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Northeast Yunnan

Northeast Yunnan refers to the area of Yunnan bordering Sichuan
and Guizhou provinces. In particular, it refers to the districts of
Zhaotong and the north part of Qujing, and it is one of the origins of
the early development of Yunnan in history. Traced back into history,
the General Zhuang Jiao led his troops into the Dianchi Area and be-
gan to build a channel for ancient Yunnan to communicate with cen-
tral China. After reunification by Emperor Qin Shihuang, people built
a five-feet plank road from Qizhou (modern day Yibin) to the middle
of Yunnan via Zhaotong. In addition, the West Han changed the names
of Zhaotong to ‘Zhuti County’ and Qujing to ‘Shewei County’. This
ancient track has always been an important access route for people to
travel into the center of Yunnan from the plain of China via Yibin in
Sichuan, by way of Doushaguan and Zhaotong.

From the period of East }jg;n to that of the Wei and Jin northern and

southern dynasties, the ribe from middle China began to migrate

into northeast, centr:
began to be occu?qé%y

stern Yunnan. Many places in Yunnan
ttlers. These settlers brought with them

some advanced tools, such as iron working, farming with the aid of
cattle, and also brick-making. Thanks to the evident benefits to
productivity, this migration brought unprecedented economic and cul-
tural prosperities to the Zhaotong district. The historic famous “ Zhu’s
abstracting technique of silver”, “Zhu’s abstracting technique of cop-
per” , the Meng Xiaoju stele and Jin He’s succeeding frescoes of the
Han Dynasty partially display the prosperity during that specific time.

Zhaotong is rich in minerals resources, as an old saying goes that one
could ‘go up to Yunnan and go down to Sichuan, and one would hardly
empty the treasures of Zhaotong to fill in the bottomless Yibin basin’.
In 1954, a pottery-made house model was unearthed together with
some roof tile ruins from an East Han Tomb in Yangjiachong, Zhaotong.
The wall of the model was made up of adobes, and beams and poles
supported the roof. The unearthed relic was in the Wudian style: cov-
ered in tiles without corbel brackets though possessing beams and eave-
rafters. The Biaozi Tiji Moya stone carving in Doushaguan of Yanjin
was a historic witness of the Tang Dynasty for the minister of Yimouxun
of the Nanzhao Kingdom. The stone-carvings were also a symbol of
the friendship between nationalities inhabited in Yunnan with the people
inland.

After the Ming Dynasty, the Central Regime encouraged Han people
living inland to move to Yunnan to engage in agriculture as well as
military defense. Soon the Han population in Yunnan rose to be the
largest nationality: the courtyard structures in Zhaotong became a sym-
bol of Han family residences as well as that of the Yi upper classes.
Normally there were two types of structures, the adobe wall structure
and the brick and stone structure.

In times gone by, the dwellers in Northeast Yunnan were tough and
strong. Many people practiced martial arts. During the period of the
Republic of China, many famous generals and leaders were born in
this specific area, including Tang Jirao, Long Yun, Lu Han, Luo
Binghui, Lu Guofan, Zeng Zesheng and Pan Shuoduan. To this day,
there are still two temples in memory of the families of Long Yun and
Lu Han, preserved at a place 10 km away from Yongfeng Town.
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The mosque standing on top of the Yupan
Mountain of Tuogu Township in Ludian
County was first built in the 8th Year of
Yongzheng’s Reign of the Qing Dynasty

(1730). The temple consists of the main palace i
and waking-up building. The Waking-up Build-

ing is also named as ‘Bailou’ (Courtesy

Building) and it is girder-structured architec-
ture composed of 46 columns with a height of
20 meters for the total five stories.
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This hectic street in former days is now a quiet back

street with little traffic.

Northeast Yunnan
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Long Yun (1884 to 1962), also Zhizhou was a native of Zhaotong County. He was previously the
Chairman of Yunnan Provincial Government and other titles during the period of the Republic of China.
In Yintang Village, Yongfeng Town there is still a large-scale Long Family Temple well retained with a
high courtyard wall and two 2-story blockhouses with pointed roofs.

The Long Family Temple is an architectural structure comprised of an ancestral hall, a big house in the
village and blockhouses, covering a total area of some 1.7 hectares. On the left side of the yard is the
ancestral hall, and to the right is a big village house. The big house in the village has several entrances
and a spacious courtyard. The windows and gates of the house, as well as the columns in the yard are
carefully and exquisitely carved.

The Long ancestral hall consists of six varying small and large courtyards presenting a generous and
mighty manner as well as a solemn atmosphere. The single eave hip and gable roof is decorated using
glazed tiles. The platform in front of the palace still exists and the whole ancestral hall is amazingly

painted and carved.
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The side gate of the Long courtyard is an ex-
ample of extremely rare architecture in that it
uses a western style as its main theme. It is a
gate building structure of brick and stone and
on the top of the door head is an exquisite re-
lief pattern.

The structure of this silt eave floral-pendant
decorated bracket is not very complicated but

its carving is beautiful.
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The imperial path extending from the door-
step of the Long family temple’s master pal-
ace is also called Dandian by the local people.
The pattern of the path is propitious clouds and
water together with the honorable dragon, spe-
cially prepared for the supreme person to be
carried in their chair. In central China, no mat-
ter how rich and how high the person occupies
in business and administration, no one would
dare to pave such an ‘imperial path in front of
the house. On the other hand, Yunnan is far
from the emperor; as the most important per-
sonage in Yunnan, who would dare to point
their fingers at the Long’s family for the impe-

rial path in front of the palace?
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The refined beam carving and the decorated
brackets between the poles and girders seem
to lead people into an art corridor of wooden
carving.

This relief embossed flower in the house is
very fine.

The sewage under the stone statue inside the
Long’s Family Temple.

This is a finely carved octagonal stone pole
base.

Stone drum of the Long’s Family Temple.
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The wooden carving piece has many lovely
human figures; some are waving their knives,
some have bows and arrows and some are send-

ing orders. It is a vivid and creative design.
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On top of the luxurious roof is a beautiful and well-designed deco-

ration and the central treasure roof is exquisite and complicated.

13



EA R AR AEE, L@ W BB £
e EE &

The decoration of the main ridge is very striking because of the unique

kylin and dragon pattern.
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Lu Han (1896 to 1974), also Yongheng, was a native of Zhaotong. After the victory against the
Japanese, he was made the president of Yunnan Provincial Government during the Republic of China.
The Lu’s family temple in the Jikuai village of Yongfeng Town is a four-house courtyard composing
of front and back palaces, right and left wing houses, and a small yard at each corner, covering a total
area of 0.667 ha. The master palace is a single-eave hip and gable roof with a platform in front.



