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Unit One

I'm Typing a Report

Dialogue :

Text ; Our People Get it Done
Grammar 7 58 FO{H %

Reading Skills ; VEH A BB B (—)
Writing Skills Topic Sentence( 1)

Dialogue

I’'m Typing a Report

A:It’s 10 o’clock. Are you going down for coffee?

B:I’m sorry,I don’t have time now.

A ;What are you doing?

B:I'm typing a report for Mr. Hampton.

A:You don’t have to finish it right away,do you?
B:Yes,I do. It’s very urgent.

A :But it takes only fifteen minutes for a cup of coffee.
B:I’'m afraid the boss won’t allow me to leave the office.
. A:But he isn’t here now.

B:Well,I have to stay and answer the phone.

A :Where’s Tom?

B:He’s in the manager’s office.

A :When is he going to get back?

B:I don’t know. Maybe fifteen minutes ,maybe half an hour.
A :OK,I’m going to the coffee shop.I don’t want to wait.
B:Please bring me back a cup of coffee.

A :No problem. ‘

B:Thanks.

Notes GERE)

1. Are you going down for coffee? #RT AW MNAEFG ?



2. You don’t have to finish it right away: {R I RESLEPFT5E . right away ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁ,ﬁj‘a“gi‘ﬁﬂﬂ 7,

3. urgent:%%,%ﬁ
4. No problem_:&l‘ﬁlﬁ

Text

Our People Get it Done

The great treasure of America is not the land, as beautiful as it is. Nor is it the gold and
paper currency in bank vaults.

America’s greatest treasure can be found in any telephone directory that lists a
representative sample of the millions of skilled working men and women who make this
country go.

As with most blessings, we take these people for granted. Were it not for this great
army of people who know how to do things and how to do them right, America would
collapse overnight. But they are mostly absent from television, movies and newspapers.
When a new high—rise office complex is announced, the emphasis is on who will occupy it
and who is financing it. Virtually nothing is said about the team of workers who, from bare
ground and blueprints, will build it.

Those in the building trades are only part of the treasure. The millions of men and
women who make our industries, businesses and service organizations work are also part of

“this largely untold story. ,

It’s fashionable these days to talk about America’s decline. It’s also fashionable to talk
about the loss of the work ethic. Fashionable bunk. '

America is not in decline. Since 1982 the economy has grown at an impressive average
annual rate of four percent; and the productivity of workers in our manufacturing fndustries
has risen at the fastest rate since World War II—averaging an unheard —of five percent a
year.

Nor has our work ethic dropped off. More Americans are working now than ever, and
the unemployment rate is the lowest it has been in over 15 years. Look away from the TV
screen at the real world. What do you see? Men and women working day and night, seven
days a week. They are the hearts that pump life into the American economy.

I stopped taking our people for granted during a visit to Egypt. It was my first face—to
—face look at Third World poverty. The longer I stayed, the clearer it became that one
missing element of prosperity was a skilled work force.

Most Third World countries aren’t short of university graduates, intellectuals, writers,
artists and soldiers. They lack carpenters, mechanics, sheet—metal workers, ironworkers,
cement finishers, painters, nurses, secretaries, medical technicians, bookkeepers,

electricians, pipefitters, machinists and all the other skilled people who are so abundant
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here.

Contrary to what many politicians and academics say, Americans are still admired

abroad as people who know how to make a country work. This is still a place where you can

build a rocket, produce a million widgets, erect a grand hotel or staff an enormous medical

complex. No problem: the American worker can do it.

Most Americans are like my father. He worked hard all his life; he took enormous pride

in knowing how to do his job right. When he died on his front porch one summer evening, he

was still wearing his work clothes. He would have wanted it that way.

Because of my father and the millions of working people like him, we can have firm faith

in the country’s future. Whatever tomorrow brings, there won’t be any job that America’s

working men and women can’t handle.

* vault [vo:lt] .
representative [repri'zentstiv ] q.
blessing [ 'blesig] =.
collapse [ka'laps] vi.
overnight ['suvonait] adwv.
complex ['kampleks] .
a.
office complex
finance [fai'nens] ve.

n.

virtually ['va:tjusli] adv.
bare [bea]a.

blueprint ['bluiprint] n.
fashionable [Yae[nabl] a.
_ % ethic ['efik] ».

* bunk [bank] ~.
annual ['enjusl] a.
pump [pamp ] vz.

n.
prosperity [ pros'periti Jn.

intellectual [,inti'lektjuslJn.

a.
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carpenter ['ka:pinta] .

AKRE

sheet—metal worker n. HmELA
ironworker n. &KEw LA
% cement [si'ment ] 7. KIE
cement finisher n. KIBEEL
pipefitter n. BHEEZETA
machinist [ma'fi:nist] =. © HLERIRAE T A LI
abundant [e'bAhdent] a. FEH, THBH
contrary ['kontrari] a. FH R B, AT HY
n. S XL

rocket ['rokit] . KEF
* widget ['widzit] =. INEILAR,
erect [i'rekt] vz, B ar, 8L

a. HiLH, BEH
academic [ ,zeke'demik] n. g

a. LRI TR, F 28
staff [sta:if] ve. Kpreeees Bl& TEARBLARA
n. (R TEARRA

porch [po:tf] n. [T JBE ; 7 JBR
to drop off 2
to take a pride in something PAreeess B Xf e BREIE

Notes to the Text

. ...as beautiful as it is. “ACFHBERH L H”.

W] AH X4 T JEFR #1448 2 18 )\ F] Which is as beautiful as it is LB ATE A7 land —iA].

. Nor is it the gold and paper currency in bank vaults. “WARBRBITEEENEESFHKTR”
A I3 4, Nor 3%, RAR AR, BN EN — N EEM. BERETHEN, XA
B FIEEEAR, A is BF &M EE it 5THE .

%) .1t is not his fault. Nor is it mine.
Never have I heard such nonsense.
T A T UL X AR R BT
BXHELBRE—AESHAER.
[EFERA, ESMAKEECEARIFREA R ER"NET.]

. As with most blessing “BURMAZETHE—#”
as HAF, B HWMRE”, AR B ERE , BR—FHE. ‘

. Were it not for this great army of people ... America would collapse overnight. “#Zn#&
HXEE—KHN EERSE R EHE.”
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WA A BRELESAF. BIA &4, & if it were not for. .. fE B E 56 H EiEE

BRI, BN MR 887, “BRERE - HIE.
But they are mostly absent from television, movies and newspapers. “{H &M I KL R
FERM. MK LR .

BEA]H absent from BRAREEME B . ZEIFEHERT no,not YISN AREHEMHNETEEE N
B 18], 4 : 3117 fail, lack , miss 45, 4% 7] absence, failure, reluctance 4§, & 2817 absent, free,
little %, DI R & FH & € R R AR R ALEE . XEIF BRI ZaENR Y S,

% :He failed to come to the party yesterday. :
RIERBEESNES.

[(AR“BEER", H2AKEE(EAREEE T XEY,]

Virtually nothing is said about the team of workers who, from bare ground and
blueprints, will build it. “SZFR b, X FEXTRHHE LB EERT YK EHBEATALN],
REEMAE.”

. An unheard—of five percent a year. “—A> \ARIFJHT By E4E 5% (KR,

Look away from the TV screen at the real world . “it (1B FEMRE, B E Attt
ﬁ ” .
{4 . BP:Look away from the TV screen and look at the real world,

The longer I stayed, the clearer it became that one missing element of prosperity was a

skilled work force. “&E%ﬁ%%@r@k HRARTEERERE . EHERTRS—IEE

BEARIA.”
474 the more. . . the more. . . A FEH, “@e-- SR e »

10. This is still a place where you can build a rocket, produce a million widgets, erect a

grand hotel or staff an enormous medical complex. “XIKRBE—NEEBE XS, £ —TF
TP, RE—MFRHUBREREN—IERNESETFARREARY Y .”
“complex” BA“GFEERE” -

11. There won’t be any job that... handle. “KAREHEMEFDEL AN NAARTH I

{/E‘ »

WA ANESER, THREX LBEEH.

Word Study
decline
vi. 1. il
His strength slowly declined. i@k H18IEZE T,
2. TH

The birth—rate in France has been declining for several years.

JLFEREE R AR —HETH.



vt. 3. B4
Brown declined the offer with thanks. AEBHE T RATAS 5B,

n. 4. TP&;FER
There is a sharp decline in interests in sports in our town.
RATEHMET MBI B TR,
to fall into a decline 5§
to be on the decline TEEE P

drop

vt. 1LEET, /T, RT
She dropped the book on the floor. MiEEE7EH T .
vi. 2. BTLET; (&, BESTH
The temperature has dropped. /—:LYE—F%T o
n. 3. JKig
to drop off ZE#f />
admire

v, 1. BRI 3R, RE

_ Visitors to Britain usually admire our policemen.
AR SUE BT RERITHEE.

2. (OB IEE,ER
to admire to do something R B F =

grant

vt. 1. B, BF

The firm granted him a pension.
AEIRER—EEK.
The government will grant land to anyone willing to farm it. .

BURPKE L 3055 FAE T BB R A .
2. B’E, &

I grant that what you say is correct.

AR BT A R X Y

He would not grant that he was wrong.

R AMEET . ‘
to take sth. for granted A W FEERE LR
granted that fR@ - ; L& -

pride

vt. 1. BF

She prides herself on her knowledge of home decorating.

Sk T A P AR R B TR L

The man prided himself on his financial success.

AN th B 22 5F L i B Th TR B B4



n. 2. B, B
Pride comes before a fall.
Wil R .
He has far too much pride.
R R E T .

n. 3. EE'L‘
His pride was wounded to the quick.
fbdy 5 B OBRZE GE,
Her pride, however, would not let her do this.
SR MR B B0 AP S,
to take pride in sth. e +.- BB I

Exercises

I.. Answer the following questions according to the text.
1. What is the great treasure of America according to the author?
2. Why are American working men and women absent from television, movies and
newspapers?
Who will be emphasized when a new office complex is going to be built?
What does “Fashionable bunk” mean?
What is the average annual rate of economic increase in America since 19827
What does Egypt lack in its prosperity ?
Why are Americans still admired abroad?
What does the author think of America’s future?

® N> oo oaow

9. What is the author’s attitude toward American workers?
10. What can you know from the text about American workers?
I. Choose one from the four choices given below to complete the sentences"’

1. American treasure lies in

a. its banks : b. its beautiful land

¢. working people d. ordinary people
2. American working people are neglected because

a. they are not important b. there are too many of them

c. people don’t know them d. people take them for granted
3. When a new office building is built, the public .

a. don’t care who will build it b. don’t know who will build it

c. will occupy it d. will finance it

4. America is not in decline because

a. its economy has increased

b. working people are working hard



c. it won the victory during World War II
d. it has lots of treasure
5. What did the author realize when he stayed in Egypt?

a. Egypt was very poor. b. The reason for Egypt’s poverty.
c. The element of prosperity. d. Egypt’s problems.
6. Most third world countries
a. lack economic development b. lack skilled workers
c. are in poverty d. need scientists

7. What may many politicians and academics have said about Americans?
a. Americans could solve any problems.
b. America was going to decline.
c. Americans were hard —working people.
d. Americans would not be respected by other peoples.
8. Who or what makes the country go according to the author?
a. Increased American economy.
b. Scientists.
c. Politicians and academics.
d. Working people.
9, What does the author think of America’s working people?
a. They are admired abroad.
b. They are capable people.
c. They can do anything.
d. They are indispensable to America’s economic development.
10. What is the tone of the passage? -
a. It’s pessimistic. b. It’s optimistic.
c. It’s matter —of —fact. d. It’s critical.
. Give ad jective and verb forms of the following words.

Mode! ; action— — —active— — —act

. emphasis

. service

. productivity

. imagination

. beauty

. representation

organization

economy

1
2
3
4
5. honour
6
7
8
9
1

0. fashion

P .



