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For the want of a nail the shoe was lost,

For the want of a shoe the horse was lost,

For the want of a horse the rider was lost,

For the want of a rider the battle was lost,

For the want of a battle the kingdom was lost,

And all for the want of a horse shoe nail.

——Benjamin Franklin
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Throughout history, saying sorry is not something political and religious leaders

have felt comfortable about. Some see it as a sign of weakness; for others it’s an ad-
mission that they are liable to make errors—something religious institutions are par-
ticularly careful to avoid. But as political systems have become more sophisticated ,
the idea that governments or churches are faultless has become increasingly difficult
to defend. The response of some people in positions of authority has been to stand up
and apologize for past wrongs.
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Throughout history /, saying sorry / is not something / political and religious
leaders / have felt comfortable about /. Some see it as / a sign of weakness /; for
others / it’s an admission / that they are liable to make errors / —something / reli-
gious institutions are particularly careful to avoid /. But as political systems have be-
come more sophisticated /, the idea / that governments or churches are faultless /
has become increasingly difficult to defend /. The response of some people / in posi-
tions of authority / has been to stand up / and apologize for past wrongs.
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Which is the main idea of the passage? (2006 Text D)

A suitable title for the passage would be (2006 Text C)

What is the theme of the story? (2005 Text A)
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