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PREFACE

Once upon a time, villas interior design has become a sought-after project for domestic designers, they rush into this area to
display their skills.

Villa interior design has its own special difficulties: in general, the large size of villa, numerous rooms, complex spatial pattern,
unique architectural appearance and surrounding environment and landscape will restrict the designers’ ideas and practices. But the
greatest difficulty lies in the fact that how the designers seize the hearts of owners.

Large size, various rooms and complex spatial pattern mean that designers should have the ability to hold the overall design
style of house and not indulge in the messy details. Interestingly, interior designers are always exhausted in specific details in design
planning and implementation just because of large size, numerous rooms and complex spatial pattern of villas. It may be perfect, but
it is difficult to make every corner be satisfactory. Different materials, different shapes, different colors, different patterns, different
decorative vocabularies, difterent technical means, all of those ask for your inherent talents, constantly confuse you, exhauste you!

When you open the window, push the door and walk out of the house, the villa appearance you face have already been given a
body, a personality and a style. The buildings maybe connect with surrounding mountains, waters, streets and landscapes, and perhaps
there is no any connection with surroundings. However, your interior design should dovetail into such spirit firstly.

The real difficulty is to understand the hearts of owners, it is necessary to understand their experiences, hobbies, interests, cultural
individualities and artistic cultures as much as possible and influence and improve them by your art wisdom and design talent. Interior
design has the potential nature to comfort people’s heart, recover people’s feeling and open onto people’s deep heart, just like the great
British designer of 19th century Morris said: “Tens of thousands of people sitting in the deep dark night will be lighted by the light of
arts, which is from people’s hand and create for people. Both producers and users enjoy it.

In fact, interior designers move forward step by step until the completion of project.

I'am pleased to edit such a book, so that more people could study domestic interior designers’ works of large villa projects. The
project here are almost the luxury villas, that is to say, when the designers do not have to consider the cost, the artistic, rationality and
maneuverability have become the benchmark to check designers’ ability. The cases in this book show the owners’ demand of different
cultural backgrounds: full use of natural materials; attention to the external walls and windows and doors; the low-key interior space
sets off the high-profile outdoor space; the cultural style of “careless”; the “humorous” humanity elements; “amorous feelings old
Shanghai”...... A variety of design concepts, design languages, design techniques let us see successful cases and the strong line-up of
interior designers in new times.

We dedicate this book to all interior designers.

Editor
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VILLAS— CHALLENGING MODERN DESIGNERS’ EMPLOYMENT COST

The construction of top villas needs a sense of heroism and high efficiency. This doesn’t mean the quick speed or big budget
of the construction. It indicates trend of magnificent and elegant private living space now is fashionable in China. Currently, the
developers are well-prepared to welcome those wealthy people who want to challenge life extreme and can afford an extravagant
life. They are the elite of the society— members of Golf Club; owners of private yachts; collectors of celebrities’ calligraphic
works and paintings. Because of their special identity and requirements, the legends of space are created continuously around us,
either at the seaside or in the countryside. Anyway, those top villas exist in the most beautiful and precious natural environment ...

Whether the gentlefolks in the Beverly Hills or the petroleum princes in UAE Dubai , from the seaside villas on Hawaii
islands to the exotic flavor in Morocco in North Africa, those people touch the natural scenery in a healthy way throughout
the year —skiing, surtboarding, rock-climbing, cross-country exercise, exploration, etc. Once they want to settle down, what
will their houses be like? How should we interpret the decoration contract? Meanwhile, the rapid economic development of China
has attracted world’s attention. With the rapid accumulation of wealth, people’s attitudes towards life and their living styles have also
changed greatly. People’s consumption demand of space can be seen from the rising housing prices in Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen.
Do people set their bottom line of requirements for tomorrow or for even far-away future? The extremely high-standard has been
requested together with the contract for designers’ careful consideration.

Nobody would buy a villa because their own house is too small; while the owners of top villas also hope their villas are not the
enlarged rooms. Besides their demand for wonderful new experience in private space, they want more to distinguish and strengthen
their dignified social identity in the form of a visible space. “House” is not merely an idea centered on a living room. The basic
hardware for top villas includes spacial divisions between private and public, bar serving red wine and cigar, private collection room,
home cinema and salon. Art, music, delicious food and parties are indispensable parts of their life...Facing these extremely extravagant
individual requirements from our clients, we began to think what preparations interior designers should make in our daily life.
What professional services can we provide? Handmade cowhide walls, the application of hundred year old elm; mineral crystal is not
merely used for light decoration, instead, it is used in the handrail of the stairs, natural agate is inlaid in Nepal blanket... It seems our
designers’life experience cost is far more than their hard efforts.

My teacher once had excellently remarked, “A hotel is judged by the guest’s nose instead of his eyes, so never judge a five-star
hotel by its use of superficially high-class materials.” Great efforts need to be made to study those invisible things—the elegance
behind gracefulness and the temperament conveyed from deep inside. The life style cannot be expressed in decoration drawings.

However, not all owners of the villas are with good taste as the speed of their material wealth accumulation is much swifter
than their accumulation of artistic taste. To those people, villas are only the amplification of their old living habits. In this case, the
decoration work relies heavily on the rich experience of the designers. Besides the elements of high-tech, intelligence, ecology and
environmental protection, the hardest and also most valuable element that good designers should take into their consideration is the
characteristic features of the owners; it can also be called additional personality design. This can be categorized into spiritual design and
is of crucial importance. Designers should not only dare to spend money like water, they should also have the ability to turn the stone
into gold. The real strength of the designers is from their investment on themselves, which means they have to spend time and money
to possess real life experience. Therefore, the accumulation of the high-consumption experience is the most expensive employment cost

for modern designers.

Chen Yaoguang
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LIFESTYLE OF VILLAS

Three years have passed since I did the interior design for the villas in Zhuozheng East Garden in Suzhou and that for Jiangnan
Huafu in Shanghai. During these years, I have much better understanding and deeper observations to the form, the decoration style
and functions of the villa as well as life in the villa than ever before.

Designers are the original creator of advanced life style. What kind of design can best serve the owner of the villa and enable
them to enjoy life? Designers should know well the form of the villa and be exposed to the life in the villa so as to understand the
owners’ requirements and their tastes.

Most of the owners that I worked for have living experience in foreign countries, some of them are foreigners. Success in their
careers and enjoyment of material fulfillment make them extremely confident. If the designer is not a knowledgeable person with rich
experiences in life, profound and solid professional knowledge and good taste, it would be hard for him to have an equal conversation
with the owners. Only at the same platform can the designer communicate with the owners about their own understanding in the
design and have a thorough understanding about what the owners really want. In this case, the designer then can make the owners
adjust their design instead of being controlled by the owners.

Though the form and style of villas can be diversified, the pursuit of comfortable and high quality life is always the same.
Designers should never be bounded by the elementary questions like the style and color. The first step of the design is how to integrate
the style and color into the function of the villa. Villa design should put its focal points on the improvement of life quality, the use of
technology as well as environmental and ecological awareness. The key to villa design is how to fulfil the owner's requiring a healthy
life style.

'The application of modern technology enables owners to have the access to the internet so as to communicate with the outside
world at every corner of the house, such as at the platform garden; it also enables them to observe their house while they are away from
it. The air conditioners start to function an hour before the arrival of the owner; the lights at different floors can be switched on and
off at every corner in the house. Owners can move their offices into their home, for video and audio technique can connect their house
with the company as well as the outside world.

Every single space in the villa, which includes the washroom and storage room, is warm due to the environmentally friendly use
of the sunlight and earthly heat.

As the owners enjoy fully material fulfillment, designers must prepare sufficient space for them to store various kinds of bags,
handbags and shoes; if space permits, there should be separated locker rooms for the host and hostess and even different spaces to store
clothes of different seasons.

Sufficient spaces for rest, entertainment and exersices should be provided in the villa to make the owners enjoy life completely.
These spaces can be used for private gathering, such as holding parties or outdoor barbeque.

Putting yourself in the position of the owners is what have impressed me most during the process of designing. The designing

focus should be the reflection of owners’ life style and their taste.

Xiao Aibin
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BACK TO BASICS

How time flies! After over 10 years of practice in the designing sector, I have changed from an innocent student to a professional
designer and witnessed the rapid growth of Chinese designing sector. During these periods, as a designer, I have experienced both
great joy and anxiety. We are now in an ever-changing world at an unprecedented speed. After only several years we have stepped from
a traditional workshop into a digital world. Information explosion has bridged the gap of the world. While we are acquiring massive
information and learning from the outside world, a question is also raised: where are we? What advantages do we hold comparing with
the long developed designing sector in western countries?

Therefore, we then began a heated discussion on the exploration, belief and application of local culture and added rapidly the
symbols of our own culture in western style. We called on “design with unique national feature can then go internationally”, however,
could a highly-developed designing culture be set up in such a simple way?

We began to think and reflect. Do designers really need a tour around the world or discussions at the online forum? Maybe what
we need is more time. Now it is only the beginning of an era—the era of design.

People are talking about designing styles or classes, yet are these the basics and original meaning of design? Shouldn’t design
serve people and help people solve problems? Is the design style of a house more important than life itself> Shouldn’t our design return
rationally to its very basics?

Nationality surely is an ideal and utmost goal of design, yet it is a question that requires serious study. We should not treat it
casually without any sense of responsibility. I often take the cases in the field of Japanese design as an example. Among the successful
contemporary Japanese designers with a world-wide fame, there is basically no so-called Japanese style at merely symbolic level, but
their designs have unexceptionally been included in the main stream of international design field. To them, localization is an utmost
level that cannot be interpreted in words. A country with real mature design lies on the understanding and love of the citizens, thus
designers have the duty to educate the people with aesthetic enlightenment and popularity.

Perhaps what designers should do today is to go back to the basics and continuously explore the “depth” of design, which can also
push us continuously forward in design sector.

Zhang Chenzhe
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Steady and Splendid Home
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Project: Xinmeng Villa
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Designer: Sun Zhigang, Qianyu
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Design Company: Sun Zhigang Space Design Studio




