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The Red and the Black

The Red and the Black weaves the political and social condi-
tions of France during the period 1815—30 in the story of Julien
Sorel, both hero and villain. Julien tries to achieve greatness and es-
tablish his place in the world through the force of his will and using
seduction as a tool for social climbing by making use of the mayor’s
wife. He finally married the aristocratic Mathilde de la Mole. Julien
was hung for his murder of the mayor’s wife.

The title of the book refers to Julien’s character and choices of
career: the army, symbolized by the color red, and the church,
symbolized by the color black. '

One of the most original French writers of the first half of the
19th century, who played a major role in the development of the
modern novel, Stendhal (1783—1842) is best known for his mas-
terpieces LE ROUGE ET LE NOIR and LA CHARTREUSE DE
PARME.
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