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Summary

This book sets out to provide the necessity to build the discipline of plant lit-
ter ecology and the basic framework of plant litter ecology. Plant Litter Ecology
is defined as the study of the processes and mechanisms of the production, reten-
tion and decomposition of plant litter in terrestrial ecosystems and the relation-
ship between them and their environment. It is a branch of ecosystem ecology.
The study is important both in research of the functions and dynamics of vegeta-
tion ecosystem and in research of the impacts of global change on terrestrial eco-
system.

This book consists of nine parts, comprehensively introducing the following
aspects; the definition, contents and methods of plant litter ecology, studies on
plant litter biomass, studies on plant litter decomposition, physicochemical
properties of plant litter and plant litter decomposition, climatic factors and plant
litter decomposition, decomposers and plant litter decomposition, synthesis of
factors impacting on plant litter decomposition, global change and plant litter de-
composition, and plant litter and dynamics of plant community.

This book will become a reference book for researchers, teachers, post graduate
students and advanced undergraduates who study and work in the fields of ecology, en-

vironment science, forestry and agriculture,
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