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Distribution Map of Archaeological
Findings of Bronze Culture in
Yunnan
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In ancient times, Yunnan was called “Dian” ,
which dates back to an ancient Dian Kingdom recorded
by Sima Qian in the Han Dynasty in his “A History of
China: Tribes in the Southwest”. However, as time
went by, this part of history over two thousand years
gradually became obscure to the later generations. For
a long time, Yunnan was regarded as a stretch of savage
land. Its historical truth has, however, been unveiled by
the archaeological discovery in recent fifty years. In
1953, an antiquary arrived at the Museum of Yunnan
Province with several pieces of bronze wares, which
drew the broad attention of the relevant people. With
further investigation, a group of ancient tombs at
Shizhai Mountain, Jinning County were discovered with
some extraordinarily fine relics unearthed, which not
only brought much sensation to the public but also
helped rewrite the history of Yunnan. When further
discovery was going on at Shizhaishan, Jinning County,
a large number of ancient tombs buried with bronze
wares were found at Lijiashan in Jiangchuan County,
Tianzi Temple in Chenggong County, Taijishan in
Anning County, Wanjiaba in Chuxiong Prefecture and
Dapona in Xiangyun County, with thousands of bronze
wares unearthed, from which the mystery of the ancient
Dian Kingdom was unveiled to the public.
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Shizhai Mountain in Jinning County
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Lijia Mountain in Jiangchuan County
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Excavation Site at Shizhai Mountain
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Shell-container with a Scene
of Killing as Sacrifice to the
Sacred Pole
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Fish-shaped Bronze Cane—handle
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Gold—plated Bronze Button
Ornament in the Shape of Two
Leopards Hunting a Boar
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Bronze Article with a Tiger—
Buffalo Ornament
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Excavation Site at Lijia Mou—
ntain in Jiangchuan County
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Excavation Site at Lijia Mou—
ntain in Jiangchuan County
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