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Part One Basic Knowledge of Commodity Inspection

Unit One Commodity Inspection

Definition of Commodity Inspection

Commodity inspection is an action of evaluating the quality and grade of commodities by
means of inspection methods and techniques according to the specified standards. In other
words, the buyer, the seller or the third party examines the quality, stipulation, weight,
quantity, packing, sanitation, and safety of the goods in accordance with the contracts or
specified standards. In the international trade, it is an indispensable procedure to see
whether the import and export commodities are in agreement with contract requirements. In

case any disputes are caused between the exporter and importer, !
Classification of Commodity Inspection

Different classifications of commodity inspection are defined by different division criteri-
ons. Generally, there are four classified methods.

1. Classified by application

According to the application of commodity, goods in the market can be divided into
food, textiles, industrial products and household electrical appliances, etc. Correspond-
ently, there are food inspection, textile inspection, industrial product inspection and house-
hold electrical appliance inspection,

2. Classified by purpose

According to different inspection purposes, inspection can be classified into production
inspection, acceptance inspection and third-party inspection.

Production inspection is so called first-party inspection or seller’s testing. It’s a self-in-
spection of raw materials, finished products and semis. The inspection institutions are set
up by the manufactory or its competent department. The purpose is to discover unqualified
products in time, guarantee the quality, and safeguard the enterprise’s reputation. All the
qualified products should mark “Qualification Certificate”.

Acceptance inspection is known as second-party inspection or buyer’s inspection. It is
the buyer’s inspection for protecting profits of themselves and consumers to make sure that
goods conform to standards or requirements in contracts, Its purpose is to discover problems
timely, feedback the quality information, and impel sellers to improve product quality, In
practice, stationed representatives of commercial or foreign trade enterprise monitor the
product quality overall, and ask the manufacturers to solve the problems promptly.

Third-party inspection is also known as notarial inspection or legal inspection. It is the
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commodity inspection done by the just and authoritative third party (e.g. Professional Su-
pervision Inspection) according to the interrelated laws, standards or contracts. Third-par-
ty inspection includes notarial survey, arbitration inspection, national quantity supervision,
whose purposes are to protect the legitimate rights and interests of all parties, and coordi-
nate contradiction to promote the trade. ?

3. Classified by quantity of inspected commodity

According to quantity of inspected commodity, it can be classified into total inspection,
sampling inspection and exemption from inspection.

Total inspection, the whole or 100% inspection, tests the whole batch of goods one by
one. The advantage is reliable for it offers more information of the quality, while the disad-
vantage is large quantity of inspection, high expense and labor consumption, which may
lead to omissions and errors in the inspection as well as the tiredness of inspectors.

Sampling inspection is that small amount of commodities are randomly selected as in-
spection samples to infer the quality of the whole batch, It is an economical method for it
saves time, human and material resources. What’s more, the result is quite scientific and
accurate, However, there are always some errors between the testing result and the real
quality of the whole batch.

Exemption from inspection is that if products are made from manufacturers with high
production technology, excellent testing condition, strict quality management and long-term
stable quality, after self-inspection of factory, qualified products can be accepted by com-
mercial and international trade department directly without inspection.

4, Classified by selling market

There are commodity inspections in domestic market as well as import and export com-
modity inspection in the global market. Inspection of commodity in domestic market includes
commodity inspection in the factory and commodity inspection in the circulation, which can
be included as the fcllowing six forms.

Exemption from inspection against endorsement of factory: If products are inspected and
certificated by testing center of the factory, sales enterprises will accept them without in-
spection any more. This type of inspection is suitable for manufacturing enterprises that
have convenient productive technical condition, perfect detection means and sound manage-
ment system of products quality.

Commercial supervisory inspection and acceptance of commodities against endorsement
of factory; Commercial supervisory inspection is that inspectors of sales enterprises supervise
and test semis, finished product, packing and raw material in the whole production process,
so sales enterprises will accept the products against endorsement of factory. It applies to the
quality inspection of luxury commodities.

Delivery against endorsement of factory, but regular or irregular sampling inspection by
commercial enterprises: In general case, delivery is done against endorsement of factory for
stable, reliable or high-quality products. However, sales enterprises may sample regularly

or irregularly in order to guarantee the quality.
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Commercial batch inspection: The sales enterprises test every batch of products. This
method conforms to the products without steady quality.

Industrial joint testing: For the same kind of products from different manufactories, the
Association of Industry and Commerce of this field will hold a joint testing of the goods.
Generally, the quality evaluation team of the association will test the product quality regu-
larly or irregularly.

Inventory checking: Regularly the stock department checks easily deteriorated commodi-
ties in order to know the changes of products and improve storage security.

Import and export commodity inspection includes legal inspection, notarial inspection
and committed inspection.

Legal inspection is a compulsory inspection of appointed important import and export
commodities according to the law. Inspect the commodity according to the contracts or standards.,
and then issue the certificate for qualified goods as the proof of passing the customs.

Notarial inspection: It is a voluntary inspection. Owing to the application of parties in
the international trade, the authority provides certificate or conclusion after inspecting and
appraising the quality, stipulation, quantity, packing and damage of the commodity, as
well as shipment and load in accordance with the contract.

Committed inspection: It is professional and notarial tasks entrusted between Chinese

Inspection Bureau and bureaus of other countries.
New Words

association [a.séusi‘ei_[an] n. thé&, BE, &3, B
authoritative [ooritotiv] adj. HRIH, HEHEN, G40
commit [kemit] wz. B (8R), T GFE), . -FHH
compulsory [kem'palseri] adj. SFE, BB, BREN, X580
counterfeit ['kauntofit] =»n. WM& adj. h¥EW o Dy, HE
criterion [kraitiorion] ». #r¥E, #W

entrust [in'trast] v &L, i+

feedback [fi:dbsek] =n. i, R ‘

guarantee [geron'tiz] ve. {RiE, #MHE 2 FIFEH, BEA, EHEL
indispensable [indispensebl] n. RAHRAZH adj. RAHRAE
institution [institju:fon] n. A3EHLH, the, HE

inventory ['inventri] n. HMBF, 7%, UiEHH, L8
legitimate [lidzitimit] adj. /MK, SHM o 4%

logistics [lad3istiks] =, JS¥1%, 5%, Wik

macroscopic [ meekrouskopik] adj. PERT LAY, FEWHE

notarial [neu'tesrial] adj. NEAR, AEH

safeguard ['seifga:d] wvz. #E$, R 7 RLEE, LLoHE
shoddy [‘fodi] adj. HAKFEFH, BEN » BES

supervisory [sjupavaizeri] adj. ‘MK, WEHK
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textile ['tekstail] n. ZYHE adj. YGEW
Notes

1. In case any disputes are caused between the exporter and importer.

AAJEE “in case” Bl SR BHIKMA, AF “incase” B “DABF, UR” WER, —
B “in case” JEEEISFRIBEBNG, BESHEARBRRA “ (should +ZHEE”.

2. Third-party Inspection includes notarial survey, arbitration inspection, national
quantity supervision, whose purposes are to protect the legitimate rights and interests of all
parties, and coordinate contradiction to promote the trade.

AARH “whose” Bl SHIERR M EIEMA, “whose” FHEEEZI, RAFAX
£, ATHUEARY. $BYH “whose” AT AF “of which” H#.

Exercises

I . Understand the text
What is commodity inspection?

How many types of commodity inspections classified by different inspection purposes, what are they?

w N =

There are 6 forms commodity inspections in domestic market, which belongs to commodity inspection in
the circulation?
4. What kind of division criterion is used to classify commodity inspection—total inspection, sampling inspec-
tion and exemption from inspection?
A. the application of commodity
B. inspection purpose
C. quantity of inspected commodity
D. selling market
5. Which one is excluded from the purpose of commodity inspection?
A. To control the general commodity quality macroscopically
B. To promote the development of manufacturing and international trade
C. To limit the quantity of export commodity
D. To strengthen the international competition power
. Translate the following expressions into English
BEHWEHER
LHRE
H AT &
E R
s
5
T &k
BEKE
ek
10. AERE

. Translate the passage into Chinese

R A ol i —

Packing has become more and more important in competing for overseas markets. One of its basic purpo-

ses is to protect the product, This is important because the product may have to withstand a lot of handling
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during transportation between the factory and the consumer. The second purpose of packaging is to make the
product look appealing to the buyer. Products that are packed in such a way as to catch the consumer’s eyes
will help to sell. Other common purposes of packing are to provide information about the product inside,
make it easy to carry the product, and provide convenience in using the product. Therefore, more and more

people, not only manufacturers, have come to realize the importance of packaging.
Translation Skills

RANBEE (—

SR FEBMERNAKG, BRARES LANLALEE L TXRERER, REHAAX, £
RER. BFRTBREFRNT. EEENRY, SERAES HE.

1. BEFRKEE

SH IR ERE R, Fm.

Aluminum is a light metal. $FR—FRER.

The light is too poor to read in this lab. LK KL KEREE.

The beacon lighted the plane to a safe landing. {E#r$§5| KL K L2ER .

2. BEELAFEE

BEIARBENERE, %8, ST LHELE. HEEW, AXEAHETEMNEZX
FRMNASR, RHE—SELVHERLZAE. Hik, NFRHEEFENBEN, EFSHELT
B BIEICHFBERME L, LIEEFHEGMEREREL, LUE AE revolution 4.

The invention of air travel caused a revolution in our way of living. iz 47X — 612
FERIMWEBFIRRETHAENEE,

The earth makes one revolution round the sun in about 365 days. HuBKZY¥E 365 KL
KHEAE—K.

Revolution of a right triangle about one of its legs generates a cone. Hfi =L 8
RS B LA

The revolution of the seasons is repeated year by year. Z{THMEF - FNFRMEH.

Reading Materials: The Inspection Method

There're many methods on quality inspection of commodity, and they can be divided in-
to several kinds, such as, sensory test, physical and chemical test, biological test and so
on.

1. Sensory test

It’s a method by virtue of human sense organs and practical experience to test and evalu-
ate the quality of commodity. In other words, it uses human sense organs (eyes, nose,
tongue, ears and hands) as the testing tools, and combines with the accumulating practical
experience on qualities of goods’ appearance structure, appearance fault, color, sound,
smell, taste, elasticity, rigidity, smoothness, packing and decoration, as well as the
identification of variety, specification and performance. It mainly includes vision inspection,
auditory inspection, tasting inspection, olfactory inspection and tactile inspection.

Sensory test is very important because it is widely used in commodity inspection, and
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consumers always use their sense organs to evaluate the quality of commodity first. It has
the following traits:

(1) It is easy and feasible to operate.

(2) It does not require complicated or special equipment, reagents and place. It has no
limitation of conditions,

(3) It has no damage to the goods.

(4) It needs low cost.

Sensory inspection is often used in the production, supply and marketing of industrial
and commercial fields, There are limitations of sensory inspection as follow:

(1) It is unable to test the internal quality, such as composition, structure and proper-
ty.

(2) It is only a qualitative method for the inspection result is inaccurate and can not be
shown in figures. Technical terms or scoring methods can only be used to present quality of
commodity.

(3) The result is subjective, It is affected by knowledge, technical levels, working ex-
perience and the sensory acuity of inspectors as well as the different aesthetic standards and
psychology state, so the result is subjective and unscientific to some extent.

2. Physical and chemical test

Physical and chemical test is a method of testing and evaluating the quality of commodity
with the help of various instruments, equipments and reagents, by using physical or chemi-
cal methods under certain condition in the lab. It is mainly applied to test the composition,
structure, physical property, chemical property, safety, sanitation, pollutions and dama-
ges to environment, etc.

The advantages:

(1) Accurate and digital result (sorts and contents of composition, physical and chemi-
cal performance, mechanical properties, etc. )

(2) Since it isn’t affected by man’s subjective will, the evaluation for the goods’ quality
is more objective and scientific.

(3) Tt can show the internal quality by deeply analyzing the internal structure and na-
ture of the commodity.

The disadvantages:

(1) It needs specified equipment and places, high cost and strict conditions,

(2) It needs commodity damage, reagent consumption, high expense,

(3) It needs long-time inspection.

(4) It requires that inspector should have solid theoretical foundation and skilled opera-
tion technique.

Therefore, physical and chemical test is seldom used in the commercial enterprise, but
as a supplementary test after sensory test wheh necessary, Or commission test.

3. Biological test

Biological test is to inspect food, drugs and manufactured goods as well as package’s
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property for people’s health safety by means of instruments, reagents or animals.

The quality inspections of commodity vary from type to type. Some commodities can be
tested by sensory test, (e.g. tea), some need both sensory test combined with physical
and chemical test, (e.g. enamel), others need the result of physical and chemical test as
the basis of evaluating goods’ quality. (e.g. steel)

In order to ensure that the results are accurate, stable and conformed to reality, it is
necessary to improve the techniques and experiences of testing, and adapt to new methods
and instruments, With the development of science and technology, it is believed that inspec-

tion methods will be faster, more accurate and automotive.

Unit Two Inspection and Quarantine Authorities

General Introduction

The commodity inspection and quarantine are executed by specialistic institutions., In-
spection and quarantine authorities are organizations to present impartial and authoritative
certificates after examining and authenticating commodities according to stipulations. Inter-
nationally, import and export commodity inspections are executed by a third party generally
known as the surveyor. Some of surveyors are governmental organizations, others are run
by individuals or trade associations. Inspection institutions must examine the quality, quan-
tity, and packing of the goods delivered by the seller to make sure whether the goods are in
conformity with the stipulations of the contract and L/C.!

Commodity Inspection Authorities in China

1. AQSIQ

According to the law of the People’s Republic of China on Import and Export Commodi-
ty Inspection, the state commodity inspection authorities are in charge of the inspection of
import and export commodities throughout the country. Chinese governmental inspection
agency of import and export commodities is the Administration of Quality Supervision, in-
spection and quarantine of the PRC., The provincial entry-exit inspection and quarantine bu-
reaus directly under it are particularly responsible for local inspections of import and export
commodities,

General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine of the
People’s Republic of China (AQSIQ) is an administrative organ directly under the State
Council in charge of quality, metrology, import and export commodity inspection, entry-
exit sanitation quarantine, entry-exit animal and plant quarantine, import-export food safe-
ty, certification and accreditation, standardization, as well as administrative law-enforce-
ment throughout the country.

Directly under AQSIQ, there are 35 entry-exit inspection and quarantine bureaus and
under which there are many branches and local offices located at each of the sea ports, land

ports, airports and provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities in the People’s Re-
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public of China. ? Local entry-exit inspection and quarantine authorities are in charge of the
work on sanitary quarantine, animal and plant quarantine, commodity inspection, apprais-
al, certification and accreditation of entry-exit people, goods, vehicles, containers and so
on within their administrative regions respectively. The purpose of the inspection is to en-
sure that the goods are in accordance with the relative laws and decrees of the country,

2. SFDA

The State Food and Drug Administration was founded on the basis of the State Drug
Administration on April 16th, 2003. The State Food and Drug Administration is directly
under the State Council, which is in charge of comprehensive supervision and organizational
coordination on the safety management of food, health food and cosmetics and is the compe-
tent authority of drug regulation who will punish serious accidents according to the relative
laws. Its main duties are provided briefly as follows;

Draft law and administrative regulations on drug administration; supervise the safety
management of food, health food and cosmetics comprehensively; investigate and punish se-
rious safety accidents of food and drug; draw up and improve qualification system for licensed
pharmacist, supervise the registration of licensed pharmacist; carry out exchanges and coop-
eration with foreign governments and international organizations in food and drug manage-
ment,

3. STC

In addition, Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre (STC) is the first independent,
not-for-profit, testing, inspection and certification organization in Hong Kong, which is
recognized by many national and international organizations and accreditation bodies. 3 It is
keeping abreast with the latest technology and standards to support their clients’ product de-

velopment.
Commeodity Inspection Authority in USA

Customarily, the term “product inspection” is used instead of “commodity inspection”
in USA, which provides both product inspection and service inspection. The product in-
spection organizations that federal government established basically are all supervised trinity
of import, export, and domestic product inspection,

(1) Sound constitution of inspection authorities

In the United States, the responsibility and authorities of governmental inspection or-
ganization are distinguished as the principles of professional division, which are executed by
competent departments of the 14 central government ministries respectively. For example,
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of US Department of Health & Human Services
is in charge of the supervision and inspection of food, drug (include veterinary drug), med-
ical treatment apparatus, porcelain and ceramics cutleries, cosmetics and electronic prod-
ucts. Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) under U. S Department of Ag-
riculture is in charge of protecting and promoting U, S, agricultural health, regulating ge-

netically engineered organisms, administering the Animal Welfare Act and carrying out
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wildlife damage management activities. Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) is responsi-
ble for ensuring that the nation’s commercial supply of meat, poultry, and egg products is
safe, wholesome, and correctly labeled and packaged. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) is responsible for the inspection and certification of processed fish
and shellfish products.

(2) Strict legislation and legal inspection.

The U. S Government has compiled the “Code of Federal Regulations” (CFR), which
includes the laws, regulations and provisions about the insp‘ection and certification based on
the products and service. In addition, CFR is revised and supplied annually so that compe-
tent departments can execute as the re-publication. Every law, regulation and rule has a
specific volume, which is easy to be reviewed.

(3) Reasonable classification management as well as combination of compulsory inspec-
tion and supervision.

According to Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), there are more than 200 kinds of
commodities in the list of governmental inspection and certification, which can be summa-
rized into three categories—{full implementation of legal inspection, partial implementation

of legal inspection, voluntary inspection.

New Words

authenticate [of@entikeit] v. K5

authority [of@oriti] n. ER, B AL, WH
autonomous [oftonemes] adj. HIEH

ceramics [streemiks| ». HEAR, &L

cosmetic [ kozmetik] n. {bikdh  adj. B
cutlery [katlori] n. &H

impartial [im'pa:fal] adj. A

ministry ['ministri] n. (BFHD I
municipality [mju;nisipeeliti] = TE4RE, BEH
Netherlands ['nedolondz] n. ff2

porcelain ['paslin, -lein] n. B#%, & adj. BEHH
quarantine ['kworentin] ». B, FE v BE
shellfish [felfif] ». 0, BHEFEXsHY

trinity ['triniti] »n. =f—{&, = A ) —44

Notes

1. Inspection institutions must examine the quality, quantity, and packing of the
goods delivered by the seller to make sure whether the goods are in conformity with the stip-
ulations of the contract and I./C.

AHMEA “whether” WRIFMA], “whether” FETLIERE “or not” R “BEF” I
BEE. A% “be in conformity with” B “4” WERE. L/C £EHIE “letter of credit”
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2. Directly under AQSIQ, there are 35 entry-exit inspection and quarantine bureaus
and under which there are many branches and local offices located at each of the sea ports,
land ports, airports and provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities in the People’s
Republic of China.

FAj R “which” 3|2 REMEEMNEG,. AP “which” #{ “35 entry-exit inspec-
tion and quarantine bureaus”, AJH “autonomous regions” & “HIEX".

3. In addition, Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre (STC) is the first independ-
ent, not-for-profit, testing, inspection and certification organization in Hong Kong, which

is recognized by many national and international organizations and accreditation bodies.
A “STC” REFHBFARRW P .. (Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre) #IE
FR. AARH “which” 31 FRIEREHEFENE, A “which” HRMEMHHF “In ad-

dition,...in Hong Kong. ”

Exercises

I. Understand the text

1. Which one is not the famous non-government inspection and quarantine authority?

A, UL B. APHIS C. SGS D. NKKK
2. Which one is authorized organization in EU?
A. NOAA B. TUvV C. STC D. FSIS

3. What are differences between “AQSIQ” and “ SFDA”?

4. What are the features of commodity inspection authority in USA?

ot

How many catalogues of commodities can be summarized in the list of governmental inspection and certifi-

cation? What are they?

=

. Translate the following expressions into English

KL

Ky B4 F5

B 5 Be

ER¥

BT 8

B

otk

LT
10. mEERIAE
[[. Translate the passage into Chinese

The specification of the goods refers to certain main indicators that indicate the quality of the goods, such
as composition, content, purity, size, length, etc. So it is the detailed description of the goods to be sold.
Otherwise the buyer will require reduce the price difference, or sometime will refuse to receive the goods, or
cancel the contract and ask for compensation,
The grade of the goods refers to the classifications of the commodity of one kind which is indicated by

words, numbers or symbols. The classifications are usually decided by different qualities, weights, composi-



