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The “Exhibition of Tibetan History and
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Award of Fine Works issued by State
Bureau of Cultural Relic, for the Top
Ten National Exhibitions of Excellent
Rlics,1999.
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Preface

The Tibet Museum is located at the southeast corner of the Norbulingka
Road in Lhasa. It is the first large-sized comprehensive modern museum in
the Tibet Autonomous Region; it is a brilliant literary and arts palace of the
Tibetan people, a gem of Tibetan civilization and a treasure house of Tibetan
cultural relics.

Funded by the central Government, the Tibet Museum was built under the
kindly care of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the
direct leadership of the Party Committee and People’s Government of the Tibet
Autonomous Region. General Secretary Jiang Zemin inscribed name for the
Museum. It was open to the public on October 5, 1999. The site of the museum
covers an area of 53,959 square meters, with a total construction area of 23,508
square meters. The area for exhibition department covers 10,451 square meters,
consisting of three sections: a main exhibition hall, a folk cultural garden and
an administrative quarter. The building is magnificent, and combined Tibetan
traditional architecture with modern technology. Its characteristics are unique.
Together with its neighboring Norbulingka Park, it has become one of the most
beautiful places in the ancient city of Lhasa.

Before the Tibet Museum was built, numerous cultural relics in the
Autonomous Region were kept in shabby storehouses of the departments
in charge of historical relics, others were scattered among and kept by the
common people. Because of the limitations of exhibition, those relics were
seldom put on display for the public, and there were fewer opportunities to
introduce them through publication.As a matter of fact,the rich cultural
connotations of these historical relics were not utilized.At the present,under the
new conditions of reform and opening up to the outside world, to build in Tibet

a large-scale museum with rich content is to inherit and develop our
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predecessors’ career. It has become a center for the broad masses of people
to understand the Tibetan history and culture. It has also become a new
place of interest in Lhasa, the capital city of the Autonomous Region.

The Tibet Museum has a rich collection of cultural relics, including various
types of cultural relics of prehistoric period, title-conferring documents issued
by the feudal dynasties of past ages, seals of authority, gold albums, gifts
granted by emperors. There are also numerous statues of buddhas, bodhisattvas,
and figures. There are also rare sutras written on pattra leaves and birch bars,
and manuscripts written with gold powder, silver powder, and coral powder.
There are also various printed Sanskrit and Tibetan scriptures and colorful
tangkas of various painting genres. Unique Tibetan handicrafts, costumes,
jewelry, gold ware, silver ware and jade ware are also in the collection. All
these are of excellent quality and are invaluable.

The aim of the Tibet Museum is to preserve cultural relics of the best
quality, to make academic study and to put them on display so that the visitors
may appreciate the Tibetan historical civilization. The “Exhibition of Tibetan
History and Culture” is a major part of the Museum, which includes more
than a thousand pieces of selected objects, showing the long history and
brilliant culture of the Tibetan people.

The content of the book Tibet Museum is an introduction to the cultural
relics preserved in the Museum. It is compiled by the professionals of various
departments of the Museum. Its content covers various aspects of Tibetan
history and culture. This pictorial album is a record of one of the “Top Ten
National Exhibitions of Excellent Cultural Relics, 1999.” Itis a display of the
wisdom and gigantic creativity of the Tibetan people.

The staff of the Tibetan Museum offers this album as a gift to the fiftieth

anniversary of the peaceful liberation of Tibet.
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Before entering civilized society, Tibet had
undergone several archaeological periods:
Paleolithic culture, Neolithic culture, Bronze Age,
and the early Iron Age. The time extended roughly
from the 50th century BC to 6th century AD.

Man began to live in Tibet as early as fifty

thousand years ago. During the early stages
they lived on gathering and hunting, using

stone tools. Archaeologists have found stone

scrapers, pointed implements and choppers of

Paleolithic age in the Northern Tibet plateau with
an elevation of 4,100~4.800 meters. After
entering the Holocene epoch, the neolithic

culture with farming, pottery, as well as animal

breeding and hunting developed in river valleys
and low hills. A lot of fine stone cores and flakes,
perforated stone balls and knives, stone knives
with a concave trough, stone spades, stone adzes,
stone axes, stone chisels of the early neolithic
culture have been unearthed. Many stone
arrowheads,
various utensils of red pottery, grey pottery and
black pottery of the late neolithic culture were
also unearthed at the Karo and Xiao Enda
archaeological sites in Chamdo of Eastern Tibet.
They have been also unearthed at the Chugong
archaeological site Lhasa and Kunga Trango

bone awls, bone needles and

 Gully archaeological site in the middle reaches

of the Yarlung Tsangpo. The bronze
arrowheads unearthed at the Chugong 7

“ archaeologlcal site verifies that matured
bronze ‘ware was menstence in Tibet by the

first century BC. Iron tools appeared ata later
time. Tibet’s Bronze Age and early Iron Age

had endedby the time before the Tubo dynasty

which was established in the 7th century.
During this period, the forefathers of the
present day Tibetans left numerous rock
paintings of huntmg scenes in Rutog County

~ in Ngari, rock paintings on warriors in
Damshung County, carved rock paintings of
leopard runnmg after deer in Nagchu A lot
~ of brilliantly carved rock pamtmgs of animals
~and human ﬁgures were found in Palkhor ‘

Kyldo caves in Nagchu A number of stone
coffins and stone funeral chambers and

metal ornaments were found All this

mdlcates the exchanges of primitive cultures

:between Tibet and the upper reaches of the

Yellow River and the Western Slchuan
plateau. By then, huntmg, ammals breeding

and farmmg economy were on the rise, and
Tibet began to enter c1v1hzed somety "
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I 5%  #HoswRml  S4Foditt
(K 14.5 cm)
Bone hairpin
Late neolithic age, excavated in Karo,
Chamdo; 14.5 cm in length.
2 HE HosEAmm
(k 4.2 cm)
Bone needles

SAF R b +

Late neolithic age; excavated in Karo,
Chamdo; 4.2 cm in length.

1 3 e DiEE # B B I
B A F &Rk
A stone and bone necklace

Late neolithic age, excavated in Karo,

Griding stone
Late neolithic age; excavated in
Chugong, Lhasa; 15 cm in length
and 11 cm in width.

5 WA # 4 35 0 K0
MTEERET R RLE
Stone tools in block

Early neolithic age; found in

in length.

Chamdo.
4 MRS %6 B A
LiFw Rl Y (K15 em, 11 em) 6 440}

(%K 2.8 cm)

# 4 &K

MT 28 RET IR E

Stone tools in blades

(K 2.8 cm)

Early neolithic age; found in Gar
County, Ngari; The biggest 2.8 cm

in length.
7 FFLATEK # 46 B 0K B
SAFE R L  (RKAAAS.5 cm)

Hollowed stone implements

Gar County, Ngari; The biggest 2.8cm  Late neolithic age; excavated in Karo,

Chamdo; 8.5 cm in diameter.




8 fith # & B H KB 11 Fiih ¥ 5B R BN

(¥ 12.5 cm, 5 8.5 cm) (%K 13.1 cm, B 1.5 cm )

Stone axe Stone chisel

Late neolithic age; excavated in Karo, Chamdo; Late neolithic age; excavated in Ngulda, Chamdo;

12.5 cm in length and 8.5 cm in width. The biggest 13.1 cm in length, 1.5 cm in thickness.
9 fiF # 4 B H R SARFHd bk b

(¥21.5 cm, £4.5 cm, F 2.2 cm)

Stone axe

Late neolithic age; excavated in Karo, Chamdo;

21.5 cm in length, 4.5 cm in width and 2.2 cm

in thickness.
10 XURAY"  #6BHK8M BEHTEERE

(¥15.5 cm, %10 cm)

Stone tool chipped on both sides

Late neolithic age; excavated in Chugong, Lhasa;

15.5 cm in length and 10 cm in width.
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1 B Y8 it # 4 B B KR
EFEH TR S+ (k4.5 cm)
A clay monkey

Late neolithic age; excavated in

Chugong, Lhasa; 4.5 cm in length.

] 5 Bl 4 &K
EEdTEad (%5 cm)

Copper arrowheads
Early bronze age; excavated in
Chugong, Lhasa; The bigger one 5cm

in length.
BB #.5 BI KB
L RS RAE A

Carbonized barley
Late neolithic age; excavated in

Trango valley, Gongker, Lhoka;

4 SERMKL

A 350K
SAF AR+
Carbonized grains

Late neolithic age; excavated in
Karo, Chamdo.

A T] # 4 & MK B
BACFZik b+

(K11.7 cm, 4.7 cm)

Stone knives

Late neolithic age; excavated in
Karo, Chamdo; 11.7 cm in length
and 4.7 cm in width.

fi 4% #45 3 B KM
EFHREEEL (&4 K14 cm,
%13 cm, B4 K8.5 cm, 1.7 cm)
Stone and bone combs

Late neolithic age; excavated in
Chugong, Lhasa; The stone comb:
14 cm in length and 13 cm in width.
The bone comb: 8.5 cm in length

and 1.7 cm in width.

10

A1 5%
Nk £ T

Stone curves

#4 B K g Ak

(K10 cm, £ 4.5 cm)

Late neolithic age; excavated in
Karo, Chamdo; 10 c¢m in length
and 4.5 cm in width.

B HE # 4 %K B
AT HE A £ (=¥ 17 cm)
Bone awls

Late neolithic age; excavated in
Karo, Chamdo; The bigger one
17 cm in lenght.

A1 B # 4 B MK B

B AF R bk £ (¥ 4 cm)
A pointed stone

Late neolithic age; excavated

in Karo, Chamdo; 4 cm in length.
1 B 48
HFEH RS
(%36 cm, K33 cm, %15 cm)
Grind Stone

Late neolithic age; excavated in

#7438 K

Chugong, Lhasa; 36 cm in height,
33 cmin length and 15 ¢cm in width.




