleman; but his friend, Mr. Darcy, soon drew the at-
tention of the room with his fine, tall stature, handsome, noble fea-
tures, and the report, which was in general circulation within five
minutes, of his having ten thousand a year. He was looked at with
great admiration for about half the evening, till his manners turned
the tide' of his popularity. He was discovered to be proud and to
consider himself superior” to the rest of the company. Mr. Bingley
soon made himself acquainted with all the principal people of the
room, and he danced every dance. Mr. Darcy danced only once
with Mrs. Hurst and once with Miss Bingley and declined to be in-
troduced to any other lady in the room.

Elisabeth Bennet had been obliged by the scarcity’ of the gen-
tlemen to sit down for two dances; and during part of that time,
Mr. Darcy had been standing near enough for her to overhear' his
friend Bingley offer to introduce him to her.

" “Which do you mean?” Darcy asked, and turning round he
looked for a moment at Elizabeth and then coldly said, “She is tol-
erable, but not handsome enough to tempt me. ? ‘

e Tl i [T e Tl T Tl I 1 oo b T T T T T

1. turn the tide: change the direction. iiiﬁ 15}

2. superior: extraordinary; better than average. FRleh; RF

3. scarcity: lack. &2 ; RE

4. overhear: hear without the speaker’s awareness or intent. AEPSBRTE
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Elizabeth remained with no very cordial feelings towards him.
She retold the story, however, with great spirit among her friends,
especially to her close friend Charloite Lucas; for she had a lively,
playful disposition.

Her sister Jane, however, once they were alone, couldn’t help
expressing her admiration for Mr. Bingley. “He’s just what a young
man ought to be, ” said she, “sensible, good-humoured’, lively, and I
never saw such happy manners, with such perfect good-breeding! I was
very much flattered” by his asking me to dance a second time. ”

“What could be more natural?” replied Elizabeth. “He could
not help seeing that you were about five times as pretty as every oth-
er young woman in the room. It is only a pity that his sisters’ man-
ners are not equal to his. ”

“Certainly not—at first. But they are very pleasing women
when you speak with them. Miss Bingley is to live with her brother,
and keep his house and I believe we shall find a very charming

neighbour in her. ”

CHAPTER 3

The ladies of Longboum3 soon went to visit those of Netherfield,
and the visit was promptly returned. Mrs. Hurst and Miss Bingley
liked Miss Bennet’s® pleasing manners; and, though they consid-
ered the mother to be intolerable, and the younger sisters not worth
speaking to, they wished to be better acquainted with the two

I g R D) ) g 0t PO D O g

1. good-humoured: good-tempered. 473 %, 44

2. flatter: compliment excessively. k&

3. Longbourn: the house where the Bennets live. BERA— R BT
4. Miss Bennet’s: the eldest unmarried daughter. 3 &4 K 69 X 4o JL
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eldest. Jane received this attention with the greatest pleasure, but Eliz-
abeth still saw suggrciliousness[ in their treatment of everybody, inclu-
ding even her sister, and could not like them. Their kindness to Jane
arose in all probability from the influence of their brother’s admiration.
It was generally evident, whenever they met, that he did admire her,
and to Elizabeth it was equally evident that Jane was falling in love
with him. She considered with pleasure, however, that this fact was
not likely to be discovered by the world in general, since Jane united,
with a great strength of feeling, a compisurez, and a uniform cheerful-
ness of manner which would guard her from all suspicions.

Elizabeth mentioned this to her friend Charlotte Lucas.

“It may perhaps be a disadvantage to be so very guarded, ” re-
plied Charlotte. “She should not conceal her affection so much.
Bingley likes your sister, undoubtedly; but he may never do more
than like her, if she does not encourage him. ”

“But she does encourage him, as much as her nature will al-
low. If I can p_erceive3 her feelings for him, he must be a simgleton"
not to notice them too. ”

“Remember, Elizabeth, that he does not know Jane as well as
you do, and they never meet for many hours together. ”

Occupied in observing Mr. Bingley’s attentions to her sister,
Elisabeth was very far from suspecting that she was herself becoming
an object of some interest in the eyes of his friend. Mr Darcy had at
first scarcely considered her to be pretty. But he soon began to find

-""l|n.»-"'Iu..~'"lnuv-""l;nv""I|w—"‘!||.,..‘n|--..,wur;,..--m.w"lluu»«"'iu.,.mln...--un1..--"'l||.._-ﬂlu..-An||..-v"l|u.-«"'l||n-""h|.m-'l||...—-'Im--""lu.-*"m.,4'"1|..»-‘“|m--“'lm--*'luu-

1. superciliousness: haughty or snobbish contempt. #t1%
* 2. composure: calmness. F#

3. perceive: apprehend, achieve understanding of. B dv; K 3|; HinE
4. simpleton: person of low intelligence. #SL/A; 5%
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that her face was rendered uncommonly intelligent, by the beautiful ex-
pression of her dark eyes. He was forced to acknowledge that her fig-
ure was light and pleasing; and, although her manners were not those
of the fashionable' world, he was caught by their easy playfulness. He
began to wish to know more of her.

CHAPTER 4

One day a footman® entered with a note for Miss Bennet from Neth-

erfield. Mrs. Bennet’s eyes sparkled’ with pleasure , and while her
daughter read she eagerly called out:
“Well, Jane, who is it from? What is it about? What does it
say? Make haste and tell us, my love. ”
“It is from Miss Bingley, ” said Jane and she read it aloud.
“My dear friend,
“If you. do not dine today with Louisa and me, we shall be in danger
of hating each other for the rest of our lives, for a whole day’s téte-a-
té_te4betu)eennvowon1encanneverendufithoutaquanel. Come as
soon as you can on the receipt of this note. My brother and the gen-
tlemen are dining out. '
Yours ever,
Caroline Bingley. ”
“Dining out, ” said Mrs Bennet, “that is very unlucky. ”
“Can I have the carriage?” asked Jane.

Mg 0 A 00 880 g g

1. fashionable: conforming to the current style; stylish. B E; AATE

2. footman: servant. {fA

3. sparkle: shine with animation. I33§; B A& % 5 % A %

4. téte-a-téte: ( French) private conversation between two people. F2Mi% 35 &%
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“No, my dear, you had better go on horseback because it
seems likely to rain, and then you must stay all night!”

“would much rather go in the coach.”

“But, my dear, the horses are wanted at the farm.”

So Jane was obliged to go on horseback, and her mother atten-
ded her to the door with many cheerful progr_losti'cs1 of a bad day.
Her hopes were answered; Jane had not been gone long before it
rained hard. Her sisters were uneasx2 for her, but her mother was
delighted. The rain continued the whole evening without stopping.
Jane certainly could not come back.

“This was a very lucky idea of mine!” said Mrs. Bennet more
than once, as if the credit of making it rain were all her own. She
was not aware of the extent of her success until the next day, how-
ever. Breakfast was scarcely’ over when a servant from Netherfield
brought the following note for Elizabeth: ’

‘ My dearest Lizzy, . 4

1 find myself very unwell this morning, which I suppose is due to

the fact that I got wet through yesterday My kind friends will not

hear of my returning home till I am better. They insist also on

my seeing the doctor, so do not be alarmed’ if you hear of his.

having been to me. Apart from a sore throat and headache,

there is not much the matter with me.

ytours etc. ”

“Well, my dear,” said Mr. Bennet, when Elizabeth had read the
note aloud, “if your daughter should have a dangerous fit of illness, it

""“I|p-v""lun-"'"ll||---"‘“|m--"“Ilrm‘"l!lnr"llm-"‘"l| ''''' - ‘lllxnv""ﬂln.-"‘“lm-"'"llu-""llu-"'lllu"‘"ln.ru"lllll.u»'llIll,mﬂ"lnw""lln- e e Iy U Il Mpre e

1. prognostic: prediction. i3

2. uneasy: worried; disturbed. 325 #9; REH
3. scarcely: seldom. JUFR; HEA

4. alarm: frighten. &*F
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