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Yu Di (Jade Emperor)

According to Taoist mythology, the Jade Emperor is the supreme ruler of Heaven and
Earth. The Jade Emperor reigns over heaven, earth and water, as well as the ten direc-
tions. People usually burn incense and make food offerings as worship to the Jade

Emperor on Chinese New Year’s Eve.
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Assembly of All Deities of Heaven and Earth

Buddhism and Taoism are the two major religions in China. This picture shows the assembly
of all the gods in Buddhism and Taoism. The deities who sit in the center of each row are
among the most significant and powerful. From top down: Jade Emperor, Emperor Xie Tian,

Sakyamuni, Avalokitesvara, Guan Yin, Goddess of Mount Tai.
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Gods of Buddhism and Taoism

This picture is yet another reflection of religious beliefs in China. Having adopted the ideas
of Buddhism and Taoism, people selected three gods to worship. Pictures with their

images were put on the east wall of the dining room during Chinese New Year.
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God of Fire in Southern China

God of Fire is a powerful god in Chinese mythology. In ancient time, fire was worshipped

as part of the supreme nature. Later was God of Fire worshipped, because people believed
that he could avoid fire disasters.



