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Wonderful Karst Attractions in Yunnan
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Yunnan Stone Forest, typical karst topography.




Yunnan is a treasure—land in the southwest frontier region of China. Various geographical structures and a vertical
climate help produce wonderful environments and yield numerous products. Besides rare flowers, plants, birds and animals,
the twenty—six ethnic groups have been living on this land peacefully for generations and the harmony between man and nature
has created a paradise for mankind. The mountainous highland, various ecological landscapes and the splendid natural beau—
ties find full expression in the following: from the high mountains to the deep valleys, from the tropical forests to the perpetual
snow mountains, from the sparsely—populated remote region to the grassland reaching as far as the eye can see. Of the most
impressive are the fully developed, wonderful karst scenic landscapes in east and southeast Yunnan, the Stone—forests, the

sky—touching pr—-aks, the karst caves and the waterfalls, and the great ethnic cultures such as Yi culture, Buyi culture, Zhuang

culture, Miao culture, etc.




The Alu Ancient Cave, a typical karst cave at Luxi County.
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In these karst
mountains, life becomes
more optimistic, tender,
durable and unaffected.
The ethnic groups here
have long been nurtured by
Nature and have merged
into this wonderland and
created splendid cultures
with rich connotations. No
matter how the world is
changing, life and beauty
are always singing on this
vast highland. As long as
men can breathe and eyes
can see, they can find
whatever they want on this
wonderland, a home from

home.




Note: "Karst" is a Slovenian term used by a Serbian
geologist and originally applied to the Karst, a limestone area
on the Dalmatian coast of the Istra Peninsular on the Adriatic
Sea but has been extended to mean all areas characterized
by the excavating effects of underground water and surface

water on massive soluble lime—stone.
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Peak clusters, another trait of the karst topography at Luoping County.
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The Stone Forest: Number One Spectacle of the World
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Located at Shilin County and 120 km away from Kunming, the Stone Forest is called
"Number One Spectacle of the World." Each year it attracts hundreds of thousands of tourists
from all over the world. There is a through express train from Kunming to Shilin, which offers a

quick and comfortable trip.
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A train passing through the Stone Forest.




EREKAR YA AN, BYGEMH R F
HHE, BRAFMAXLFHNEEGLIN, ENER—E
B, —RAKHHERTRIGER B Lk, RARRLER
LXF7 537, RETREFRBHBR, J6RMA&EK
EHRT, HEERES, XA R AR, XEFEF
RS AR B ARG b RIAR R K B E &R
A, XK @ARK T ARG BRELATHRBEAY, £
ﬁfﬁ*ﬁﬁ&?&ma&%mﬂﬁgiﬁiﬁz#*%o

A

) 5

e v
S ferd ik bk
ey

.(‘

ZE 2
ESgu

5%




EIS0FFAZHEHRRERYPERN, 2HFER, PERPAEE®R, ARCAR, L5
L, LR, WK R T — e AT L6 R B

B, FARRAFKY ., AHRFLS LRI

The Stone—Forest Scenic Region has an area of 350 km? and comprises the scenic
spots of the Big Stone Forest, the Small Stone Forest, the Naigu Stone Forest, the Flying—
Dragon Falls, the Zhiyun Cave, the Qifeng Cave, the Long Lake and the Moon Lake, all

helping create various unique landscapes.

.7 A “BHR —FRABHRGIRE

"The Stone Forest" in Chinese calligraphy by General Long Yun is the symbol of this scenic region.
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FApdoti6y ZHHE  The mirror-like Stone—Forest Lake.

Passing by the man—-made Stone—Forest Lake, you will enter the Stone Forest where peaks and flowers are vying with

each other for attraction. Numerous scenes are dotted along the winding paths. Passing by the Lion Pond, you can climb up and
reach the Lion Pavilion which overlooks the whole region of the Stone Forest. The Stone Forest will change with different
periods of time,

sons or weathers; sometimes, it looks grayish blue, like sharp swords touching the sky; sometimes it looks

black, like a splendid Chinese ink and wash painted with a huge brush. At dawn or at dusk, the stone peaks have their
wonderful silhouettes reflected in the drifting clouds. Passing by the Stone Screen and the Crocodile Head, you will suddenly
see an opening with two big characters of "Stone Forest" inscribed on one peak in a traditional Chinese style. Through the Best
Dwelling Place, you can climb up the Lotus Peak with deep gullies surrounding it. The bunches of sharp peaks give you an
impression of sitting on sharp swords. The Sword Pond is so mystic that it has produced various legends. Upon entering the
Small Stone Forest, you will see the famous "Sword Rock" and "Ashima" who carries a basket on the back and looks into the
distance, waiting for her sweetheart Ahei. Seventeen kilometers away stands the Naigu Stone Forest which has an impressive
magnitude. Some stone pillars are over forty meters; some look like two fighting armies in the battlefield; some are like castles

in mythology; some look like a town with many towers; others are like animals depending on one another for survival.



Note: The Stone Forest emerged from the carbonatite stratum
in the Permian Period about 250,000,000 years ago. At that
time this area was a sea. Owing to the endogenic process of
the earth, the limestone at the bottom rose to form the land
with fractures and cracks. Because water eroded away the
carbonic acid in the limestone plus the weathering of Nature,

the wonderful Stone Forest emerged.
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In March 2001, the Stone Forest received the designation of The National Geographical

Karst Park by the Ministry of Land Resources Administration of China and in 2004 ranked

among the first group of The World Geographical Parks.

19



B EETR, RS2 B AR ROMCR R

Standing on the top of a peak, you can have a bird's—eye view of the Stone Forest Region.
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"Ashima" is a typical scenic attraction in the Stone Forest, which looks like a girl waiting

eagerly for her sweetheart Ahei.
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"Mother With Her Son" is a well-known scenic spot in the Stone Forest.
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"Two Birds Feeding Each Other" seen from a cave in a distance.




