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An introduction of Lok Cheong

1923 Bormin Zhong Shan of Guangdong Province
1952 The organizer of the "Macau Theatres Association”
1956 One of the organizers of the "Macau Art Study So
1959 Participated in the Art Exhibition of Guangdong Province
of the Establishment of The People's Republic of
1968 “Macau Art Study Socicry” renamed "Macau Art
Society until to date.
1962-1969 The Vice Director of the Macau General Labour Union
1977-1997 A member of the People's Political Consultative Conf
and Gth assemblies and an Executive member for
A consultant of the Hai Ri Calligraphy and
The Honourary Chairman of the "Hong Ko
A member of the Advisory Commitree for
"Pebbled Road" was awarded an Extraordinary Price
collection of Beijing Muscum of Fine Arts
Joint exhibition of paintings with Lok Hei and Ng Wai Kin
Aselected participant of the 7th National Are Exhibition.
A member of the judging committee for the Regional F
Administrative Region
Awarded The Everest Literature and Art Price of Tibet
The Honourary Chairman and a consultant of the
The Director of the Foreign Cultural Interchange
A selected participant of the 8th Naional Arc Exhibi
A member of the Cultural Committee of the Macau
‘A member of the Preparatory Committee for the Ad
A member of the First Selection Committee
The Vice Chairman of the Commitree of Different.
Return of Macau
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Preface

Mr Lok Cheong, a painter of Macau with profound experience in art creation, has finally agreed to hold a personal retrospective exhibition of his works. He has always
been participating in joint exhibitions held locally or overseas. The Retrospective Exhibition of the Paintings of Lok Cheong is a premiere individual exhibition of his

works.

Mr Lok Cheong has been the President of the Macau Artist Socicty for a very long rime and is frequently heavily involved in the administrative and social functioning
works. He devotes himself in assisting the younger arists and arranging exhibitions for the members of the Macau Artist Society and his friends, and inviting renowned
painters of Mainland China to come to Macau for sharing of experiences and ideas. Apparendly. he has all forgotten about himself.

The older generation of the residents of Macau must have memories about the ceremonial archways erected in celebration of the National Day of the People's Republic
of China. The primary coordinator of the construction of these archways was Lok Cheong. Archway is a construction providing a passage with a roof. They were
commonly built in front of the temples, ancestral halls, and gardens or at the entrances of the streets in elden days with inscriptions written on. Contents of the
ing merits and credits. People now build temporary archways during festivals to celebrate and praise the achievements of the great

inscriptions were mainly about gloril
Motherland.

In 1950's and 1960's, one of the vital ional works of Macau iots for the celebration of the National Day was the building of ceremonial archways. For one

year more than ten sets of archways were erected and was the highest figure ever recorded in Macau. Gradually the number of archways was reduced to four to five sets
and they were powered by electricity. However, workload still remained heavy with the production of doorway decorative works for a number of institutes, workers
associations, social associations and big companies. In one year, a typhoon demolished the ceremonial archway and the National Day was just round the corner. On the

next day, Lok Cheong summoned a group of painters, g workers, carp and electricians to work round the clock and re-erected the archway within twenty-
four hours. In this exhibition, one of the paintings entitled "To reconstruct withstanding the menace of typhoon" was created to commemorate the re-erection of that

archway. The archway was built in the form of a heavy hydraulic compressor. The main theme was abour the strong spiritual force creared when people all worked

towards a clear goal and was very much appreciated by the Celebration Committee of the National Day.

Lok Cheong is a self-studied painter. During the Sino-Japanese war, he was a worker in a dramatic troupe doing the setting, installation and makeup works, He also drew
a number of anti-Japanese paintings. After the war, he worked as a painter for several big theatres and was specialized in drawing role figures played in the movies on

gigantic promotional posters. Images of Chinese and international big movie stars vividly stood out from the posters under the brilliant brushwork of Lok Cheong.

The retrospective exhibition of Lok Cheong will be displaying some fifty paintings which are all linked up with one common feature, reflection of reality. The paintings
eriticlect®Lon Pty evergrosn authe troeand ever Aawing as the water"s "G Dou/Shas cihioing with Hicseund of el iy wi i Fotl b grrbas FE1T, "The

embankment construction along Zhan Jiang" and "Returning home to serve the country” all carty a strong sense of time and reveal the innovative languages of art

explored by Mr Lok Cheong. There is no showing off of extravagant skill or excessive colours but just direct, simple and yet influential expressions of feclings.

Before the war, there was an argument whether ‘art for ar¢’ or 'art for life’. The works of Lok Cheong are not products of the ivory tower but rather belong to the streets
and thus fully demonstrate that artis for life. Paintings like "In the deepest memory of our Prime Minister, Zhou En Lai", "Commissioner Lin Ze Xu", "Mr Lu Xun",
“Mr Guo Mo Ruo”, "A Bing, the composer of the Night Rhythm of Spring Water" and "An old worker of the restaurant” are loyal reflections of reality. They truthfully
reflect the love of Lok Cheong for the Motherland, his homeland, the nature and the life. A famous French sculptor once said, "Ugliness in art means those things that
are faked and unnarural," and that is a true and good statement.

QOver the past fifty years, Lok Cheong has been ereating with an open mind and striving to innovate on the basis of tradition. This exhibition is a good beginning and 1
look forward to the second, third, and more exhibitions to come. I would also like ro take this chance to wish Lok Cheong the very best success of his exhibition.

Director of Macao Daily News  Lei Shing Chun
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East and West Meet in the Painting Scrolls  Brushes of Paint Express the Colours of Macau
An article about Lok Cheong, the President of the Macau Ardist Society

The grand opening eeremony of the ‘Exhibitian of the Works of Macau Painters’ was held on 215t of Noverber in 1988 in the capital of Portugal, Lisbon. The Exhibition displayed one hundred and fifty
picces of paintings of three painters from Macau, Lok Cheong, Lok Hei and Ng Wai Kin. Their works were rich in contents with different styles. Macau is a place full of regional characteristics and through
the magical brushes of the painters, the stability, prosperity and fricndship between China and Portugal were expressed. The Exhibition was warmly received and highly commented by the cultural
community of Portugal.

The Chinese Consul-General accredite to Portugal, the Financial Secreary of Foraugal and.a former Governor of Macau arended the opening ceremany and they were oined by a numbes of goveroment offcials and renowned
meabers of the culcural community. A total nurmber of tbout six hundred guests were tecorded attending the Opening Ceremony: The First Lady of Portugal honoured the ceremony with her presence under the company of
the Chinese Consl-General. The First Lady had visited Macau twice before and showed special inerest i the paintings on Macau including the "Seedlings’, "The Beneficence House” and "The Alley”. She also found homely
ficlings in the landscape sketches of Portugal. She highly complimented the Exhibition and regarded it as  benelical acivity that reflecved che cultural cvoperation of Chin and Porugal.

Lok Cheong, one of the three painters,is one of the orgunizers of the Macau Arist Society and also an acclaimed member of the cultural sector of Macau. Over the past decades, he has made grear contribution to Aourish the arc
activities of Macau and promote the interchange between the Eastern and Western cultures.

In 1956, Lok Cheong saw a necessity in formis on to promote arc in Macau and to render the ardists a gathering place for the sharing of experience and exchange of ideas. With the support of various
seputable senior painters including Ng Man Lei, Leong Wi Man and Tam Chi Sang, and a sespectable member of the community; che Macau Att Study Socicty (nowadays called the Macau Artist Sociesy) was founded. Under
the unfilng effoss o the founding members of the Society, it has already become the most influential civil cultural assocation and a relacively large organization in Macau.
Th hical limitation of Macau with a f just about 16 square ki d her of difficultics of creation to the members of the Macau Artist Sociery who are amateur painters and lovers of art. However,
Land boundary cannot suppress their love for Macau and their Motherland. In recent years, under the leadership of Lok Cheomg e been olgzmud o visit Chmnnd fompins oftheariss e found all e he county.
Thmf-:rvcmlmrImM d their Motherland have urged them to seck drai their passion in their paintings with Fsocial culture and life of Macau. Lok Cheong
carmest in romoting the interchange of art berween Macau and Mainland China, Over the past G} it Ao Seitey Mk By it i il Chire Sealor
arcists of Guangdong Province incliding Huang Xin Bo, Guan Shan Yue, Wus Gen Tian, Huang Du Wei and Liso Bing Xiong are also very keen about the development of Macau Attst Society.
ekiCheongis all sl st B proca e ekl AEFOENHE RO S e e " puure Institute in Maca; Fis fforss did notend there: Through coordination
with e of M: iy be s scessflly nv Ko sefprors o Guangghon, Tang D Xiand L Bin, 1 et sat of the Commissaner i Z Yo for the Lin Fung Temple o Macau. §
acts fully he patriotism of Macau i
Lok Cheong s also an cxperienced watcrcolour painier, His painting eniitled "Pebbled Road” rded dinary Prize i the Geh National Art Exbibition and Hlection of the Beijing Muscum of Fine Arts.
The bumpy sarfibe oF hé st At oF Macsur 1 P O b, e wilhabil R g o S ek e e et oy Feioe
struggling strengh in the lang and winding road of ffe-
Other paintings of Lok Cheong such asthe e eeectio oy g ard "W Jong Sai Wan' are refreshing pieces of reation. After
havmgapprucmndlh:pummgmuﬂ:d kann;(]bmwu!Mnuu.HmngAn" i dong, was touched by the underlyi ing of the work. H d chat the painting did nor only draw
S y i e e theory o i e e 4 i i 4 idance of the biisht and infini F1iE: The priio
:hm:d\ulamlmpeniinWwamlatdkmmneuywd:hzhﬁmmnfrhpmm "Horme Coming her piece of woik that spoke for the mind of the painter. The Camoes Grotto and Gatden was the theme
of the painting but with centre of expy aced flyi Serenc and peaceful armosph painting, The meaning of the painti beyond doub, sbout the earnest hope
nfMlmnwmmmgmthﬁwmgmblurvf&wytankﬂknd.“ scene, W the use of colour of these paintings p i ive speci ings.
“Waterfront along Wai Wan' is the lacese Chinese painting and al ive picce of work of Lok Cheong i h lized the old banyan trees of Sai Win. The strong branches and the flourishing leaves
tepiesent i hof e and the e v he history and life of the cit: Lok Ch diy adopt a combination of th olowss and conceprs of wasercolour paining and prin making
10 express his feelings about Macau with a skilfly si d brand new method fism. Th i Blled with a rich scent of earth, a heavy sense of history and s deep, smooth thythm. The acclaimed painter.
Gian Shan Yue, of Lingnan style highly regarded che pai Lok Cheong. He hat in the Exkibirion the paintings about th y s the Chinese paintings of Lok Cheong s of special
characteristics while the ‘Drizeling Rain' was ively good picce of wark with its rich applicati lour and fuent penmanship.
Macau has had a Hisory of over foue hundred years, 1t has also been a meeting place of the Eastérn and Western cultures. In his exploration of combining the painting ar of East and West, Lok Cheong has created his unique

style which brightly adeds o the colours of the blossoming garden ofar of Macau. But humbly he refers himselfto 2 worker doing add jobs and runniig errands for the are development of Micau,

We believe Lok Chicang will cantinue to devorte himself to the art of Macau and make new eontriburion o promote the interchange activites of local and foreign cultures. His unfailing spiris of exploration will certainly affect
and inspire the younger generation of Macat to create & new phase of are for the city.

Yun Ao (The above is an extraction from an article by Yun Ao published in the Gth edition of the publication entitled "Guangzhou Art Rescarch” in 1991)
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A Warm and Pleasant Retrospective Exhibition

 have been told that a retrospective exhibition of the paintings of Mr Lok Cheong, a senior painter of Macau and the President of the Macau Arist Society, is going
to be held. First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate M Lok Cheong and wish him the very best success of his painting exhibition. This great
news has triggered off the winding back of my memory to the time when Mr Lok Cheong was my painting mentor. At that time, we fondly addressed Mr Lok
Cheong as Brother Cheong. It was Brother Cheong who enlightened me of the art of painting and offered me valuable advice on human relationships and different
social problems as I stumbled on my way of growing up. Scenes of the past vividly live in my mind and Brother Cheong still inspires and educates me in many various

ways to date.

In the retrospective exhibition of Mr Lok Cheong, the paintings are in different styles of expression but all rich in contents especially those which reflect the life of
Macau in different periods of time. People can never miss the pulse of art that pounds so heavily in the pictures. The watercolour paintings entitled "Little children
helping our” and "Pebbled road" containing lively figures tell us about the life of the working class of Macau in 1950's and 1960's. Passionate rhythm overflows from
the oil paintings entitled "Returning home to serve the country” and "Rice donation from the Motherland in the aft h of a di fire in the Green Island",
and another painting under the title "To reconstruct withstanding the menace of typhoon” fully expresses the patriotism of Macau compatriots. Workers struggled
hard under an extremely unfavourable weather o finish re-erecting a ceremonial archway designed in the form of a "Heavy Hydraulic Compressor” before the arrival
of the National Day of the People's Republic of China which fell on the next day. "The embankment construction along Zhan Jiang", another oil painting, describes

the soaring spirits and undying strength of the great Chinese people to alter the face of the carth and the river. The painting was brilliantly structured and was one
of the best picces of Brother Cheong in his early days. In those days, Brother Cheong also made quite a number of sketches of life but regrettably majority of them

have been lost in transit when they were moved, a pitiful loss to the arc community of Macau.

In recent years, Mr Lok Cheong has also created many new works with deep meanings. They include paintings of the great historical Chinese figures of the
Commissioner Lin Ze Xu and Mr Lu Xun. Both were created before the return of Macau to the great Motherland. There are some other great pieces of works that
he made in memory of his old friends such as the paintings of "The honourable Principal, Mr Tam Lap Meng" and "Mr Kuan Man Li, a good friend and a great
painting teacher”. The sincere feelings expressed in those paintings touch the hearts of many people tenderly. According to Brother Cheong, these paintings were
created amidst an extremely busy work schedule and frequently he worked in late night when his family was resting and he could fully concentrate on creation. From
the paintings, we can appreciate the solemn painting style of Mr Lok Cheong. Discreet but bright colouring of the paintings speaks for the temperament of a

respectable senior artist - "Words when spoken must be kept and work when started must be finished".

Following the development of Macau, Brother Cheong has taken up a number of social functioning works but his contribution to the promotion of the art

develop of the city is of particular imp He devotes himself in mentoring the junior artists, promoting exhibitions of children's paintings and imple-

menting public art activities. He has also organized activities for the painting assaciations of Macau or invited overseas painters to come to Macau. All these works

are done through his personal relationships and achieve remarkable results. Howeyer, Mr Lok Cheong refrains from taking any credits for the works he has done but

rather humbly refers himself to an odd job worker only. His practical attitude of work and life is a living role model for the younger generation. The retrospective

exhibition of Mr Lok Cheong not only displays pieces of affectionate works of art with rich contents but also records the respectable journey of Mr Lok Cheong in
1

his pursuic of art and his experiences in serving the ity Hardship and d in his pursuit is beyond the imagination of those people who

tend to exaggerate with extravagant words to earn personal credits. [ would like to take this opportunity again to wish Brother Cheong health and longevity. Lalso

wish him further enhancement in his brilliant creation life and to continue to reinforce his contribution o the art development of Macau.

Cheong Iu Sang
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arbage field (1957)

CAEERIA Finding a livelihood from th







B IE@ES Returning home to serve the country (1958)



B Along the river of Zhu Jiang (1960)




