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With undulating mountains and complicated and variable climatic con-
ditions and vegetation patterns, Guizhou is rich in animal resources. There
exist 921 species of vertebrate animals in the province, which account for
18.3% of the country’s total, and 48 of them belong to the rare and precious
species, which are under the state legal protection, and occupy 21.9% of the
state key protected animals. And some animals have high value. For exam-
ple, in the world the Guizhou golden monkey is only found in Mt. Fanjing-
shan. The number of the cranes which winter in the Caohai Lake surpasses
more than 1/3 of the world’s total. Strengthening the protection of the rare
and precious animals of our province will undoubtedly exercise a great influ-
ence in China and the world as well. The List of the Key Protected Wildlife
of China, published by the Environmental Protection Commission of the
State Council in July 1987, provides a powerful basis for the protection of
the wildlife. Therefore, Guizhou Environmental Protection Bureau organized
some experts concerned to carry out an investigation of the wildlife in the
province and compiled this picture ablum-—-Rare and Precious Wildlife of
Guizhou.
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I feel very happy for the publication of Rare and Precious Wildlife of
Guizhou. This is a handsome book, superly illustrated with many exquisite
photographs in full colour, and compact descriptions. [t presents a vivid view
of the forms, habitats, distribution and protective value of the 68 species of
the rare and precious animals of our province. Both the pictures and cap-
tions are excellent. It is a picture album and reference book, having scien-
tific value and practical usage. It is also a popular science reading for the
propagation and implementation of the laws and regulations, principles and
policies as well as for strengthening the management of species. The publica-
tion of the book, Rare and Precious Wildlife of Guizhou, will surely have ac-
tive influence on wildlife protection and maintenance of ecological balance.

Liu Yulin

Vice Governor of Guizhou Province
May 6, 1988
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Guizhou Province lies in the north latitude 24°30°to 29°13’, east longitude 103°31'to
109°30". The province has a great variety of animal species. According to the records made be-
fore 1987, the province has 921 species of vertebrate animals, which account for 18.3% of the
country’s total (not including sea fish). In 1987 the Environmental Protection Commission of
the State Council published the List of the Key Protected Wildlife of China(LKPWC),on which
49 species are native to Guizhou. They account for 22.3% of the total number of the state pro-
tected animal species. As a matter of fact, there are still more species which are not included in
the above-mentioned list, but are on the other lists of the protected animals, and are to be
found only in Guizhou. According to the preliminary statistics, such species are 19 in number.
We can see from these figures that Guizhou is rich in wildlife resources, but is also confronted
with an arduous task of protecting them. Needless to say, to do a good job in protecting the

wildlife is of great significance to the whole country.
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There exist 132 species of mammals in Guizhou, which account
for 30.7% of the country’s total. 17 species of the 132 were put on
the List of the Key Protected Wildlife of China (LKPWC) in 1987,
which occupy 17.3% of the number of the state protected animal spe-
cies. Among them, 6 species belong to rank I protected animals, and
11 other species belong to rank T. Except for the large Indian civet,
they are all on appendix I or II of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). By
definition appendix I includes species threatened with extinction,
which are or may be affected by trade. Appendix II includes species,
which are not necessarily now threatened with extinction , may
become so unless trade is subject to strict regulation. The small civet
and the tufted deer are not listed as the protected animals. However,
they are rare, precious animals and are to be found only in Guizhou.
Therefore, they must be protected well. The rich resources of the pro-
tected mammals in Guizhou hold a special position and play an impor-
tant role in the ecological system.
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The Guizhou golden monkey lives in the evergreen, coniferous and broad-leaf mixed forest, at
about 1,400—1,900m above sea level, and always gathers in groups.It forages for leaves, sprouts, bark and
fruit of the evergreen or deciduous tree, mainly in the broad-leaf forest. This subspecies only exsits in Mt.
Fanjingshan of the province. Presently this animal is in the imminent danger of extinction. In the
LKPWOC it is listed as a rank I protected animal.
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