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Abstract

The year 2009 was the sixtieth anniversary of the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China and an important year in the construction of socialism with Chinese
characteristics. Annual report on China’s rule of law No. 8 (2010) is a summarization
and analysis of the development of the rule of law in China in 2009 in the fields of
legislation, judicial reform, human rights, military legal system, international economic
legal practice, administrative law, criminal law, civil law, intellectual property rights
law, labour law and social law. The annual report pays special attention to a series hot
issues in 2009, including the development of the rule of law in Macao in the decade
since its return to China, international law issues relating to the retrieval of Chinese
royal cultural relics lost overseas, food safety supervision, crime situation and criminal
policies in China, legislation on tort liability, and the current situation and existing
problems in the system of legal settlement of colony incidents.

The annual report features a series of exclusive field studies on the situation of rule
of law in China, including an evaluation and analysis of the situation of disclosure of
government information at the local level, a discussion on the legal issues relating to the
circulation of land in rural areas, an investigation on the public awareness of and
institutional building relating to corporate social responsibility, and an examination of the
current situation and future trend of development of “new rural cooperative medical care
system” that has draw widespread public attention.

In the part on local practice of rule of law, the annual report introduces the creative
practice, developed by Sichuan Provincial Government in the aftermath of a major
earthquake, of developing grassroots-level democracy and encouraging public participation
in post-disaster reconstruction and in the reform of governance mode, examines crimes
committed by Mafia-like gangs in Chongqing Municipality and special actions taken by
Chongqing Municipal Government in response to such crimes, summarizes the
achievement made by Beijing Municipal Government in establishing the Labour Disputes
Medication Centre and in resolving labour disputes, and analyzes the self-regulatory
mechanism invented by the software industry in Dalian City and the implementation in

the city of the first personal information protection system in China.
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