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Unit One Housing Problem

Pre-reading Activity

blems in Urban Areas

® Have you heard of organizations that aim to help people =

with housing problems before? If yes, what are they?

® What mainly causes people’s housing problems in your
mind?

® What do you think of the expanding of cities? Is it good or
bad?

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000R0EN0N00000ENNssNsNNRANIilesecssvEnrsssoosROsEORIOIOIOROEES

Housing Problems in Urban Areas

Reading Questions
® Do hou: ems ex

It doesn’t matter if you live in Bangkok, Hongkong, or
Mexico City, housing problems exist and can be seen in everyday
life. These housing problems will be apparently diverse although
every different city has similar population densities.

Some big cities with large populations suffer from @ Which city is one of the most.
well-established mega- !

low-income poverty housing, while other big cities have
P y g & regions in the world? =

problems with what some have termed mega-urban regions.
Mega-urban regions are more common in Asian countries as
cities grow and expand at alarming rates. Tokyo is one of the
world’s largest and most well-established mega-urban regions.
The city itself has expanded and has almost joined itself with

four other surrounding cities.

Shenzhen is one of the e ‘What problems will be
largest mega-urban areas in China. created when cities grow?
In a little over two decades, this '
small village grew from nearly _ .
nothing to home for about : L i

twelve million people. When



cities like this blossoming and growing, they create unique

problems. Public transportation becomes more crowded, and the
water and sanitation conditions are sometimes substandard.

How to solve housing problems in big cities? Firstly, the
government should encourage people to live in the suburban
areas. This can be achieved by moving big factories and companies
to the suburbs. The second answer lies in the development of areas
around big cities. This may attract part of population in big cities
to the surrounding areas and decentralize city population.

Last but not the least, improvement of traffic situation may
help relieve the housing pressure of big cities, due to the possibility
of living far from working sites.

All in all, one of the prices of development is change.
Governments must carefully regulate this change for the good

® How many solutions does
this text mention?

® Who should regulate the
changes for the good of

of their people, and for the future of their nations. i

Words & Phrases
housing [hausin] - n.  fE, EEHtS

D . [OTDON] adji. YRWH), #WHH
mega-urban adj. KEWH, KL

e apperenNy " " 7 T [o'pestondlil T ONTREY BIR et
diverse [dai've:s] adj. ANEK, ZHMEBHER :
density ~ ['densiti] Cn o EBR, AT BE, ORKE
alarming [&'la:min] adj. TENREH

 well-established ~ [weli'steeblift]  adj. WEEEKN, BIFING
blossom ['blosem)] v. MHE, BHREEFR

~ sanitation | [seniteifn] a0 DAERS, DEREHEER
substandard [.sAb'steendad] adj. NBIRHER, RNAEKE
Tegulate | ([regjuleity ¢ o0l g YD R e

Language Points

@ 1t doesn’t matter if you live in Bangkok, Hongkong, or Mexico City, housing problems

exist and can be seen in everyday life.

TRAREFERS, FHIERBIAN, EEHRFGREFPA T B — 1 HE.

It doesn’t matter if: JGit

€.g. It doesn’t matter if you are a freshman or a senior student, you should take part in the activity. |

It doesn’t matter if you are an adult or a child, you should make responsible decisions.



@ These housing problems will be apparently diverse although every different city has
similar population densities.
R — BT A B AR O 533 1) Lm%ﬁ—lﬂ&“ﬁETﬂﬂﬂiﬁiﬁiEﬁ%Tﬂ
MR .

apparently: adv. TA

€.g. Heapparently escaped by bribing an official.
Apparently she was fed up with the tedious job, and couldn’t help shrieking when knowing that she
would have to bear it for another two weeks.

diverse: adj. RERY, ZFZ IR

€.g. Her diverse interests enable her to know a lot; meanwhile she cannot concentrate as a result of her
character. .

There are diverse ways of approaching the problem.

© Some big cities with large populations suffer from low-income poverty housing.
— 8 N AR S R K30 T A AR S N AR ) A 15 1) BT PR3

suffer from: &5
€.g. Hesuffers from headache.
She’s suffering from loss of memory.

® Mega-urban regions are more common in Asian countries as cities grow and expand at
alarming rates.

KERTHAE LN B KR H W, B4 24 X A0 388 77 78 LU B A I 3 B R R AN 5K .
at alarming rates: LAIR A RRE

e.g. Children can learn at alarming rates. %
As the world’s population is increasing at alarming rates, the problem of food shormge is Moming
more and more serious. ' b

© One of the prices of development is change.

KRR 2 —R2ZA .

price: n. 4%, ik, K ;
g. Loss of freedom was a high price to pay for affluence. Losiliin
Being recognized wherever you go is the price of rising to fame.

® Governments must carefully regulate this change for the good of their people, and for the
future of their nations.

BUN B AURE S ?fnzﬁ‘ilrh ﬁA%BﬂﬂJﬁ‘iﬂl%B‘J*ﬂéﬂﬁ%

'gulate' v. BT, =,
g. There should be laws to regulate the activities of credit banks.
. There are strict rules regulating the use of chemicals in food.




Pre-Reading Activity

® What do you think of the exceptionally high house
prices at present?

® In what way do you think the house prices can be
reduced?

® What’s your ideal house like? What’s your future plan

to purchase a house?

PP P00 00000000000N0000000000000000000000000000000SGS secesscessccscsnvene $00000000000000000000000000000000

Housing Price

The price of housing is skyrocketing in recent years for
several reasons as follows.

The first is the less housing supply. Residential housing
shortage is the main reason why housinig price is soaring. The
final report on the first half of the year about the Guangzhou
real estate market issued by a Guangzhou real estate market
says that the residential housing supply level has been low. At
the same time, people no longer take a wait-and-seegattitude
toward the market, which has increased demand and pulled up
the prices while the supply is insufficient.

The second is the imbalance in the supply structure. Since
the last year, the supply structure of the Guangzhou property
market has been in a state of imbalance. The market is full of
big expensive apartments, while the low-cost flats are almost
out of supply. The high-priced buildings further raised prices.

The third is inadequate supply of land. Tao Huang, the
general manager of Zhongyuan Real Estate Property Project,
said that even though the Guangzhou Government pledged to
increase the supply of operating
residential land, the first half of
this year only sells about 419,000
square meters of land which is
8.4 percent of the year’s plan.

The fourth has to do with

Reading Questions

® What is the main reason of
soaring housing price?

® What is the second reason?




the unavailability of new regulatory policies on housing. ©® What attitude do the deve-
Insiders said that in May of this year, the market was widely lopers and buyers hold?
rumored that the government would issue new regulatory '

policies. At that time, developers worried and buyers took a
wait-and-see attitude. However, the government did not declare
any severe controlling policies.Therefore, developers began to
drastically lift sale prices, hoping maximizing profits.

All above are the reasons why the price of housing is
increasing rapidly.

Words & Phrasés

skyrocket ['skairakit]

(I ie5E) ik, K

soar [so:r]

ST, LEWH R

residential ['reziden(l] adj. % 53]

rumor . ['ruima] *

n R, WE
e, e

rumored

drastically ' ['dreestikli] ady. ﬂﬂﬂ, ﬁﬁﬂ,

Language Points

@ At the same time, people no longer take a wait-and-see attitude toward the market.

I, A FETABREUEARE.
- wait-and-see: FEF, it L FH il pci AN g %—‘r%

€.g. We shall just have to wait-and-see, there is nothing we can do at the moment.
Don’t take a wait-and-see attitude towards this situation.

@ The market is full of big expensive apartments, while the low-cost flats are almost out of

supply.
M3 bR m AL S ﬂﬁﬁﬁf)%ﬁin“jE

while.’ 3'5#5‘]’5]

By mce black while bie: prefers white.



© The high-priced buildings further raised prices.
mEBK T BRI KT

price: v. EEMN
e.g. Even the cheapest cup was priced at 5 dollars.
The agent priced the car at the average level of the market.

@ The fourth has to do with the unavailability of new regulatory policies on housing.

50U AR R DB B R RS BORF R B BIN A 1EH .

unavailability: n. (un-ZERSR) KA availability, AIHTE
€.g. You will be informed when the book becomes available.
This was the only available room.

[23XOH Housing Security System

Pre-Reading Activity

® What will happen if the government fails to solve the housing

problem for low-income familjes?
® In what way do you think the housing problem can
banlanced between the rich and the poor?

be

®esccceccssccscscencs 0000000600000 00000000000000000000000000000000CCIGH ®essscceccccescvscce e0ecsessseccscene

Housing Security System

China plans to have solved the housing problem of some
10 million low-income families by 2010. This is the first time
for China to include the housing problem of low-income
families into the government’s public service system.

The statement was made by Qi Ji, Vice Minister of
Construction, on Thursday.

“China is at a transitional period when many conflicts
emerge in society. If the government can’t
solve the housing problem for low-income
families, this may lead to some new social
conflicts and may affect social stability.
Solving the housing problem for low-income

families should be regarded as an important

Reading Questions

® What is government’s public
service system included?

® What does China meet at a
transitional period?

® Where is the government’s
housing reform going?



part of the government’s housing reform and a good way to
protect the interests for the masses”, he said.

Based on the current situation, China has 10 million ® By the Year 2006, how many
cities will set up the low-rent

low-income families. The er capita living space for le i
ow-income p pit g space for people in it

these families is less than 10 Square meters and these people
should be included into the housing security system. By the
end of 2006, there were 512 cities in China that had set up the
low-rent system. However, only 268,000 people across China
‘had actually benefited from the low-rent housing system,
accounting for 6.7% of the people that were covered by the
minimum living allowance scheme, accounting for 2.7% of the
total number of families with housing problems, and only
0.15% of the total families in cities across China.

Words & Phrases

transitional [ tfeen'zi[ anl]

onstruction [kan'strakfan]
et T R
emerge [i'ma:d3]
R T - [sta'bilati]
interests for the masses
ousing security system
low-rent system n. BRAE 55 4 P
ol R oo R AN

Language Points

© This is the first time for China to include the housing problem of low-income families into
the government’s public service system.

iXEEF'@%—&’@{&L&A%E%ﬁﬁIﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁlﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%flkﬁo
include: v. AN, H4F, G4

©.9. All prices are included in the latest price list.
The housing agent includes low-income families into its housing rent system.

@ This may lead to some new social conflicts and may affect social stability.

R FHRLHF MM LRI, B ot




lead to: S \
€.g. This misprint led to great confusxon
Your carelessness may lead to the failure in the exam.

© Based on the current situation, China has 10 million low-income families.

WAL RTES, +HEA 1000 75"1&&)\%%

low: {Ef0, EFEEKFREELH
LA A Tow-bon 5 ,.\«B‘J "
low-paid Iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ] ‘

low-brow %ifhﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬁ

@ ...accounting for 2.7% of the total number of families with housing problems...

------ 5%@&ﬁm@a&mzmn

eg  His incsme acount for 70% of the total number of the family.
Chinese firms account for 14% of firms listed in Singapore.

Part D Practlce
I Reading Comprehension Test

Task One
Directions:  After reading Part A again, you will find FIVE questions or unfinished

statements, numbered 1 to 5. For each question or statement there are FOUR

choices marked A, B, C, and D. Please make the correct choice.

1. Where do housing problems exist?
A. Housing problems almost exist everywhere in the world and can be seen in everyday
life.
B. Housing problems exist in developing countries.
C. Housing problems almost exist in everyday life.
D. Housing problems exist everywhere in the developed nations.

2. Do different cities with similar population densities have the same housing probléms?
A. Not really, housing problems are common. ’
B. No, housing problems are diverse.
C. Yes, housing problems are everywhere.
D. Yes, housing problems are different.



3. What are the diverse housing problems in general?

A. Low-income problems with mega-urban regions.

B. Low-income poverty housing with mega-urban regions.

C. Low-income poverty housing and problems with mega-urban regions.
D. Mega-urban regions more common in Asian countries.

4. What problems are created as cities expand?

A. Public transportation, water and sanitation conditions are sometimes substandard.

B. Public transportation becomes more crowded, and water and sanitation conditions are
essential. :

C. Public transportation becomes important, and water and sanitation conditions are
sometimes substandard.

D. Public transportation becomes more crowded, and water and sanitation conditions are
sometimes substandard.

5. What is the responsibility of governments?
A. Governments must regulate this change for the good of their people, and for the future
of their nations.
B. Govenrments must reduce the side effects of development.
C. Governments must ensure the tendancy of the future of their nations.
D. Governments must regulate this change of the future of their nations.

Directions:  After reading Part B again, you should complete the information by filling in the
blanks marked 6 to 10 in not more than 3 words in the table below.

Reasons for High Housing Price

The first reason:
the firstisthe 6 |
The second reason:
the imbalance 7 .
The third reason:
inadequate supplyof 8 .
* The fourth reason:

E the 9  of new regulatory 10, ” ;

| Task Three

== Directions:  After reading Part C again, you are required to find the items equivalent to those
given in Chinese in the table below.Then you should put the corresponding

letters in the brackets, numbered 11 to 15.




A employment agency K real estate
B mortgage L trivialities
C credit notes M * boardroom
D bank loan N  low-income families
E communication facilities O  vice Minister of Construction
F  office building P social stability
G property consultancy Q  interests for the masses
H retain clients R housing security system
I memorable slogan S low-rent system
J  reception area T living allowance scheme
Example
(R) {EFRBERS (D) HRATHEK
1. ¢ ) RBRAKE C D ALK
12. ¢ ) EmiteiasE C ) ANRBEARKIA 2
13. C ) BeAH 5 il L C ) BARAEVEREE
14. C ) HHHERK (. dupadr= -
15. ¢ ) BF§ C O Bk 4pr

II Translation Test

Directions: This part numbered 16 through 20 is to test your ability to translate English into
Chinese. After each sentence of number 16 to 20, you will read four choices of
suggested translations. You should choose the best translation and mark the
corresponding letter.

16. Some large cities that have large populations suffer from low-income poverty housing,

while other big cities have problems with what some have termed mega-urban regions.

A, —E AN ORI T BRSO B0 15 ) BT PR, T 573 — S DK 3 i U4 P
R AT B R A .

B. —28 N AR IR T B AR A RE RO A 55 Il RE BT IR HE, 1T 53— 28 K9k v J0 7 ok
EHPTER CHTAL” B .

C. —EXHMARAKS, KA NBEIIE S R BRH, 1 55 — Lok iy U T e 5 i
THE “RHRT B A e L ‘

D. —2£8 N\ CIARZE I RS T AR AR B £ 55 1 R PR, 110 73— 2 D3 i ) v o
AT IEK “RERT X K18

17. The city itself has expanded and has almost joined itself with four other surrounding cities.

A, XEHTTREY KERME, URTE/LFELENANRUMTEET .



