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Anne of Green Gables

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Lucy Maud Montgomery was born on Prince Edward
Island, Canada, in 1874. She grew up as an only child,
and spent much of her time writing and reading books. A
prolific writer, Montgomery published close to five hundred
short stories and poems, and twenty-four novels.

Anne of Green Gables, Montgomery’s first novel, was
originally published in 1908. The book was an instant
bestseller and spawned seven more Anne books, collectively
entitled “The Avonlea Stories.” Other works by Montgom-
ery include The Golden Road, Magic for Marigold, and The
Story Girl. Montgomery died in 1942.
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Anne of Green Gables

1

MRS. RACHEL LYNDE IS
SURPRISED

Mrs. Rachel Lynde liked to sit in her kitchen' window,
look out over her little road, and keep an eye on every-
body that passed. If she saw anything that seemed odd or out of
place, she would not rest until she found out what was going on.

One afternoon in June, Mrs. Lynde was greeted with an
unexpected sight.

“Isn’t that Matthew Cuthbert going down the road?” she
asked herself.

Sure enough, there was her closest neighbor, driving his
horse and buggy — and in his best suit! Where would that
shy farmer be going, all dressed up, on a Tuesday? Mrs. Lynde
decided to pay a visit to the Cuthberts’ and ask Matthew’s
sister, Marilla, where he was going.
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Anne of Green Gables

Matthew and Marilla lived far off the road, behind an
orchard, in a house called Green Gables. Mrs. Lynde wasted
no time walking over there.

“Good evening, Rachel,” said Marilla, “How is everyone

at your house?”

Marilla was a tall, thin woman built with all angles and no
curves. She was stern and practical. But those who knew her
well said that deep down inside, she almost had a sense of humor.

“We’re all fine, Marilla,” said Mrs. Lynde, “I was afraid
that you weren’t, though, when I saw Matthew’ riding by. |
was afraid he was going for the doctor.”

“Oh, I’m quite well,” said Marilla, “Matthew’s just gone
to the train station at Bright River. We’re adopting a little
boy from the orphanage in Nova Scotia. He’s coming on the
train tonight.”

If Marilla had said that Matthew had gone to the station to
meet a kangaroo from Australia, Mrs. Lynde could not have
been more surprised. “A — are you serious, Marilla?”

“Of course,” said Marilla, as if adopting orphan boys was
something she did every Tuesday afternoon, “Last Christmas,
Mrs. Spencer told us that she was going to the orphanage to
get herself a little girl this spring. Matthew and I decided to
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Anne of Green Gables

have her pick up a little boy for us. Matthew is almost sixty
years old now, and we could use some help around the farm.”

“Well,” Mrs. Lynde told the rosebushes as she walked
home, “I feel sorry for that orphan. Marilla and Matthew
Cuthbert don’t know the first thing about raising a child. My,
but I pity that little boy indeed.”

If, at that very moment, she had seen the orphan waiting
at the station, her pity would have been much deeper.
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2
MATTHEW IS SURPRISED

When Matthew Cuthbert pulled into the train station,
there was no sign of a train — or any orphan boy, for
that matter. As Matthew tried to figure his next move, the
station master walked by.

“Any sign of the five-thirty train?” Matthew asked
hopefully.

“The five-thirty has been here and gone.” said the station
master, “But the little girl who was dropped off for you is
sitting on a bench over there, waiting for you.”

“I’m not expecting a girl,” said Matthew, “I’ve come for a
boy. Mrs. Spencer picked him up for me when she went to
get her own. I was to meet him here.”

The station master whistled: “Guess there’s been some
mistake. Mrs. Spencer came off the train and gave the girl to
me, saying that you’d be along to pick her up. That’s all I
know about it. Why don’t you ask the girl yourself ? She
sure knows how to talk, I’ll tell you that.”
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