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Lesson 1




Y: Hello, my dear friends. Welcome to “Everyday
Chinese”. I'm your host Yajie. It’s a brand new program
and also a fresh new start for our listeners.

R: Hi, everyone. I'm Raymond. I've been here in China
for two years but my Chinese remains at the primary
level, unfortunately. So we are almost standing at the
same starting line.

Y: Well I need to tell you that we will teach elementary
Chinese. So Raymond, what would you first need to
learn?

R: Definitely greetings in Chinese should be the first
topic.

Y: Ok. Now let’s first take a look at “Today’s Mission”.

4B x42 Today’s Mission

i 4F.  Hello.

Ni jico shén me ming zi?

R ™ A 4 4% F? What’s your name?

Zhe shi wo de ming pidan.

X & &K % K . Thisis my business card.
Hao jin bt jian.

¥ A &~ JL .  Long time no see.



Y: Ok. So that was today’s mission. In Chinese there are
several different ways to say hello. The most popular
expression is 1%

R: 1347,

Y: #& means you. ¥ means good. Together you-good
1i4F. 44:4F can be used at any time, on any occasion and
by anybody.

R: 1&%F. It can be used on either a stranger or a person
you’ve already known.

Y: The pronunciation of f&t is similar to that of the
English word knee, and % similar to how. Raymond, do
you know when somebody says {7 %F to you, what
should you reply?

R: Well, let me see. Is it similar to that in English? For
example, when I say “hi”, you can respond with a “hi”.
Y: Right! It’s simple! Just repeat it. 17:%F. Please say it
after me. 1R¥F.

R: 1R%F.

Y: Ok. So we mentioned several grammar parts here.

Let’s listen to the conversation.

%1% — Conversation One

A: 174, Hello.




B: 4{&4F. Hello.

A: 4%, Hello.
B: f&4F. Hello.

R: Well, after greetings I'm wondering what about
his/her name. What’s the Chinese for that?

Y: You can ask in this way 2™ H 4 % 59
R: o4 2572

Y: 4% means you.

R4

Y: 4, called.

s

Y: ft4 means what.

Rk

Y: What’s your name? ™4+ 4 % F?

R: R4 257

Y

: All right. Please listen to the conversations attentively.

*F1£ = Conversation Two

A: Re4F24 45?7 What’s your name?




B: #" £ %. My name is Wang Long.

A: A4 %5 ? What's your name?
B: X|Ek. LiuLu.

Y: See the difference, Raymond?

R: Well, to me the difference mainly lies in the answers
actually. In reply to “What’s your name?” you can either
say #&™ plus your name, or you can simply utter your
name.

Y: There you go. Since the answer is easy. Let’s practice
the question one more time. 314 % F?

R: &4t 4 % F? What’s your name?

Y: Nowadays in China, people often exchange business
cards when they meet for the first time. When handing
out the business card, you can say X Z#&K4&5% A . It
means this is my business card.

R: X2 K494 K. Whatdoes % & stand for? Business
card?

Y: You bet. % ~, business card.

R: £ 4.

Y: And iX means this.

R: X,

Y: 5& means be.

<
)
=
=
- m.
7]
m




)22

R: =.
Y: 449 is the Chinese for my or mine. #.49.
R: #&49.

Y: & & 4K&489. Literally it means this is mine.
R: X Z K49,

Y: 4% ki, business card.
R: Zh.

Y: This is my business card. X 2 K54 K .
R: X&KL K.

Y

: Ok. Let’s listen to the brief conversation.

*t1£ = Conversation Three

A: ZZKH %L K. This is my business card.

B: #f#t. Thanks.

A: AR, 174552 Long time no see. How are
you?

B: #4749, #t. I'm fine. Thanks.

Y: This is my business card. X2 K94 K .
R: ZREKML A .

Y: % k. business card.

R: %

22
A .



Y: Now let’s move to another sentence. Suppose you and
your friends haven’t seen each other for a long time.
What would you say in English?

R: Simple! It’s “Long time no see.”

Y: Great. In Chinese we say A R L.

R: FARNL.

Y: It’s like the translation from long time no see. ¥ A,
very long time.

HA.

: X means not.

.

=R isto see.

ﬁum

: Long time no see, FA T L.

7 PR D RS e e

W4 AR, Now let’s listen to the third conversation

one more time.

#+4%& = Conversation Three

A: X Z#KH % K. This is my business card.

B: #ti#t. Thanks.

A FAFRN, 145 ? Long time no see. How are
you?

B: #4744, #tist. I'm fine. Thanks.
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Y: Ok. That’s the last conversation. This is “Everyday
Chinese” on CRI. Before we listen to the whole
conversations one more time, let’s have a quick review of
what we have learned today. We mentioned hello in
Chinese is 1R%F.

R: 1R%F.

Y: What’s your name? 1™+ 4 & F?

R: "4 % 5?7 What’s your name?

Y: Also we mentioned that when you exchange business

cards, you say X Z &K 9% K.

R: X Z &% k. Thisis my business card.

Y: And also long time no see in Chinese is ¥F A R~ L.
R: AR,

Y: Here are today’s whole conversations.

7% 2%+ 1£ The Whole Conversations

#11#5— Conversation One

A: 17¥F. Hello.
B: 174F. Hello.

A: 1&4F. Hello.
B: f&4F. Hello.



2F+% — Conversation Two

A: the4F A % F? What's your name?
B: #™ £%. My name is Wang Long.

A: R4 4 £ 5?7 What's your name?
B: ®|fk. LiuLu.

#t1% = Conversation Three

A: X R KL F . Thisis my business card.

B: #f#t. Thanks.

A: F AR, 45757 Long time no sce. How are you?
B: $#£4F49. #fdt. I'm fine. Thanks.
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Y: At the end of each program, we have a small segment
called “Tips of Chinese Culture”. We are gonna introduce
some typical Chinese customs, through which you can
tell some cultural difference.

R: What is today’s “Tips of Chinese Culture™?

Y: Let’s listen to it right now.




Tips of Chinese Culture

You may have noticed earlier, some people say 4% for
& 4F. Well, #-%F is usually used between people of
similar ages and social positions. If you meet some one
senior to you, you say &4F. & is the polite form of 14.
Thus #%F seems to be more formal and respectful.

R: Thank you. That’s pretty much for today’s program.
Y: Yes. Before we say goodbye, we have a little quiz for
you. That is how do you say “Long time no see” in
Chinese?

R: If you know the answer, you can send it to our e-mail
box, which is chinese@cri.com.cn.

Y: For more information, please log on to the website
www.crienglish.com. This is Yajie and Raymond saying
goodbye.

Y&R: & 1!
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