YSTERIOUS NORTHWEST YUNNAN
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Have you ever been to Yunnan? Have you ever been at-

tracted by colorful Yunnan? The majestic mountains and lofty

peaks, the mystical and beautiful highlands of northwest Yun-

nan, the unique and distinctive customs and cultures dotted

by 26 nationalities, result in a rare mosaic that brings you in-
to an elusive state of mind.
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Three Pagodas of Congsheng Temple in Dali
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INTOXICATED WITH NATURAL BEAUTY

When you open this pictorial album, what will you find? What
will you see? Through the words and the pictures taken by many
artists with through years of work, can you follow me into my mind?
Northwest Yunnan opens a door for you to enter into a living mosaic,
picturing for you a world of nature, a world free from industrial pollu-
tion.

Northwest Yunnan, where | find my daydreams expanded!

Northwest Yunnan, where | find my deep love for nature!

Do you call it a mysterious state? Absolutely yes! Words fail in
their power to express its natural beauties in this far advanced mod-
ern world. It has been pushed into the world because of its many
merits added to the charming and attractive waters and mountains.
Believe me, you will find more secrets yourself when you are there.

In Chinese thought, a mysterious state is sure to be an ancient
state. The antique sceneries interconnect with each other, leading
you far into the past and the future.

For millions of years, a huge belt has held up the Cangshan
Mountain, Jade — Dragon Snow Mountain, Prince Snow Mountain,
forming up an excellent landscape of three giants.

A long — drawn — out “Tea and Horse Road” joints Dali, Lijiang
and Diging, three pearls shining for thousands of years.

An ancient Naxi Genesis has threaded the three brothers, Ti-
betan, Bai and Lijiang into a chain of fairy tales, displaying an indi-
visible culture.

A golden passage stores the treasures of Dali cultures, Dongba
culture and Tibetan culture, illuminating one another.

Do you also believe a mysterious state is a state to give people
dreams? The high and blue sky, the white and clean clouds, the glit-
tering snow and the charming flowers would intoxicate anyone!

The ancient mountains, the ancient lakes, the ancient temples,
the ancient caves, the ancient tripitaka, the antique paintings, the
ancient music - so many rare cultures intelligences that you can
find in this one place, very rare! Who will not be intoxicated! How
about touring on the Erhai Lake, enjoying the Three Tea Ceremony
Service, listening to a Mosuo love song while experiencing your Lugu
Lake visit in a dugout canoe, appreciating cuckoo flowers in Bita Sea
and drinking a few bowls of Tibetan milk tea? Your feelings are intox-
icated.

The deeper the mysterious state is, the more intoxicated you
will become. There is an old saying: It is foolish if you do not go to
Dali when you visit Kunming, it is a pity of life if you do not make a
tour to Lijiang while you are in Dali, and it is a big mistake if you do
not go to Diging when you are in Lijiang.

Dali, a famous cultural kingdom, is the former capital of
Nanzhao Dali Kingdom. It is dotted with countless scenic spots and
sites of secret historical interest. Weibao Mountain is a holy moun-
tain of Taoism. Jizu Hills is a well — known hill of Buddhism. The
Stone Treasure Hill of the Stone Cave is an unforgettable artistic
mountain in my mind. Star Building, Butterfly Spring, Snake Bone
Tower, Avalokitesvara pond, Dehua Stele, Duangong Stele, Gener-
al Cave, Three Pagodas in Chongsheng Temple, Waiting for Hus-
band Cloud in Cangshan Mountain, as well as Touch festival,

Yang Shiguang

Raosanling--- -+ | do not think | can name them all in one page. Do all
these tell you a historical legend? Again, if it were not for the fresh
wind in Lijiang that woke me up, the crowd of people that pushed me
forward in the March Fair market in Dali, the superb collection of
Dali marble handicrafts and the wax dyed cloth along the street, who
knows when | would have been able to come back from my deep
dreams!

Lijiang, around the world as a place endowed with the fine spir-
its of the universe, has become known an attractive pearl for its ruins
of an ancient city, especially the Dayan Town, the row upon row of
traditional houses with protected courtyards, willow trees and
bridges under green trees, pure water running past each family
house, fragrance spreading throughout the whole area. Don’t you
think it is a place to keep everybody staying! When you are walking
through the lanes in Lijiang accompanied with Naxi ancient music,
where do you think you are? Lijiang!

Do not forget the holy Jade — dragon Snow Mountain towering
like a jade bamboo shoot standing on an island, the first bend of the
Yangtze River like a gift from the heaven, the Black Dragon Pool
with its thermal spring in Xiangshan (Elephant Hill), the Thousands
Camellia Flowers with a sunset background, the Drago Spruce
Basin, the Wenbi Peak of Buddhist Hill, the Ancient Wall Picture of
Baisha, the peerless Dongba texts in abstruse writing, Dongba
paintings and Dongba dances, the Ahzhu marriage, a custom left by
preceding generations of the matriarchal society by the Lugu Lake in
Ninglang:-- - all these once again interconnect with one another to
spread before your eyes a picture of a mysterious world.

Diqing, a place with decoration of gold and jade is surrounded
by high mountains. The boundless grassland makes you want to roll
about on it. The Baishui Terrace formed by hundreds of high plat-
foms, the Tiger Leaping Gorge lying before your eyes, the giant
green forests, the sea — like cuckoo flowers, the lakes opening their
round eyes, horse racing court filled up with people during the drag-
on Boat Festival «----- another mysterious state! When a Tibetan
household is ready to dedicate their pure white Hada to their honor-
able guest after their harvest, the “dingle — dingle” of a yak’s bell,
the Burley flour wine with Chinese caterpillar fungus are all coming to
your eyes, your ears, will you be intoxicated?

| am intoxicated with the mysterious state, the ancient state and
the hospitable service.

The contemporary graceful bearing of Northwest Yunnan is
changing day by day, it will make more people intoxicated like me.

Close this pictorial album, go into the reality to search my po-
ems and my paintings for my feelings, for my dreams, for the past
and for the present, also for spiritual satisfaction and for joyful “in-
toxication” .

There is a poems that goes like this:

In touring through the colorful clouds of Northwest Yunnan;

Appreciating only the graceful mountains and hills;

The rare and endless sceneries like fragrant wine for you to
soak in;

Even the spring wind get drunk by this far spreading fragrance.
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An Inverted Image of Jade — Dragon Snow Mountain
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As a historical relic and a world — wide famous place of interest, Dali has attracted vis-

itors and tourists from every corner of the globe. The picturesque Cangshan Mountain, the

mirror — plain Erhai Lake, the colorful Bai nationality culture and customs have become fa-
mous all over the world.
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Fishing in Erhai Lake
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Rhyme of Autumn
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Small Putuo Temple of Erhai Lake
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